An Overview of Sunset Reviews

Health and Human Services Interim Committee | May 21, 2025

Purpose of Sunset Reviews

Review statutes that are scheduled to be repealed, in order to:

e Eliminate programs that do not serve a clear public purpose; and
o Improve existing programs.

Guidelines for Sunset Reviews

From Utah Code Section 631-1-103
[...]

(3) The interim committee shall then consider:

(a) the extent to which the statute or agency has operated in the public interest and any
areas in which the statute or agency needs to improve its ability to operate in the public
interest;

(b) the extent to which existing statutes interfere with or assist the legitimate functions
of the statute or agency, and any other circumstances including budgetary, resource,
and personnel matters that have a bearing on the capacity of the statute or agency to
serve the public interest;

(c) the extent to which the public has been encouraged to participate in the adoption of
the rules established in connection with the statute or agency;

(d) the extent to which the statute's provisions or agency's programs and services are
duplicative of those offered by other statutes or state agencies;

(e) the extent to which the objectives of the statute or agency have been accomplished
and their public benefit;

(f) the adverse effect on the public of termination of the statute or agency; and

(g) any other matter relevant to the review.

]

Questions for Sunset Reviews

1. Is the program necessary?

2. Is the program accomplishing its objective?

3. Are there ways to improve the program?
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HHS Interim Committee Sunset Reviews — Assigned by the Legislative
Management Committee on 4-15-2025

Behavioral Health Crisis Response Committee

Sections of e 63C-18-102
Code that e 63C-18-202
Sunset e 63C-18-203
e Various references in Title 26B
Purpose The Behavioral Health Crisis Response Committee consists of 21 members with

representation from state agencies, medical and behavioral health professions,
law enforcement and EMS, health care system administrators,
telecommunication specialists, and others. The executive director of the
Huntsman Mental Health Institute chairs the committee and the Office of the
Attorney General provides staff support.

Under the direction of the Utah Behavioral Health Commission, the committee
is charged with:
- Identifying a method to integrate existing local mental health crisis
lines;
- Studying the establishment and implementation of a statewide mental
health crisis line and statewide warm line;
- Coordinating with local mental health authorities;
- Recommending standards for qualification or certification of crisis line
staff; and
- Coordinating services provided by local mental health crisis lines and
mobile crisis outreach teams.

The committee is also charged with studying and making recommendations
regarding a variety of other crisis line related logistical issues.

Current December 31, 2026 (Utah Code Section 631-1-263)

Sunset Date

Behavioral Health Receiving Center Grant Program

Sections of e 26B-5-114

Code that

Sunset

Purpose The Behavioral Health Receiving Center Grant Program is administered by the

Office of Substance Use and Mental Health (formerly the Division of Substance
Abuse and Mental Health) within the Department of Health and Human
Services. The Office is instructed to award grants for the development and
implementation of behavioral health receiving centers.
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https://le.utah.gov/interim/2025/pdf/00002033.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title63C/Chapter18/63C-18-S102.html?v=C63C-18-S102_2024050120240501
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title63C/Chapter18/63C-18-S202.html?v=C63C-18-S202_2024050120240501
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https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title26B/Chapter5/26B-5-S114.html?v=C26B-5-S114_2024050120240501

The purpose of a grant award is to:
- Increase access to mental health crisis services for individuals in the
state who are experiencing a mental health crisis; and
- Reduce the number of individuals in the state who are incarcerated or
in a hospital emergency room while experiencing a mental health crisis.

Current
Sunset Date

December 31, 2026 (Utah Code Section 631-1-226)

Mobile Crisis Outreach Team Grant Program

Sections of e 26B-5-112.5

Code that

Sunset

Purpose The Mobile Crisis Outreach Team Grant Program is administered by the Office
of Substance Use and Mental Health (formerly the Division of Substance Abuse
and Mental Health) within the Department of Health and Human Services. The
Office is instructed to award grants for the development of up to five mobile
crisis outreach teams.
The purpose of a grant award is to enable a mobile crisis outreach team to
provide mental health services 24 hours per day, seven days per week, and
every day of the year.

Current December 31, 2026 (Utah Code Section 631-1-226)

Sunset Date

Newborn Hearing Screening Committee

Sections of o 26B-1-432

Code that

Sunset

Purpose The Newborn Hearing Screening Committee is charged with advising the

department on:
1. The validity and cost of newborn infant hearing loss testing
procedures; and
2. Rules promulgated by the department to implement Section 26B-4-319.

The committee consists of 11 members appointed by the executive director of
the Department of Health and Human Services. The membership is primarily
made up of health care professionals, as well as a representative of the health
insurance industry and a consumer member.

3 Utah State Legislature | Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel



https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title63i/Chapter1/63i-1-S226.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title26B/Chapter5/26B-5-S112.5.html?v=C26B-5-S112.5_2024050120240501
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title63i/Chapter1/63i-1-S226.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title26B/Chapter1/26B-1-S432.html?v=C26B-1-S432_2023050320230503

The committee meets quarterly and is staffed by the Department of Health
and Human Services.

Current
Sunset Date

July 1, 2026 (Utah Code Section 631-1-226)

Rare Disease Advisory Council Grant Program

Sections of
Code that
Sunset

o 26B-1-402

Purpose

HB 106 (2020) instructed the Department of Health and Human Services
(DHHS) to select a grantee to manage and administer the Rare Disease
Advisory Council (RDAC). In accordance with statute, DHHS published a
request for proposals and selected BioUtah as the grantee.

The RDAC is charged with:

- Advising the Legislature and state agencies on providing services and
care to individuals with a rare disease;

- Making recommendations to the Legislature and state agencies on
improving access to treatment and services provided to individuals with
a rare disease; and

- Identifying best practices to improve the care and treatment of
individuals with a rare disease.

Current
Sunset Date

July 1, 2026 (Utah Code Section 631-1-226)

Utah Commission on Aging

Sections of e Title 63M, Chapter 11

Code that

Sunset

Purpose The structure and duties of the Utah Commission on Aging have been

amended over the years, but its purpose remains unchanged:

1. Increase public and government understanding of the current and
future needs of the state’s aging population and how those needs may
be most effectively and efficiently met;

2. Study, evaluate, and report on the projected impact that the state’s
increasing aging population will have on various aspects of society;
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https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title63i/Chapter1/63i-1-S226.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title26B/Chapter1/26B-1-S402.html?v=C26B-1-S402_2024050120240501
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3. Identify and recommend implementation of specific policies,
procedures, and programs to respond to the needs and impact of the
aging population relating to various aspects of society;

4. Facilitate coordination of the functions of public and private entities
concerned with the aging population; and

5. Accomplish the duties enumerated in Section 63M-11-203.

In addition to the purpose language, statute also provides several specific
duties and powers for the commission. The duties and powers range from
facilitating communication between public and private entities, studying and
evaluating policies, procedures, and programs implemented by other states, to
facilitating the provision of services to aging populations.

The most recent statutory change related to the Utah Commission on Aging
was in 2023 with SB 104, Master Plan for Aging. This bill amended the
reporting duties of the commission, specifying that the commission shall
produce a 10-year master plan with recommendations for services affecting
the aging population.

Current
Sunset Date

July 1, 2026 (Utah Code Section 631-1-263)

Utah Health Data Authority

Sections of e Title 26B, Chapter 8, Part 5

Code that

Sunset

Purpose The Utah Health Data Authority establishes a framework for the collection,
use, and protection of health data throughout the state. Among other things,
Title 26B, Chapter 8, Part 5 creates systems for the centralized collection,
analysis, validation, and presentation of information related to health data.

Current July 1, 2026 (Utah Code Section 631-1-226)

Sunset Date

Virtual Crisis Outreach Team Grant Program

Sections of e 26B-5-120

Code that

Sunset

Purpose The Virtual Crisis Outreach Team Grant Program is administered by the Office

of Substance Use and Mental Health (OSUMH) and is intended to support
virtual crisis outreach programs that provide the following real-time services 24
hours per day, seven days per week, and ever day of the year:
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https://le.utah.gov/~2023/bills/static/SB0104.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title63i/Chapter1/63i-1-S263.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title26B/Chapter8/26B-8-P5.html?v=C26B-8-P5_2023050320230503
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title63i/Chapter1/63i-1-S226.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title26B/Chapter5/26B-5-S120.html?v=C26B-5-S120_2024050120240501

e Crisis support, by a qualified mental or behavioral health professional,

to law enforcement officers; and

e Peer support services by a certified peer support specialist, to

individuals experiencing behavioral health crises.

Sunset Date

Current December 31, 2026 (Utah Code Section 631-1-226)

HHS-related Provisions Repealed Without Review

Repeal Code Repealed provision Repeal date

631-2-226 Section 26B-1-423, Rural Physician Loan Repayment July 1, 2026
Program Advisory Committee -- Membership --
Compensation -- Duties

631-2-226 Subsection 26B-4-703(3)(b), regarding per diem and July 1, 2026
expenses for the Rural Physician Loan Repayment
Program Advisory Committee

631-2-226 Subsection 26B-4-703(3)(c), regarding expenses for the July 1, 2026
Rural Physician Loan Repayment Program

631-2-226 Subsection 26B-4-703(6)(b), regarding recommendations | July 1, 2026
from the Rural Physician Loan Repayment Program
Advisory Committee

631-2-253 Title 53, Chapter 2¢, COVID-19 Health and Economic July 1, 2026
Response Act

631-2-264 Section 64-13-25.1(4), regarding reporting on continuation | July 1, 2026
or discontinuation of a medication assisted treatment plan
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https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title26B/Chapter1/26B-1-S423.html?v=C26B-1-S423_2023050320230503
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title26B/Chapter4/26B-4-S703.html?v=C26B-4-S703_2024050120240501
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