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Utah Drug Monitoring Initiative
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Utah Drug Monitoring Initiative (DMI) partners 
• Utah Dept of Health and Human 

Services
• Utah Dept of Public Safety – 

SIAC & SBI 
• Rocky Mountain HIDTA Region
• Utah HIDTA Drug Task Forces
• Utah CCJJ Task Forces
• Utah National Guard – Counter 

Drug and DDRO
• Office of the Medical Examiner

• Utah State Crime Lab (DPS)
• Utah Poison Control Center
• Utah Coalition of Opioid 

Overdose Prevention
• Community Outreach 

Organizations Statewide
• Drug Enforcement Administration
• Utah Naloxone
• EMS/Fire agencies



 



 

Utah’s “Top 10”
(Per Submissions to DPS State Lab)

• Methamphetamine
• Fentanyl  (Recently surpassed Heroin)
• Heroin
• delta-9-Tetrahydrocannabinol
• Cocaine
• No controlled substances (Per Lab Tests)
• Psilocyn
• Buprenorphine
• Marijuana
• Alprazolam



Methamphetamine remains the most common, single drug involved in fatal overdoses to date in 2022. 



• 60 pounds of methamphetamine and 3 kilograms (6.6 pounds) of fentanyl 
pills

• Reference: 1 kilogram equals 1,000,000 milligrams (500,000 potential lethal 
doses)

Recent UHP Interdiction Team Meth Seizure





 



Fentanyl - What is it?
• A powerful synthetic opioid 50-100 times stronger that morphine
• Developed originally for pain management in treatment of cancer patients
• Also used an anesthetic during surgeries 
• Chemical structure can be easily modified (Carfentanil as an example)
• Mexican Drug Cartels are focused on profit – Mother Nature plays no part



Fentanyl Death Rates in U.S. 
2016 2017 2018

2019 2020 2021



Which one is fake?





Utah 
Overdose 
Data 
2000-2022

Fentanyl 
involved:

2000 – 1%
2018 – 8%
2022 – 33%
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Crime Lab Submissions
• ~73% of fentanyl samples submitted by Utah law enforcement agencies in 2022 were in the form of 

counterfeit pills
• only 10% had other drugs present
• Primarily Para-Fluorofentanyl (fentanyl analog), acetyl fentanyl, and tramadol
• 3% of heroin samples submitted in 2022 also contained fentanyl

• Methamphetamine was the most common substance submitted in 2022delta-9-THC 

• Fentanyl submissions:  2020 (55)   2021  (151)   2022  (546)

•  Xylazine presence increasing along with fentanyl submissions. 

                  ** 2018 – 2021 eight (8) items indicated Xylazine    

                  ** 2022 fifteen (15) items indicated Xylazine   

  

Utah Law Enforcement Data



 Challenges for Utah Law Enforcement

❖Mexican Transnational Criminal Organizations (TCO’s) remain the greatest 
drug trafficking threat to the U.S.

❖Control most of the U.S market / established routes / affiliations / technology

❖Production/distribution techniques not limited to historical methods 
(counterfeit prescription products)

❖Global reach enabled by international networks (Dark Web/Internet/Crypto 
Currency)

❖Utah’s proximity to Mexico – Crossroads of Western U.S.   



Where does illicit 
fentanyl come from?

Tracking Prices:

1 Fent Pill in Utah

2018 - $25 to $30
2019 - $22 to $25
2020 - $18 to $20
2021 - $10 to $13
2022 - $3 to $5

AZ/SoCal - .25 per pill

LE used to count seizures per pill – now we 
just weigh them, 4500k pills = 1 lb

Increase is fentanyl powder seizures is a 
concern – why?

Increase in amount of fentanyl per pill
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Emerging Threats

❑Xylazine – known as “Tranq” on the street, due to 
being a large animal tranquilizer.  Prolongs the effects 
of fentanyl but has severe side effects, including 
necrosis.  Naloxone may have limited effect

❑Fentanyl-laced Marijuana , Cocaine, Heroin and Meth 
– Assume Fentanyl is in everything





▪ Because xylazine is not an opioid, naloxone (Narcan) does not 
reverse its effects.

▪ Xylazine is a drug used for sedation, anesthesia, 
muscle relaxation, and analgesia in animals such as 
horses, cattle, and other non-human mammals.

▪ Xylazine and fentanyl drug mixtures place users at a 
higher risk of suffering a fatal drug poisoning.





• Was initially not thought possible due to high 
temperature degradation

• New evidence shows that it is

• Marijuana laced with fentanyl is a very real threat to 
young adults







What is HIDTA?
Created by Congress in the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988

A program (not an agency) managed by the Office of National Drug Control 
Policy (ONDCP)

Provides assistance to law enforcement agencies operating in areas determined to 
be critical drug-trafficking regions of the United States

Coordinate federal, state, local, and tribal drug law enforcement agencies’ 
investigations
◦ Manage
◦ De-conflict
◦ Analyze
◦ Provide Intelligence
◦ Execute drug enforcement activities



High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area 

Rocky Mountain HIDTA 
 Utah, Colorado, Montana, Wyoming

www.rmhidta.org
303-671-2180

http://www.rmhidta.org/
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HIDTA National Initiatives:
❖ Domestic Highway Enforcement (DHE) 

❖ National Emerging Threats (NETI)

❖ National Marijuana Initiative 

❖ Overdose Response Strategy

HTTPS://WWW.HIDTAPROGRAM.ORG

https://www.hidtaprogram.org/




The Overdose Response Strategy is an unprecedented 
and unique collaboration between public health and 
public safety, created to help local communities reduce 
drug overdoses and save lives by sharing timely data, 
pertinent intelligence and innovative strategies.

What is the Overdose Response 
Strategy (ORS)?



COLLABORATE across public health and public safety sectors

SHARE data, insights, and trends we are seeing related to drug 
overdose in our communities

INFORM AND HELP local communities develop local solutions to 
reduce overdoses and save lives

Overdose Response Strategy



Funded by the Office of National Drug Control Policy and 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

COLLABORATE • SHARE • INFORM & HELP

Utah’s State Team 

Overdose Response Strategy

Reshma Arrington
Public Health Analyst
Bill Newell (Interim)
Drug Intelligence Officer
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• Launch of nationwide public awareness campaign, 
“One Pill can Kill” 

• www.dea.gov/onepill
• “Assume it has fentanyl”
• www.dea.gov/fentanylawareness

DEA Resources for Parents

57



Statewide Information & Analysis 
Center (SIAC)
Utah Department of Public Safety 
Utah Statewide Information and Analysis Center
4501 S 2700 W
Salt Lake City, UT

(Unclassified//For Official Use Only)

(Unclassified//Law Enforcement Sensitive)



WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!!

(Unclassified//For Official Use Only)

(Unclassified//For Official Use Only)

SIAC MAIN LINE - 801-965-3838  SIAC EMAIL - siac@utah.gov 

Tactical Case Support



(Unclassified//For Official Use Only)

SIAC Case Support Request Portal
• New product case support URL: Siac.utah.gov/le-request



Questions?
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