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ABOUT US
The State Security Division is tasked with 
establishing recommendations and best 
practices regarding school safety and security 
through partnerships with the State Board of 
Education, School Safety Center, county sheriffs, 
local law enforcement, and local education 
agencies. Through engaged partnerships we will 
strive to make schools in Utah a safe and secure 
learning environment.



VISION
To provide a safe and secure 
environment to learn, work, and 
recreate statewide.



MISSION
Providing a safe and secure environment statewide 
through professional service and engaged 
partnerships.



VALUES
• Professional

• Providing a safe and secure environment statewide through 

professional service and engaged partnerships.

• Collaborative
• We will strive to collaborate with stakeholders across the 

state to foster ideas and innovative solutions to address 

individual needs while meeting state statutory requirements.

• Innovative
• Be innovative with solutions to individualize environments 

and conditions.



OUR TEAM OUR TEAM MATT PENNINGTON

JEREMY BARNES
School Safety Center Liaison
- 18 years of law enforcement 
experience



UTAH’S
PRIORITIES
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Detection
- Ability to communicate within the school 

and to emergency responders and call 

centers that a threat or incident is occurring 

or is about to occur.

- Alyssa’s Law, wearable panic alert

Delay Through Building and Site Security
- Secure vestibules

- Limited entry points

- Ability to lockdown classrooms and large gathering areas.

- CPTED Principles

Response
- School Resource Officer

- Armed Private Security

- Guardian

- School employee armed and trained


