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Definition of Words and Terms

• ADU (Accessory Dwelling Unit)

• DADU (Detached Accessory Dwelling Unit)

• IADU (Internal Accessory Dwelling Unit)





▪ DADU Height/Coverage: Must meet underlying zone

▪ Number: One ADU per single family home

▪ Parking: One for the ADU and two for the single family home

▪ Size: A DADU shall be equal to or subordinate to the footprint 
and an IADU to the floor area of the SF dwelling.

▪ Foundation: Secured to a permanent concrete foundation

▪ Occupants: One family.

▪ Temporary Absentee Ownership.

▪ Notice of ADU.



Housing Affordability In Farmington City
• For Sale Townhomes = $500K +

• Freestanding Homes = $750K +

• New Construction Homes = $1M+

• Average household income = $130,000 (Census)

• $165,000 needed to purchase a home value of $500K
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Is a “For Sale” DADU Possible ?

• January 2024 – Introduction to Planning Commission

• February 2024 – City Council discussion



Timeline
• January 2024 – Introduction to Planning Commission

• February 2024 – City Council discussion

• May 2024 – Working Committee meetings begin

• July 2024 – Planning Commission recommendation

• July 2024 – City Council approval



Working Committee Participants
• Planning Commission:

• Commission Chair

• Retired attorney

• Realtor

• City Council:
• Property Owner

• PhD Urban Planning and Economics

• Consultants:
• Lender

• Appraiser

• Realtor

• Loan officer



*SF = Single-Family Dwelling
*SSF = Subordinate Single-Family Dwelling



▪ Separate Utilities Required for the SSF

▪ Certificate of Occupancy: A property owner, or the City, 
shall not record a subdivision to enable an SSF until the 
City has issued a certificate of occupancy for the SSF.

▪ DADU Parcel: A defined area of ground which contains only 
two lots, each with a dwelling, and which, if combined 
together as one lot, including the structures thereon, 
meets the building lot, building placement, building height, 
parking standards, and other requirements of the 
underlying zone.

▪ SSF: A Subordinate Single-Family dwelling (SSF) is a 
DADU held in separate ownership from owner of the 
single-family dwelling, which ownership includes land 
separate from the DADU.

*SF = Single-Family Dwelling
*SSF = Subordinate Single-Family Dwelling



Detached Ownership Options
• Land lease, but ownership of building

• “Condo”

• Ownership of building and land

• --------------------------------------------------

• --------------------------------------------------



*SF = Single-Family Dwelling
*SSF = Subordinate Single-Family Dwelling



DADU Examples











Option 2

Option 1

Option 3

Option 4

Option 5
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Background – Why For Sale DADUs ?
• Renting is not affordable eliminating the ability to save for a down payment

• Renting does not enable the creation of equity

• Developers build similar homes and then tend to sell to homogeneous buyers 
causing neighborhoods to age and die

• Families are getting smaller; single person and single parent households are 
more frequent

• Housing not affordable in Farmington

• “Drive to own” is getting more difficult with traffic congestion

• Children are being forced to move-away



*SF = Single-Family Dwelling
*SSF = Subordinate Single-Family Dwelling



Benefits of DADU Ownership

• Housing affordability

• Demographic diversity

• Age in-place

• Reduce fear of overbuilding for neighborhood with ADU’s

• Downsize in familiar neighborhood

• Discourages “flippers” by requiring 3-year ownership

• Eliminates large lot non-maintenance  



Downside of DADU Ownership

• Architectural compatibility with neighborhood

• Neighbor impact

• Parking

• “Pick your neighbors”



*SF = Single-Family Dwelling
*SSF = Subordinate Single-Family Dwelling



Benefits of a DADU Rental

• Income source

• 1:1 ratio of owner to tenant

• No absentee landlord

• On-site maintenance arrangement







Questions or Comments?
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Farmington City

Thank You
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