
*8696 Jail Beds Statewide

*Corrections contracts for around 1600 jail beds, 

none in Salt Lake County

HB312 - Statewide Jail 
Capacity & Repeat 
Misdemeanor Offenders



In Utah overcrowding release 

decisions are made by a 

Sheriff, not a Judge.

Other release decisions are not included in the 

statistics found in the following slides: 

● Pretrial

● Bail or other monetary condition

● Release on own recognizance 



In 2023, Salt Lake County Jail released:

● 4017 out of around 28,090 bookings:

○ 1536 Felonies

○ 2481 Misdemeanors



In 2024, Salt Lake County Jail released:

● 3947 out of 29,436 bookings:

○ 964 felony offenses

○ 1633 misdemeanor A offenses

○ 1350 other misdemeanor offenses



(4)Before releasing an individual due to overcrowding, a sheriff shall, consistent with the 

requirements of Subsection (5), contract with another county jail to house an individual 

who:

(a)is arrested or convicted of a violent criminal offense as defined in Section 

76-3-203.10;

(b)is arrested or convicted of a drug offense that is a felony;

(c)is arrested or convicted of possession of any composition or mixture, including pills, 

that contains 100 grams or more of fentanyl or a fentanyl-related substance;

(d)is arrested or convicted of an offense of driving under the influence or driving with a 

measurable controlled substance in the body, if the offense results in death or serious 

bodily injury to an individual;

(e)has been arrested or convicted of another crime within the 30-day period 

immediately preceding the date of the arrest or conviction;

(f)has been arrested or charged with a crime that:

(i)classifies the individual as a habitual offender as defined in Section 77-18-102; or

(ii)will classify the individual as a habitual offender under Section 77-18-102 if the 

individual is convicted of the crime; or

(g)has an outstanding warrant for failing, without just cause, to appear at a time and 

place that was ordered as a condition of pretrial release.

HB312 - Overcrowding Releases Prohibited for:



Options to Increase Salt County 

Jail Capacity:

● Fully Open Oxbow - 184

● Vacate CRU - 64

● Expand Ankle Monitor - 50

● Federal Marshall’s - 200

● Jail Contract - 100

TOTAL - 598

Total bed days gained:

165,270



High Frequency 
Misdemeanor Offenders 
in SLC in 2024:

25 (19 men and 6 

women) top repeat 

offenders committed 493 

offenses in Salt Lake City 

last year. 

● 294 total jail bookings

● 199 misdemeanor 

citations



Case Study

Over 9 months, this 

individual was

arrested and 

booked into Salt 

Lake County jail 7 

times on multiple 

charges and

released for 

overcrowding 6 

times without 

seeing a judge. 

Unfortunately, this 

is not unusual.



Case Study

Over 6 months, this 

individual was arrested 20 

times.



Case Study

Over 10 months, this 

individual was

arrested and 

booked into Salt 

Lake County jail 4 

times and was 

continually released

without seeing a 

judge even though 

an arraignment was 

scheduled. 



Breakdown of 2024 
overcrowding releases in Salt 
Lake County:

1665 drug charges
610 larceny
428 trespassing
178 fraud
311 obstructing police
125 liquor offenses
106 sex offenses
96 assault - Class B misdemeanor
76 damaged property and forgery
68 obstructing gov
46 burglary
36 traffic
25 weapons

23 pending
17 stolen vehicles
11 hit and run
10 public order 
7 public peace
6 smuggling
5 health and safety
4 prostitution
3 arson
3 family offenses
3 threats
2 kidnapping
2 moral decency
2 stolen property
1 conservation
1 tax revenue



HB312 - Habitual Offender
"Habitual offender" means an individual who:

(a)(i)has been convicted in at least five previous cases for one or more felony 

offenses in each case; and

(b)(ii) the conviction for each case referred to in Subsection (10)(a)(i) occurred within the five-year period 

immediately preceding the day on which the defendant is convicted of the new felony offense before the court.;

(b)(i)has been charged with one or more felony offenses in at least nine separate 

cases; and

(ii)a felony charge in each case referred to in Subsection (10)(b)(i) was issued within 

the five-year period immediately preceding the day on which the defendant is 

convicted of the new felony offense before the court; 

(c)(i)has been convicted in at least nine previous cases for one or more misdemeanor 

offenses in each case; and

(ii)the conviction for each case referred to in Subsection (10)(c)(i) occurred within 

the three-year period immediately preceding the day on which the defendant is 

convicted of a new misdemeanor or felony offense before the court; or

(d)(i)has been charged with one or more misdemeanor offenses in at least 19 

separate cases; and

(ii)a misdemeanor charge in each case referred to in Subsection (10)(d)(i) was issued 

within the three-year period immediately preceding the day on which the 

defendant is convicted of the new misdemeanor or felony offense before the court.



When cities and 
counties fail to 
provide resources 
and support for 
public safety, the 
impacts are not 
only felt by city 
and county 
residents, but 
statewide. 



Self-Reported Homelessness Individuals in SLCo



Self Reported 
Homelessness 
Individuals in Salt 
Lake County Jail by 
crime: 



Public Safety 

should be a TOP Priority 

of Utah Cities and Counties 



HB312 is a shorter term solution to a 
serious and long standing problem. We 

must continue ongoing and collaborative 
work on this issue to ensure counties and 

cities prioritize public safety. 
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