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SNAP Summer EBT
Summer Meals for School Aged Children



SNAP Summer EBT - $1,855,800 One-Time SFY26
Summer Meals for School Aged Children

Summer EBT is an optional federal/state partnership program offering an annual 
summer food benefit to Utah’s low-income children who are eligible for free and 
reduced school lunch

● $120 benefit to each eligible child
● 260,000 eligible low-income children in Utah
● $31,200,000 in federal funds (benefit is 100% federal funds)
● Benefit is placed on an Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card
● Is restricted to food purchases only



SNAP Summer EBT - $1,855,800 One-Time SFY26
Summer Meals for School Aged Children

DWS received one-time funding ($1,110,400) in the 2024 General Session to issue the 
Summer EBT benefit for summer 2025 

● Request covers all administrative costs for DWS, USBE, DTS, and EBT vendor 
for three years

● $1,855,800 is to continue to issue the benefit for summer 2026, 2027, and 
2028

○ Annual cost to administer the program is $618,600 ($1,855,800 is 3 years)
○ Annual federal food benefit $31.2M ($93.6M across 3 years)
○ $50 in federal food benefit for every $1 in state funds

● Being prioritized for Public Education funding



Cloud Based Call Center
Enterprise Change



Call Center Upgrade - $225,000 Ongoing SFY26

Utah approved a statewide, enterprise phone system modernization that will be 
deployed in DWS on July 1, 2025.  

● DWS houses a large call center
○ 1.25M annual calls in Eligibility / 100,000 annual calls in Unemployment

● This request took total operational costs using the new, enterprise system 
and subtracted current phone costs



Unemployment Insurance 
Modernization



Unemployment Insurance Modernization

In 2011 Utah Unemployment Insurance (UI) was awarded a Federal Special Reed 
Act distribution to be used for UI Modernization efforts 

● Utah has used this funding strategically to modernize the UI enterprise 
system without requesting state funds

● The UI Benefit modernized system was fully deployed in 2018
● The UI Tax system is being modernized to keep the technology aligned

This is a request for spending authority only, achieved by motion approval, and will 
not require prioritization if that spending authority is granted



Post Public 
Assistance Stability



Post Public Assistance Stability - $6M One-Time SFY26
A working group was put together to address upward mobility for those on public 
assistance.  The working group included Rep. Clancy, Rep. Gricius and Rep. 
Strong 

● Request is to fund TANF eligible pilots to improve safety net recipients’ 
upward mobility

● TANF time limited grants (3 years) to contract with local nonprofit entities 
to provide enhanced community coaching to navigate off of public 
assistance and achieve self-sufficiency

● Successes will be tracked and reported



DWS Budget 
Reductions
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SNAP Summer EBT - $1M One-Time
Summer Meals for School Aged Children

This is the one-time funding that DWS received in the 2024 General Session to 
implement SNAP Summer EBT in the summer of 2025.  If this reduction occurs:

● DWS will shut down the SNAP Summer EBT program in Utah
● 260,000 low-income children would not receive the $120 food benefit
● $31,200,000 in federal funds will not come to the state in summer 2025



Law Enforcement First 
Time Home Buyers - $1M One-Time

The program provides an interest-free, forgivable down payment and closing cost 
assistance grant to individuals working as Law Enforcement or Correctional 
Officers to purchase a home in or near the community where they work.

DWS received a $5M appropriation in FY23 and an additional $3M in FY25 for the 
program.  These are pass-through funds and the program is administered by Utah 
Housing Corporation.  

● Average grant amount is approximately $14,000                                                                                                                                 
● A $1M reduction would result in an inability to help approximately 71 law 

enforcement / correctional officer Utah families with home purchases 



Child Care and TANF



Child Care Affordability and Child Care Subsidy
Child care affordability is an issue in the state of Utah.  Market rate studies show 
the cost of child care has increased by 37%.  This increase has diminished the 
impact of DWS administered child care subsidies to income eligible families.

● Federal government recommends the child care subsidy be in the 75th 
percentile

● Utah is currently 50th percentile for school age children and 60th 
percentile for other age groups

TANF motion for committee consideration to allow any remaining TANF, 
unobligated funds to be used for TANF eligible child care.


