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       What HB399 does                   What HB399 says 

  

 

Protects students from having their 
subjective social-emotional (SEL) 
attitudes, beliefs, or values categorized, 
measured, tracked, or graded by 
education system personnel 

 

The privilege and purview to determine or 
provide for the character education of a child 

solely resides with a parent, and cannot be 
assumed by or ceded to the state  

(lines 403-404) 

  

 

Respects parents’ rights to not have the 
state define or determine their children’s 
attitudes, beliefs, or values for them, or 
compete with parents for this purview 

 

Instructional and administrative personnel 
 may not categorize, grade, implement, measure, 

monitor, or track the character education of a 
student or students (lines 407-410) 

    

 

Rejects the premise that the education 
system has the right to create “personality 
passports” on children that can follow them 
into adulthood & be used to discriminate 
against them if they don’t have the 
“correct” traits according to the state 

 

Nothing prohibits … basic methods of 
maintaining classroom order …  communicating 
an objective observation of student behavior or 

activity … acting to protect an individual's 
immediate physical safety … communicating 

personal knowledge of student behavior that is 
criminal, delinquent, related to self-harm or 

discipline, or of serious concern … a specific IEP 
or 504 Accommodation plan (lines 418-437)  

 

Redirects the education system to focus on 
learning that’s objectively measurable — 
math, English, science, and so on 

 

 

 
Corrects the education system when it 
oversteps its boundaries and tries to 
collect or distribute invasive character data 
on children about their personal social-
emotional attitudes, beliefs, and values 

 

"Character education" means current or 
historical social emotional learning frameworks, 

models, practices, programs, systems, or tools 
developed by any public or private source  

(lines 370-372) 

 

 
Effects a shift from collective, systemic 
control back to individual freedom, so 
children can naturally develop their 
characters according to their consciences, 
free will, faith, and family’s values 

 

The Free Exercise Clause protects against state 
education institutions establishing or imposing 

sectarian or partisan tests, qualifications, or 
systems of thought and belief on students  

(lines 399-402) 
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   STUDENT CHARACTER TRACKING & GRADING IN UTAH 
PORTRAIT OF A GRADUATE: EXHIBIT A 

Utah schools across the state have adopted one version or another of Portrait of a Graduate (POG).  
This is one of many POG rubrics intended to track and grade students’ highly subjective character traits. 

An 11-year-old student in Jordan School District, Utah, was asked to grade his own highly subjective 
social-emotional (SEL) character traits as defined by the school in front of his parent, who held very 
different personal definitions for these traits and did not feel this was an appropriate expectation. 

The student showed discomfort and uncertainty with the task and did not complete it. 
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STUDENT CHARACTER TRACKING & GRADING IN UTAH 
PORTRAIT OF A GRADUATE: EXHIBIT B 

5th grade student in Granite 
School District, Utah, receives 

grades for many highly subjective 
social-emotional (SEL) character 
traits based on the district’s own 

Portrait of a Graduate definitions. 
Note that academics are 

separately graded.  
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STUDENT CHARACTER TRACKING & GRADING IN UTAH 
PANORAMA: EXHIBIT C 

Over 325 Utah schools use Panorama to measure and track highly subjective social-emotional (SEL) 
character traits of thousands of students in addition to the objective ABCs (Attendance, Behavior, and 

Coursework). https://schools.utah.gov/datastatistics/_datastatisticsfiles_/_reports_/_researchreports_/EvaluationPanoramaPlatform.pdf 
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  STUDENT CHARACTER TRACKING & GRADING IN UTAH 
PANORAMA: EXHIBIT D 
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  STUDENT CHARACTER TRACKING & GRADING IN UTAH 
MASTERY TRANSCRIPT: EXHIBIT E 

Almost 100 Utah K-12 schools use the Mastery Transcript to measure and track highly subjective social-
emotional (SEL) character traits of thousands of students as a replacement for or parallel transcript to an 

academic transcript. Around 12 Utah colleges and universities accept the Mastery Transcript.  https://mastery.org/ 
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STUDENT CHARACTER TRACKING & GRADING IN UTAH 
THE DIGNITY INDEX: EXHIBIT F 

Multiple Utah public school districts, most notably Salt Lake City School District, are using the Dignity 
Index as a tool to measure and score the political and social value and merit of students’  

highly subjective social-emotional (SEL) speech. 
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Character education, or Social Emotional Learning (SEL), brings an 11:1 return on 
investment. (2015 Columbia University study commissioned by CASEL) 

CLAIM 

FACT 10 years of SEL in Utah’s schools has made zero improvement in student academic 
performance, which has actually either decreased or remained stagnant. 
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CLAIM Character education, or Social Emotional Learning (SEL), contributes to healthy 

well-being and safe schools. (Collaborative for Academic Social and Emotional Learning [CASEL]) 

Chris Jones, KUTV, Wed, May 25, 2022 https://kutv.com/news/crisis-in-the-
classroom/utah-increases-funding-for-mental-health-resources-in-schools 

10 years of SEL in Utah’s schools has delivered zero or negligible gains in 
perceived student well-being or school safety.  FACT 
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10 years of SEL in Utah’s schools correlates with one of the worst rates of poor 
mental health diagnoses in the entire nation, affecting 25% of children in the state.  

CLAIM Character education, or Social Emotional Learning (SEL), cultivates protective factors 
that buffer against mental health risks. (Collaborative for Academic Social and Emotional Learning [CASEL]) 

FACT 
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Let schools 
judge objective 

academics, 
and leave the 
judging of a 

child’s character 
to God. 


