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BLUEPRINT PURPOSE:
Provide Utah policymakers and 
stakeholders guidance on how to 
leverage opioid settlement funds

BLUEPRINT GOALS: 
Maximize settlement spending 
benefits and alleviate the harms 
caused by opioids in Utah

The Opioid Settlement Advisory 
Committee (OSAC) is a part of the 
Utah Opioid Task Force (UTOTF).

The OSAC is composed of voluntary 
subject matter experts from a 

broad range of relevant fields and 
has the singular task of providing 

guidance on utilizing opioid 
settlement funds expected from 

various opioid litigations.



RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES: SUBJECT MATTER EXPERTS (SMEs)

Evidence-based and 
data-driven strategies 
should be prioritized.

Results and outcomes
should be tracked and 
reported.

110 SME completed surveys
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Utah’s SME prioritize: expanding treatment and recovery opportunities (emphasis in rural areas), expanding needed services, prevention, criminal justice, and harm reduction.
Evidence-based and data-driven strategies should be prioritized. Results and outcomes should be tracked and reported.
Graphic based on responses from 110 completed and returned SME surveys (response rate 59%). 
SME areas of expertise include:  Criminal Justice, Education, EMS, Government, Harm Reduction, Behavioral Health Healthcare, Judicial, Policy, Public Health, Medical Healthcare, Law Enforcement, Lived Experience (personal), Lived Experience (family), Prevention, Recovery and Peer Support.  



RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES: SMEs WITH LIVED EXPERIENCE 
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Funding allocations by Utah Subject Matter Experts who also have lived experience. SME with lived experience offer a valued and unique perspective on priorities



TOTAL PRIORITY INVESTMENT 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
ALL SMEs
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Utah subject matter experts (SME), across all fields, identify treatment and recovery (35%) as the most prioritized area of investment to address the opioid crisis. The next most ranked area of investment is expanding needed and/or non-existing services (19%), followed by equal proportions to criminal justice strategies (17%) and prevention strategies (17%), and lastly harm reduction strategies (12%).
The above five broader strategy categories and the more granular programming concepts to the left can be evaluated and explored in individual communities as needs assessments, response strategies, and spending planning are undertaken.



PRIORITIES AND IMPACTS FROM THE PUBLIC SURVEY

1,300 responses 
Source: UtahOpioidPriorities.org 

70% believe opioids 
are a “Big Problem” 
in their community

43% experienced 
death of a friend or 

family member 
related to opioids
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Key  Takeaways from the Public  Survey:
Over 1,300 responses as of 01/10/22.
Utahns have felt the impacts of the opioid crisis deeply.
43% have experienced the death of a friend or family member.  
70% report that opioids are a “Big Problem” in their community. 



Keep the focus on the intent of the opioid settlements:

AMELIORATE THE HARMS OF OPIOIDS 
ON OUR COMMUNITIES

Unprecedented opportunity to invest in solutions to address the 
needs of people impacted by opioids and substance use disorders
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