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REGIONAL 
TRANSPORTATION
ISSUES

(190 Miles from Blanding to Navajo Mountain)
NAVAJO MTN

KAYENTA

BLANDING



PURPOSE AND NEED

 Overcome transportation isolation of Navajo Mountain region

 Regional connectivity

 Faster access for emergency services

 Expand educational opportunities

 Expand economic development opportunities

 Improve the quality of life for locals and visitors alike

 Preserve and highlight Navajo history and culture

 Provide a corridor for other utility services (broadband, water, power, etc)



NAVAJO MOUNTAIN FROM PIUTE MESA – APRIL 2021



NOKAI CANYON RIM (FROM PIUTE MESA) – APRIL 2021



ONE ROUTE

 To Blanding via US-163 & US 
191 (South): 117 miles

 Estimated Costs:

 Connection to Oljato 
Only: $141,000,000

 Both connections: 
$208,000,000

 Phasing allows it to move 
forward most quickly



NEXT STEPS

 Funding Needs
 $4,000,000 in 2024-2025

 Plan of Development – $600,000

 Environmental Impact Statement – $3,400,000

 $1,000,000 Recently Committed by the Navajo Nation

 Needed: Funding from the State of Utah

 Eventual Engineering and Construction
 $140M to $220M

 Phasing should be considered

 Phase 1 – Earthwork, drainage, and gravel w/ temporary microsurface treatment

 Phase 2 – Eventual asphalt pavement



FUNDING THE PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT & 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

 The Navajo Nation has committed $1,000,000



CONTACT & QUESTIONS

 Website:  www.scic-utah.org 

 Executive Director Keith Heaton

 Email: kheaton@7county.utah.gov 

 Phone:  801-230-7804

 Jones & DeMille Engineering

 Scoot Flannery, PE – scoot@jonesanddemille.com

 Brian Barton, PE – brian@jonesanddemille.com

 Phone: 435-896-8266

Seven County Infrastructure Coalition
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