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S i g n a t u r e  T h r e s h o l d s
State Registered 

Voters
State 
House

State 
Senate

U.S. House U.S. 
Senate

Governor President

Utah 1,726,066 1,000 2,000 7,000 28,000 28,000 -

Indiana 4,674,413 0 0 0 4,500 4,500 4,500

Virginia 5,976,125 125 250 1,000 12,000 12,000 2,200

Texas 15,831,573 500 500 500 5,000 5,000 5,000

Colorado 4,520,907 1,000 1,000 1,500 10,500 10,500 5,000

Arizona 4,109,270 200 200 2,616 21,047 21,047 25,000

Washington 4,867,913 568 568 1,740 1,740 1,900 -

“A state has a legitimate interest in requiring a showing of a "significant modicum of support" before it prints on the state election ballot the name of a political party 
and its slate of candidates. This serves the important state interest of avoiding "confusion, deception, and even frustration of the democratic process at the general election." Jenness v. 
Fortson, 403 U.S. 431, 442, 91 S.Ct. 1970, 29 L.Ed.2d 554 (1971). Furthermore, the states "have important interests in protecting the integrity of their political processes from frivolous or 
fraudulent candidacies, in ensuring that their election processes are efficient, in avoiding voter confusion caused by an overcrowded ballot, and in avoiding the expense and burden of run-off 
elections." Clements v. Fashing, 457 U.S. 957, 102 S.Ct. 2836, 73 L.Ed.2d 508 (1982)” - Utah Republican Party v. Cox, 885 F.3d 1219 (10th Cir. 2018)



A  “ P r i v a t e ”  O r g a n i z a t i o n ?

“We think that this statutory system for the selection of party nominees for inclusion on the 
general election ballot makes the party which is required to follow these legislative 
directions an agency of the state in so far as it determines the participants in a primary 
election. The party takes its character as a state agency from the duties imposed upon it by 
state statutes; the duties do not become matters of private law because they are 
performed by a political party.” - Smith v. Allwright, 321 U.S. 649 (1944)



I n i t i a l  C o n c e r n s
Why we did it
• The premise of the presidential preference poll was flawed because political parties 

are not “private” organizations.
• Withheld voters meant the process was doomed to failure.
• 20% of voters could not physically be authenticated.
• There are not enough classrooms in Utah to physically accommodate even 

moderate primary turnout.
• If turnout fell below capacity, 90% of voters would be disenfranchised.
• The Utah Republican Party lacks the financial resources to match marketing power 

of a ballot in every mailbox.
• The caucus system is physically designed to minimize participation and to block 

qualified candidates from the ballot.



Message #1

“On August 19th 2023, the State Central Committee of the Utah Republican Party decided that the Utah Republican Party will 
NOT hold a Presidential Primary election in 2024. 

While your Democratic and Unaffiliated neighbors all received ballots in the mail this week for the 2024 Presidential Primary, 
YOU WILL NOT!!! 

If you are ok with this decision, reply "Yes" to this message to indicate your support. 

If you believe that your right to vote is important and should be protected, then call the Utah Republican Party at (435) 666-
2024 or email Republican Party Chairman Rob Axson at Chair@utahgop.org to express your concerns.

Thank you.”

Sent to 161,895 recipients



E m a i l  r e s p o n s e s

1,702 emails sent and ~400 phone calls received.



M a r c h  5 t h  A f t e r m a t h



P r i m a r y  T u r n o u t
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Message #2

“On a scale of 1 to 5 (5 = Very Satisfied, 1 = Very Unsatisfied), how would you rate your 
experience with the Utah Republican Party's Presidential Preference Poll on Tuesday, 
March 5th. 

If you have specific feedback about your caucus experience or the party's decision to hold a 
"preference poll" at caucus instead of a Primary election, you can contact Utah Republican 
Party Chairman Rob Axson at chair@utahgop.org or respond to this text.”

Sent to 410,356 recipients



S t a t e w i d e  r e s u l t s



One 53.5%
One/Two 62.6%
Unhappy 72.8%
Happy 21.4%
Four/Five 20.4%
Five 13.9%

Minus-One 61 
Zero 199 
One 6,001
Two 1,071
Three 694 
Four 753 
Five 1,630

61 199 

6,001 

1,071 
694 753 

1,630 
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Text Responses

S t a t e w i d e  r e s u l t s



S t a t i s t i c a l  S i g n i f i c a n c e



County total Rno
Piute 5 100.0 
Grand 41 87.8 
Salt Lake 3437 85.2 
Wasatch 230 79.6 
Summit 95 78.9 
Beaver 17 76.5 
Tooele 234 73.5 
Utah 3665 69.5 
Davis 1445 69.3 
Weber 571 65.5 
Duchesne 100 65.0 
Box Elder 198 64.6 
Sevier 82 64.6 
Morgan 68 63.2 
Cache 440 62.7 
Uintah 138 61.6 
Emery 41 61.0 
Juab 51 60.8 
Carbon 62 59.7 
Iron 134 59.0 
Millard 46 58.7 
San Juan 31 58.1 
Sanpete 107 57.9 
Daggett 7 57.1 
Washington 412 56.3 
Kane 17 47.1 
Garfield 15 33.3 
Rich 7 28.6 
Wayne 9 22.2 



County total R1
Piute 5 80.0 
Salt Lake 3437 64.9 
Grand 41 63.4 
Summit 95 62.1 
Wasatch 230 54.3 
Tooele 234 53.4 
Beaver 17 52.9 
Morgan 68 52.9 
Utah 3665 50.8 
Weber 571 49.7 
Davis 1445 49.5 
Iron 134 47.0 
Cache 440 45.2 
Carbon 62 45.2 
Box Elder 198 43.9 
Sanpete 107 43.9 
Daggett 7 42.9 
Uintah 138 42.8 
Sevier 82 42.7 
San Juan 31 41.9 
Duchesne 100 39.0 
Washington 412 37.9 
Millard 46 37.0 
Juab 51 35.3 
Emery 41 34.1 
Kane 17 23.5 
Garfield 15 20.0 
Rich 7 14.3 
Wayne 9 11.1 



LD total Rno LD total Rno
23 125 92.8 17 216 70.4 
32 53 92.5 64 252 70.2 
41 240 92.1 10 50 70.0 
35 180 91.1 26 59 69.5 
22 96 90.6 53 254 69.3 
24 74 90.5 65 244 69.3 
33 287 89.5 15 190 68.4 
42 70 88.6 74 120 68.3 
21 33 87.9 7 109 67.0 
43 106 87.7 57 203 66.5 
34 185 87.6 51 255 65.9 
36 191 86.9 50 174 65.5 
39 150 86.7 70 139 65.5 
48 174 86.2 2 139 65.5 
31 72 86.1 30 52 65.4 
37 71 84.5 58 394 65.2 
46 140 84.3 6 144 64.6 
45 138 84.1 3 107 64.5 
40 115 81.7 13 119 63.9 
44 197 81.7 12 119 63.9 
59 247 81.4 4 135 63.7 
62 152 80.3 71 90 63.3 
38 120 80.0 68 169 63.3 
27 77 77.9 16 150 62.7 
25 17 76.5 11 69 62.3 
49 161 76.4 1 132 62.1 
47 159 76.1 69 124 60.5 
60 91 75.8 56 184 60.3 
52 214 73.8 67 140 59.3 
20 148 73.6 66 160 58.1 

8 94 73.4 5 157 58.0 
63 345 73.0 9 76 56.6 
28 118 72.9 73 95 55.8 
54 409 71.9 72 94 48.9 
19 209 71.8 75 94 47.9 
14 101 71.3 
29 149 71.1 
55 251 70.9 
61 161 70.8 
18 241 70.5 



LD total Rno LD total Rno
22 96 77.1 53 254 51.2 
24 74 77.0 29 149 51.0 
21 33 75.8 61 161 50.3 
23 125 75.2 50 174 50.0 
41 240 73.3 71 90 50.0 
35 180 70.0 64 252 49.6 
39 150 70.0 6 144 49.3 
34 185 69.2 51 255 49.0 
42 70 68.6 18 241 49.0 
32 53 67.9 12 119 48.7 
33 287 66.2 7 109 47.7 
36 191 65.4 17 216 47.7 
37 71 64.8 74 120 47.5 
45 138 63.8 70 139 47.5 
40 115 63.5 15 190 47.4 
38 120 63.3 16 150 47.3 
43 106 63.2 56 184 46.7 
48 174 61.5 65 244 46.3 
31 72 61.1 3 107 45.8 
44 197 59.9 26 59 45.8 
10 50 58.0 2 139 45.3 
54 409 57.5 57 203 45.3 
62 152 57.2 11 69 44.9 
46 140 57.1 1 132 44.7 
49 161 57.1 13 119 43.7 
52 214 56.5 58 394 42.9 
59 247 55.9 5 157 42.7 
30 52 55.8 9 76 42.1 
20 148 54.7 68 169 42.0 
47 159 54.7 66 160 41.3 
27 77 54.5 69 124 41.1 
55 251 54.2 67 140 38.6 
19 209 54.1 73 95 37.9 

8 94 53.2 75 94 31.9 
25 17 52.9 72 94 29.8 
60 91 52.7 
28 118 52.5 
63 345 52.2 

4 135 51.9 
14 101 51.5 



SD total Rno
9 222 91.4 

14 606 90.4 
13 232 87.9 
15 337 85.8 
16 411 84.9 
19 341 84.5 
17 512 83.8 
12 170 78.8 
18 370 78.4 

8 443 74.7 
10 92 73.9 
26 579 73.4 
20 468 73.3 
11 334 71.3 
22 548 70.6 
21 826 69.9 

6 347 69.7 
24 543 68.5 

5 186 68.3 
7 555 68.1 

25 553 67.3 
3 258 67.1 
1 373 66.0 

23 490 64.3 
2 338 63.0 
4 327 60.6 

29 257 59.9 
27 411 59.4 
28 247 57.9 



SD total Rno
9 222 46.9 

14 606 45.0 
13 232 50.0 
15 337 46.5 
16 411 54.3 
19 341 49.6 
17 512 47.2 
12 170 56.9 
18 370 76.1 

8 443 51.1 
10 92 52.1 
26 579 58.8 
20 468 68.5 
11 334 69.3 
22 548 66.5 
21 826 66.9 

6 347 62.7 
24 543 55.1 

5 186 63.3 
7 555 49.4 

25 553 53.6 
3 258 53.5 
1 373 45.5 

23 490 45.7 
2 338 47.4 
4 327 51.8 

29 257 39.7 
27 411 42.5 
28 247 41.6 









“I am embarrassed to be a Utah Republican. First, the 
caucus seemed designed to limit participation. I can't 
think of any reason other than that to do a caucus 
instead of a normal voting election.…It could have been 
worse, I guess, if a helicopter crashed into a caucus 
building. But other than that, this caucus was as bad as 
it gets…” – John B.

“Words can not express how disappointing the caucus was…The 
caucus is antidemocratic. By putting up unnecessary barriers to 
inclusion of all registered Republicans and wasting everyone's time 
and money you discourage people from voting…” – Gregory F.

“I don't have the patience or energy to spend hours 
playing the caucus game. In the end, the system is just 
another way of disenfranchising voters.
…” – name withheld

“First time in my life of 72 years I [haven’t] voted. I use 
a computer every day all day so I know what I'm doing
tech wise. This was a bad idea and poorly executed.
…” – Marianne M.

“It made me angry that they did it this way, instead of a 
typical primary election, mostly because the 
requirement to attend in person discriminated
against a large number of people who might otherwise 
have voted. People with disabilities, elderly people, 
people who had to work, people who
were traveling, people in the hospital, the list could go 
on and on. None of those people got to cast their vote.
…” – Jennifer M.

“Was a disorganized joke, and what is the purpose? 
making it harder and more time consuming to vote? 
…Less transparency, more difficult and time consuming
to "vote", no perceivable benefits, so why???” – Mary 
M.

“I was unsatisfied because I wasn't able to participate 
without attending a caucus. I'm a busy college student 
and I want my voice to matter whether
or not I'm available on a specific evening…” – Eliza F.

“The caucus system used by the State Republican 
Party was a disaster...This is just the latest example of 
the old boys network of elitism that has existed in the 
Utah State Republican Party for quite some time…” – 
John H.

“I believe the party deliberately disenfranchised many 
voters when they chose the caucuses. Not all people 
can physically get to the caucuses and the party wasn't 
clear about the process. It's way too lengthy for many of 
the elderly…” – John B.

“When you move from a primary voting system to the 
caucus method, it seems as though the few people in 
power are afraid of what the majority
voters would like. So in a bid to consolidate power it 
was chosen to do something that benefits the elite few 
rather than the will of the majority…” – Samuel H.



“I hope they never do this again. My health condition 
made it impossible to attend and your rules essentially 
eliminated my vote…“ – Claudia B.

“…your caucus system has become a 
mechanism for extreme polarization. Welcome to 
Germany of the 1930s…” – Gregory F.

“I think the decision not to do a real Primary is 
unconscionable. I have been a lifelong GOP 
member and have never felt so alienated by the 
party that purports to represent me…” – Teresa A.

“Designed to discourage turnout. Terrible for 
democracy. Makes me rethink my party 
affiliation…” – Brett S.

“It seems to me that we are disenfranchising voters who 
have small children and no one to leave them with, as 
well as some elderly and handicapped people who find 
it very difficult, if not impossible to attend a caucus 
meeting. The primary election makes it so much
easier for the voter. That is part of the goal, I hope.
…” – Shirley F.

“Communism! Seems to me that the Democrats want 
no one else to vote ! The republicans have turned into a 
bunch of pansies ! What ever happened to standing up 
for the Constitution of the United States? My father 
served as a Tank commander for twenty-one years 
ww2 , Korea and Nam ! This is pathetic . Why is no one 
standing up for this country…” – Ed B.

“They claim it provides for more involvement by voters. 
That seems to say we can't have a say if we don't have 
2-3 hours on a set night of your choosing. We are smart 
enough to be informed without your help on primary 
voting day Hold the caucus on a different day so 
everyone can vote…” – Vicky C.

“Preference poll is just a hidden way to say reduce 
voter turnout. Not everyone can attend caucus meetings 
and you leave them without a voice. I'd
argue it does more harm than good to this party that 
has become the hypocritical joke of the world's 
conservatives…” – Jason G.

“My wife and I registered for absentee vote but couldn't 
find anyone to take our ballots. I am 75 and my wife is 73. 
We both have health issues and feel that we were cheated 
out of our vote. We could have voted at a poling location 
earlier in the day, attending a caucus in the cold and dark 
was not going to work for us!” – Richard J.

“We have voted in every primary and general election 
since we were 21. Now 84. Did not know about 
caucus or anything about it…” – Barbara P.



“It was an absolute disaster! People were not 
registered, many could not attend because of small 
children, they sat in a corner and hand counted
votes. That is not secure! Go back to mail in ballots. 
There is no way this Tuesday disaster was more secure 
or accurate. Absolute mockery of the
political process.…“ – Denise S.

“I would prefer a primary election over a caucus. As a 
young mother, I cannot go to such a long event in the 
evening to make my preference known. It similarly limits 
participation of people who work evenings, have social 
anxiety, and a plethora of other issues. I feel like it limits 
the voices of many people.…” – Marian D.

“Your disenfranchisement of so many voters by having a one-night disorganized 
caucus is a bad as Jim Crow laws. What a joke for the purpose of keeping power in 
hands of a few. D&C 121:39 should be read for your self-righteous persons that call 
yourself Christian. Worst experience of my lifetime in a primary.…” – Kevin S.

“I had a conflict and could not attend. There are few 
people I would trust with a copy of my driver license and 
unfortunately, none of them were in my caucus location. 
I feel that the difficulty in participating in absentia was a 
significant barrier to being able to make my preference 
known…” – Deborah B.“I think it is a travesty that more people are not 

included. My 80 year old sister was disgusted that she 
would be required to leave her house for a caucus when 
she could have voted by mail from home. I think we 
need a primary and to do away with the caucus 
system.…” – Tracy F.

“What a joke. Why does this party prevent voters from 
participating? The mail in primary is so much better. It is 
embarrassing to the State to be
the last one to report voting results. Idiots run the R 
leadership.…” – Kevin S.

“I am writing to tell you that I am very disappointed that the Utah Republican Party decided 
against having a Presidential Republican Primary Election this year. I am a registered 
Republican and have been for 40 years. It seems to me that, over the past several years, 
the Republican leaders in our state have made decisions…” – Vicky C.

“I was very unsatisfied. I went to the health department 
to vote, only to find that there was no voting. I had a 
class during the caucus meeting time, so I couldn't vote. 
That was frustrating to me.…” – Ruth L. “Why has my ballot been taken away??? I am very 

displeased by the fact that my right to vote has become 
so complicated this year when it is so important. Why 
have things changed ? Why are my spouse & I are not 
receiving a ballot in the mail?? Since when does the 
PARTY decide that we Republican citizens cannot 
receive a ballot in the mail any longer but must show up 
in person @ the Caucus meeting. What if we are sick, 
what if there's been a death in the family (G-d forbid) , 
what if we are out of town, or have to work the evening 
of the caucus?? This is very upsetting to me. I think the 
party is manipulating our right to vote & that this policy 
is going to skew the Presidential Primary Election . It's 
wrong to have it being done this way & limiting our right
as Republicans to vote.…” – Richard J.



“I felt like the Republicans stole my God 
given rite to vote…“ – Henry C.

“My Republican neighbor who was ill Tuesday could not 
vote. There was no alternative for her. The running of 
the voting was a joke. A clown show.…” – Julie M.

“The caucus system as run by party insiders is designed to take 
away my vote. Those in power fear a vote because their agendas 
are at risk. The caucus system is designed to protect their power. 
We need a fair primary.…” – Mark R.

“Completely unorganized and right in the middle of 
bedtime for parents. The time really catered to a certain 
empty nester Republican demographic.
It should be an open primary.…” – Courtney P.

“We do not like the caucus system. It is not 
representative. No one we know went to one. We're 
embarrassed to be Republicans…” – Margaret J.

“Not everyone can make it to caucus. With the primary voting I 
was able to vote when I had time. I feel like I was cheated out of 
voting this year…” – Jared J.

“Very unsatisfied. And how ironic is it that the header of your 
message is an image of a vote by mail ballot that we were denied 
this year? Deciding to hold a caucus was a terrible mistake. I feel as 
if my right to a private vote, unencumbered by public pressure, has 
been taken from me. As a veteran, I feel my country is, slowly but 
surely, leaving behind the core values for which I fought and 
sacrificed.…” – Vicky C.“"Preference polls " indicate the Utah Republican Party 

really doesn't care what it's members think and our 
opinions were only for show. It was clear
the party already knew what it was going to do, but 
were afraid of letting a true vote happen, because 
maybe the vote would have gone against
what party leadership (national or local) wanted to 
happen. Very disappointed in sham…” – Katie G.

“I rate it a 0. This was a total fiasco and very discriminating against senior 
citizens. The process was confusing and totally took away our right to vote. 
I'm not sure Trump would have carried Utah had the seniors been allowed 
to participate. I'm so mad at the Utah Republican Party over this scam I'm 
switching to Independent. That Rob Axson should be fired immediately.…” 
– Richard J.

“I wasn't able to vote because I was out of 
town. The most stupid way to vote! Hold a 
Primary election instead of at a caucus!
…” – Camille T.

“I was extremely disappointed that I was 
restricted in casting my vote in a Republican 
primary. Shame on the decision makers for 
creating such a catastrophic event to replace 
the opportunity to go to a polling place and 
cast his/her constitutional rights vote for the 
candidate of choice.…” – Charles K.

“Whoever came up with that idea is a moron…” – Elizabeth F.



Daryl Acumen
Draper Data Services

THANK YOU
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