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2022: 8,765 victims of Child Maltreatment in Utah (Reported)

Source: 2022 Report from the Children’s Bureau (Administration for Children and Families) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
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HB272S4: Key Policy Points

56 In determining any form of custody and parent-time…the court
57 shall consider the best interest of the child 
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Shall Consider 30-3-10 (2,3)

• evidence of domestic violence, 

physical abuse, and sexual abuse

• intentional exposure to 

pornography

• danger to the child's physical 

health or safety

May Consider 30-3-10 (4) items a-p

• psychological maltreatment; 

• child’s developmental needs (physical, 

emotional, educational, medical)

• parenting skills, communication skills, 

past conduct, character, emotional 

stability, drug & alcohol abuse, 

financial responsibilities, siblings, other 

factors, etc

New

Redefined from  

“emotional abuse”



HB272S4: Key Policy Points
Psychological Maltreatment/Abuse 
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Definition from APSAC (American Professional 

Society on Abuse of Children)



HB272S4:

Supervised 
Parent 
Time
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HB272S4: Key Policy Points
Indefinite Supervised Parent Time
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HB272S4: 

Standard 
of “expert 
“evidence” 
for abuse
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HB272S4: Key Policy Points
Removing a child from a parent
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HB272S4: Key Policy Points
Reunification Treatment
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HB272S4:Family Violence Training For Court Personnel
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HB272S4: Child Maltreatment Prevention Best Practices
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David Corwin, MD 
Board certified in Psychiatry and 

Child Psychiatry

Professor (Clinical) of Pediatrics 
University of Utah

Former President of the American 

Professional Society on the Abuse of 
Children (APSAC) 

Kristine Campbell, MD
Pediatrician, Primary Children's Medical 

Center

Professor in the Department of Pediatrics, 

Division of Child Protection and Family Health 

of the University of Utah.

Dr. Campbell’s research interests focus on 

understanding the experiences of children and 

families after child maltreatment, and interventions 

to improve outcomes for these families. 

https://www.apsac.org/


THANK
YOU



Existing State Law

(c) Absent a showing by a preponderance of the evidence of real harm 
or substantiated potential harm to the child: 

(i) it is in the best interests of the child of divorcing, divorced, or 
adjudicated parents to have frequent, meaningful, and continuing 
access to each parent following separation or divorce; 

(ii) each divorcing, separating, or adjudicated parent is entitled to 
and responsible for frequent, meaningful, and continuing access 
with the parent's child consistent with the child's best interests; and 

(iii) it is in the best interests of the child to have both parents 
actively involved in parenting the child. 
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