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Subcommittee Role & Process
2025 GS | Higher Education Appropriations Subcommittee 

Subcommittee Role 
• Support Legislature’s Constitutional Role 

of Budget Oversight
o Constitutional Role to Establish & Maintain a 

Higher Education System 
o Ensure Proper Distribution of State 

Resources 
o Address Budgetary & System Concerns 
o Evaluate Performance [Goals & Outcomes]

Process 

2Budget Introductions & Process | Legislative Fiscal Analyst

• Review Budgets & Make Adjustments 
o House Bill 1 – Higher Education Base Budget

▪ Starting Point for Budget

o Review All Budgetary Line Items 
o Evaluate & Prioritize Funding 

Recommendations to Legislature 
▪ Staff | State Board | Governor | RFA | Other
▪ Senate Bill 2 – New Fiscal Year Supplemental 

Appropriations Act

1
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Budget Changes 
2025 GS | Higher Education Appropriations Subcommittee 

Adjustments 
• Base Budget Amounts Can be Changed to 

Meet Priorities or System Efficiencies 
o Reallocation – Move Funding within Budget

▪ Joint Positive/Negative Adjustment 

▪ Funding Stays in Budget

o Reduction – Reduce or Eliminate or Funding   
▪ Negative Adjustment [Possible Reallocation]
▪ Funding Stays in Budget or Transferred to  

General Revenue [GF|ITF|USF]

o Increase – New Program/Additional Funding
▪ New Funding Prioritized by Subcommittee

▪ Ongoing & One-time Priority Lists 

What Can I Do? 
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• Ask Questions 
o What is your mission? Who are your 

customers? 
o How do you track progress in meeting 

performance goals and outcomes? What 
results are expected? 

o What prohibits you from meeting 
performance goals? 

o How will your proposed budget improve 
results? 

o How will results change if funding is 
increased or decreased by 5 percent? 

o How can the Legislature assist in meeting 
student needs and academic outcomes? 

4
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Subcommittee 
Meetings
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Subcommittee Meetings 
2025 GS | Higher Education Appropriations Subcommittee 

Meetings 
• Subcommittee Meets All Year 
o Meetings: 8 Session | 3 Interim
o Video Streaming | Recording 
o Contact Chairs/Staff with Agenda Requests 

• Remote Participation 
o Legislators

▪ Procedures Outlined in Rule 

▪ Notify Subcommittee Chairs & Staff 

o Agency | Institutions | Public 
▪ Notify Staff Prior to Meeting Start  
▪ Promoted to Presenter for Agenda Item 

• Meeting Documents
o Subcommittee Web Page 

In-Meeting Process 
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• Analyst Presentation of Budget Line Item 
o Review Revenues & Expenditures 
o Explain Current Budgetary Issues 
o Recommend Changes

▪ Increases | Reductions | Reallocations 

• Executive Branch Input 
o Higher Education Board | Institutions 

▪ Provide Information or Answer Questions 
▪ Make Budget Requests and Report Performance 

• Subcommittee Discussion & Action 
o Public Input at Discretion of Chair 
o Most Budgetary Actions Taken in Final Meeting

Rules, Quorum, & Voting 
2025 GS | Higher Education Appropriations Subcommittee 

Rules 

• Specific for Appropriations  
Subcommittees 
o Found in JR3-2

• Quorum & Procedure 
Requirements 
oNo “House of Chair” or 

Standing/Interim Committee 
Rules 

Quorum 

• Requirements [JR2-2-404]
o 50% in One House

o 50% + in the Other House  

• Cannot “Split” a Person
o 8 Sens | 9 Reps

• Leadership Excluded When 
Not in Attendance 
oCounted When Present

o 3 Sens | 2 Reps

Voting 

• Requirements [JR2-2-404]
oOf Members Present: 

o 50% in One House

o 50% + in the Other House 

• Cannot “Split” a Person 
oAll Members Present

▪ 4 Sens | 5 Reps 

oAll Leadership Absent

▪ 3 Sens | 4 Reps 
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https://le.utah.gov/committee/committee.jsp?year=2025&com=APPHED
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/TitleJR3/Chapter2/JR3-2.html?v=JR3-2_2017030920170309
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/TitleJR3/Chapter2/JR3-2-S404.html?v=JR3-2-S404_2018030820180308
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/TitleJR3/Chapter2/JR3-2-S404.html?v=JR3-2-S404_2018030820180308
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Section 3

State Budget
Revenue Estimates, 
Changes, & Set-Asides
Staff Recommendations

Revenue 
Estimates

December 2024

• Adopted by Executive Appropriations Committee
o General and Income Tax Funds | Change from May 2024

• Available Revenue 
o ($2.3 M) FY 2024 | $57.0 M FY 2025 | $435.6 M FY 2026
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Base Budget 

Changes &
Set-Asides

• Adopted by 
Executive 
Appropriations 

• Included in Base 
Budget 
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Net Available 
Revenue

December 2024

• After EAC 
Adjustments in 
December

• Includes:
o FY 2024 Close-

Out & FY 2025 
Contingent 
Appropriation 
Changes

o Base Budget 
Changes

o Compensation & 
Tax Reduction 
Set-Asides 
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Staff Budget Recommendations 
2025 GS | Higher Education Appropriations Subcommittee 

Statutory Role Highlights 
• Make Recommendations on the Budget
o Funding & Performance of Programs
o Increases or Decreases to Spending

▪ Continue at Current Level of Expenditure
▪ Continue at a Different Level of Expenditure

▪ Termination 

o Report Instances of Failure to Implement 
Expressed Legislative Intent 

o Propose Changes for More Effective 
Operation or Administration  

• Legislature Makes Final Budget Decisions
o Changes Reflected in Budget Bills or Other 

Legislation 

2025 General Session 
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• Identify Potential Budget Reductions 
o No Reduction Target

• Identify Potential Budget Increases
o Limited – Statutory Req. or Commitment

• All Budget Changes [Increases or Decreases] 
Reviewed by Subcommittee
o Staff Recommendations: Raise Budget Issues & 

Provide Options 
▪ New Programs that Have Not Been Reviewed 

▪ Long-term Budgetary Carve-Outs 
▪ Expenditure Trends | Nonlapsing Balance Growth 

o Agency or Institution Input May Provide Additional 
Context for Consideration

1
2

Section 4

Budget Resources
budget.utah.gov 
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Compendium of Budget Information [COBI]
2025 GS | Budget Resources 

• Online Budget Resource 
o Descriptions of All Agencies, 

Line Items, & Programs 
o Governing Statutes 
o Financial Information 

▪ Revenues | Expenditures 
▪ Budget History [2021-2026]

o Issues 
▪ All 2025 GS Budget Items 
▪ Requested | Prioritized | Funded

o Performance Measures 
▪ In Process [Base Bill]

o Navigation by Budget Structure 
▪ Agency | Line Item | Program 
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Staff Recommendations [COBI – Issues Tab]
2025 GS | Budget Resources 

14Budget Introductions & Process | Legislative Fiscal Analyst

13

14

https://cobi.utah.gov/2025/6/overview
https://cobi.utah.gov/2025/6/issues
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Staff Recommendations [COBI – Funding Item]
2025 GS | Budget Resources 
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Requests for 
Appropriation

Process

• Legislator Funding 
Request
o Due by Noon 

January 31st  

• Required Info
o Itemized Budget
o Performance 

Measures 

o Type of Recipient 
Organization

• State Agency Must 
Receive Funds
o Procurement Law

• No Bills 
o Fiscal Notes Over 

$1.0 Million 
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https://cobi.utah.gov/2025/6/issues/21674
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Questions? 
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