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A major theme
throughout both the June
2025 audit and the Book
Review released in
October is that proactive
processes will help
prevent the need for
reactive procedures.

Proactive
Policies

Reactive Policies




Audit Released in June 2025

We evaluated Local Education Agencies (LEAs) management of
sensitive materials in schools including

» Digital content

« Library books

* Classroom libraries

Our team reviewed 15 school districts and 2 charter schools focusing on
filtering systems, policy compliance and communication practices.
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Chapter 1

LEAs inconsistently apply keyword filtering, especially on Utah’s
Online School Library (UOSL).

Filtered Keyword Keyword Not Filtered

" | RESTRICTED )

You have been restricted by the districi’s i iernet filker policy. .~

URL: www.google.com/search BRI
URL Categories: Keywords - (naked)

Polley: Pol t
User:
User's IP: g 3.7

Timestamp: Mon Mar 3 12:15:21 2025
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Chapter 2

Most LEAs are complying with the 2024 sensitive materials
statute, but some confusion remains.

Book Challenges
One librarian told us they do not remove books until after a challenge has occurred.
Librarians also expressed concern about book challenges occurring without challengers
reading the full material, a difference often seen between objective and subjective reviews,

o O Review Committees

O O O A school administrator reported that there were no review groups ready for the
D (4 sensitive materials review process, but the librarian reported that there were.

Challenge Process

An administrator reached out to district staff for help understanding what the procedure
was for book challenges.
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Chapter 3

Due to lack of policies, teacher do not have enough clear
guidance and support for managing classroom libraries.

English and Language Arts Teacher Concerns

o Purchasing classroom sets of books
4 that may later be removed

\_..J Recommending books to students

g‘%ﬂ'g Trusting their professional judgement
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In October 2025, our office released a follow-up
review of books found in school libraries.

Conclusions from this review reiterates the
recommendations in the June audit for stronger
front end processes regarding school library and

classroom book selection.

i A Review of School Library Books | Legislative Auditor General



gooo
Or110

7 School Districts

42 Secondary Schools 8 Library Visits

0 i |

8 O mfloo|fo
ae| [ ]| BB AORTLT

A Review of School Library Books | Legislative Auditor General



Totals from 22 books:

Statutory Definition of
Sexual Conduct

Masturbation
Intercourse

Touching of:
Buttocks

Breasts

Definition of

ity
Less than
opaque covering
of genitals,
breasts, and/or
buttocks

68

ords/
words

800+

Domestic
‘Violence

v 112

War/Fighting
Violence
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Relevant Recommendations from A Performance Audit
of Sensitive Materials in Schools (2025-11), June 2025

RECOMMENDATION 2.1
RECOMMENDATION 3.2

The Legislature should consider the policy question of whether to require Local
Education Agencies to have a policy for library book selection processes.

Local Education Agencies should create and implement policies for selecting
books for and maintaining classroom library collections.
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