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Chair Burton and Committee Members:

Thank you for considering my testimony today. My name is Dr. Jonathan Madison, and | am a
Governance Fellow at the R Street Institute, a nonprofit, nonpartisan public policy research organization
dedicated to promoting limited but effective government, including in the area of election
administration. This is why HB 300 is of particular concern to us.

Utah is a national example of election administration, with a system that prioritizes both accessibility
and security. One of the hallmarks of Utah’s success has been its robust mail-in voting system, which is
widely used by Utah voters.? This system has been shown to be both safe and effective.? Attempts to roll
back mail-in voting would needlessly undermine a system that Utahns widely use and trust.?

Furthermore, mail-in voting has demonstrably increased voter participation.? Studies consistently show
that states with accessible mail-in voting options see higher turnout.® Utah has been no exception—
vote-by-mail has made it easier for eligible voters to participate without unnecessary barriers. Given the
state’s strong track record of secure elections, restricting this option would be a step backward.,

Itis also important to recognize that Utah voters overwhelmingly make use of their mail-in ballots.
Efforts to restrict this trusted system run counter to the expressed preferences of Utahns and risk
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decreasing participation in future elections. In recent polling from the Sutherland Institute, a majority of
Utahns expressed that requiring them to return their ballot in person would decrease their confidence

in election results.®

The bottom line is that Utah has set an example for the nation in effective election administration, and
HB 300 would needlessly undo that progress. Reforms to make the counting of mailed-in ballots more
efficient and ensure the ID of voters are welcome, however, this can be accomplished without
prohibiting the return of ballots via the postal system and drop boxes. Restricting mail-in voting in this
fashion would make voting harder for many Utahns. For these reasons, we urge the committee to reject

HB 300.

Thank you for your time,
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