How Most States Use Elections to Fill State-Level

Legislative Vacancies

20 of 30 U.S. States use Special Elections
(Special Elections in Yellow)

How vacancies are filled in state legislatures
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Citations:
https://ballotpedia.org/How_vacancies_are_filled_in_state_legislatures



Who Participates in Midterm Replacements?
All Active Voters in Utah Senate District 11

@ Republican

@ Democratic @ Unaffiliated/Third Party

Unaffiliated/Third Party

38.1%

Republican
50.1%

Democratic
11.8%

62,228 voters as of December 2025
Raw voter file analysis; available upon request



Who Participates in Midterm Replacements?
Open Midterm Replacement — Forward Party (Dec 2025)

@ Republican @ Democratic @ Unaffiliated,/Third Party

Unaffiliated,/ Third Party
33.8%

Republican
53.5%

Democratic
12.1%

Intention was to replicate a state-run Special Election
1301 votes cast
Raw voter file analysis; available upon request



Who Participates in Midterm Replacements?
Closed Delegate Vote — Republican Party

@ Republican

Republican
100%

State Parties have legal right to conduct a closed, delegate-only vote
No citation required



Raw Vote Count in Recent Midterm Replacements
Balderee (R, SD 22 - 2023) | Brammer (R, $D 21 - 2024) | Buss (F, SD 11 - 2025)
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Citations:

Balderee: https://www.utgop.org/sd22_special_caucus_minutes_2023
Brammer: https://www.heraldextra.com/news/2024/nov/02/utah-county-
republican-party-elects-brady-brammer-for-senate-district-21-seat/
Buss: https://11chooses.siv.org/stats



Raw Vote Count in Recent Midterm Replacements
Balderee (R, SD 22 - 2023) | Brammer (R, SD 21 - 2024) | Buss (F, $D 11 - 2025)
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Citations:

Balderee: https://www.utgop.org/sd22_special_caucus_minutes_2023
Brammer: https://www.heraldextra.com/news/2024/nov/02/utah-county-
republican-party-elects-brady-brammer-for-senate-district-21-seat/
Buss: https://11chooses.siv.org/stats



Who Actually Chooses a State Senator?
Active Voters v. FWD Open Replacement v. GOP Delegate Vote

Balderee (Red)

Citations:
Balderee: https://www.utgop.org/sd22_special_caucus_minutes_2023
Buss: https://11chooses.siv.org/stats



Who Actually Chooses a State Senator?
Active Voters v. FWD Open Replacement v. GOP Delegate Vote

Brammer (Red)

Citations:
Brammer: https://www.heraldextra.com/news/2024/nov/02/utah-county-
republican-party-elects-brady-brammer-for-senate-district-21-seat/
Buss: https://11chooses.siv.org/stats



Incumhency Advantage in State Legislative Races

Nationwide, 2024 Utah, 2024
® win @ Lose ® Win @ Lose
Lose Lose
3% 1%

Win
97% 99%

Citations:
https://ballotpedia.org/How_vacancies_are_filled_in_state_legislatures




Sitting Utah State Senators who initially took
office by Midterm Replacement (10 of 29)

@ Republican @ Democratic @ Forward

By General Election

By Midterm Appointment
0 ] 10 15 20

Senator Year Vote Count

" General Election @ Midterm Replacement Stevenson (6) 2010 Unknown
Adams (7) 2009 Unknown
Weiler (8) 2012 Unknown
Buss (11) 2025 1301
Kwan (12) 2023 52

Fillmore (17) 2016 Unknown

Brammer (21) 2024 274
Balderree (22) 2023 128
Grover (23) 2018 9

Ipson (29) 2016 Unknown




