
MINUTES
SENATE TRANSPORTATION, PUBLIC UTILITIES, ENERGY,
AND TECHNOLOGY STANDING COMMITTEE
Tuesday, February 24, 2026|4:00 p.m.|220 Senate Building

Members Present:
Sen. Wayne A. Harper, Chair
Sen. Don L. Ipson
Sen. Karen Kwan
Sen. Ann Millner
Sen. Kathleen A. Riebe
Sen. Chris H. Wilson

Sen. Ronald M. Winterton
 
Members Absent:
President J. Stuart Adams
 
Staff Present:
Rachel Brooks, Policy Analyst
Zoe Adams, Committee Secretary

Note: A copy of related materials and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

Chair Harper called the meeting to order at 04:13 PM.

MOTION: Sen. Kwan moved to approve the minutes from February 18, 2026. The motion passed with a vote
of 5 - 0 - 3.

Yeas - 5 Nays - 0 Absent - 3
Sen. W. Harper
Sen. D. Ipson
Sen. K. Kwan
Sen. K. Riebe
Sen. R. Winterton

Sen. J. Adams
Sen. A. Millner
Sen. C. Wilson

1. H.C.R. 7 Concurrent Resolution Regarding Scenic Byway Designations(Elison, J.)

Rep. Joseph Elison presented the bill.

MOTION: Sen. Winterton moved to pass HCR007 out favorably. The motion passed with a vote of 7 - 0 - 1.

Yeas - 7 Nays - 0 Absent - 1
Sen. W. Harper
Sen. D. Ipson
Sen. K. Kwan
Sen. A. Millner
Sen. K. Riebe
Sen. C. Wilson
Sen. R. Winterton

Sen. J. Adams

MOTION: Sen. Kwan moved to place HCR007 on the Consent Calendar. The motion passed with a vote of 7 -
0 - 1.

Yeas - 7 Nays - 0 Absent - 1
Sen. W. Harper
Sen. D. Ipson
Sen. K. Kwan
Sen. A. Millner
Sen. K. Riebe
Sen. C. Wilson
Sen. R. Winterton

Sen. J. Adams

Page   1 of 6



SENATE TRANSPORTATION, PUBLIC UTILITIES, ENERGY, AND
TECHNOLOGY STANDING COMMITTEE February 24, 2026

2. 2nd Sub. H.B. 481 Transportation Modifications(Christofferson, K.)

Rep. Kay Christofferson presented the bill with the assistance of Carlos Braceras, Executive Director, Utah
Department of Transportation.

Josh Craft, Director, Government Relations and Public Affairs, Utah Clean Energy, spoke to the bill.

Andrew Gruber, Executive Director, Wasatch Front Regional Council, spoke in favor of the bill.

MOTION: Sen. Kwan moved to amend HB0481S02 with Amendment #1. The motion passed with a vote of 5
- 1 - 2.

Amendment 1
1 .   Line 311 through 317:

311       (ii) the road usage charge cap is:
312       (A) $180 for an annual registration period; and
313       (B) $139 for a six-month registration period.
314       [(c)](b) Beginning on January 1, [2032]{2027}2028:
315       (i) the road usage charge rate is 1.5 cents per mile, unless the commission establishes
316     a different road usage charge rate in accordance with Subsection (13); and
317       (ii) the road usage charge cap is:

 
 

Yeas - 5 Nays - 1 Absent - 2
Sen. D. Ipson
Sen. K. Kwan
Sen. A. Millner
Sen. K. Riebe
Sen. R. Winterton

Sen. W. Harper Sen. J. Adams
Sen. C. Wilson

MOTION: Sen. Kwan moved to pass HB0481S02 out favorably. The motion passed with a vote of 6 - 0 - 2.

Yeas - 6 Nays - 0 Absent - 2
Sen. W. Harper
Sen. D. Ipson
Sen. K. Kwan
Sen. A. Millner
Sen. K. Riebe
Sen. R. Winterton

Sen. J. Adams
Sen. C. Wilson

3. 3rd Sub. H.B. 381 Electric Mobility Device Amendments(Cutler, P.)

Rep. Paul Cutler presented the bill.

H.B. 381 - E-Bike Amendments.pdf

Rep. Cutler's E-bike Getaway Presentation Video

H.B. 381.pdf

Katherine Stokes, Registered Nurse, Intermountain Health, spoke in favor of the bill.

Sen. Winterton assumed the chair.
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Heather Anderson, Lobbyist, Unified Police Department, spoke in favor of the bill.

Kate Bradshaw, Mayor of Bountiful, president, Utah League of Cities and Towns, spoke in favor of the bill.

Hillary Koellner, Deputy Commissioner, Department of Public Safety, spoke in favor of the bill.

Nate Mutter, Chair, Law Enforcement Legislative Committee, spoke in favor of the bill.

MOTION: Sen. Riebe moved to amend HB0381S03 with Amendment #1. The motion passed with a vote of 6
- 0 - 2.

Amendment 1
1 .   Line 1023 through 1035:

1023     sidewalk]on a highway.
1024       [(3)](5) [A person ]An individual may not operate a motor assisted scooter:
1025       (a) in a public parking structure;
      (b)on a freeway;
1026       {(b)}(c) on public property posted as an area prohibiting bicycles;
1027       {(c)}(d) while carrying more [persons]individuals at one time than the number for which it is
1028     designed;
1029       {(d)}(e) that has been structurally or mechanically altered from the original manufacturer's
1030     design, except for an alteration by, or done at the request of, a person who rents the
1031     motor assisted scooter to lower the maximum speed for the motor assisted scooter; or
1032       {(e)}(f) at a speed of greater than 15 miles per hour or in violation of Subsection
1033     41-6a-1115.1(3).
1034       [(4)](6) Except where posted or prohibited by local ordinance, a motor assisted scooter is
1035     considered a nonmotorized vehicle if it is being used with the motor turned off.

 
2 .   Line 1341 through 1347:

1341     on a highway.
1342       (4)The owner of a high power electric device may not authorize or knowingly permit an
1343     individual to operate a high power electric device in violation of this section.
      (5)An individual may not operate a high power electric device on a freeway.
1344       {(5)}(6)(a)Beginning January 1, 2027, a commercial seller of any new or used vehicle shall
1345     clearly and conspicuously provide the disclosure described in Subsection {(4)(b)}(6)(b) to a
1346     prospective purchaser at the time of sale and in any advertising materials, online
1347     website, or social media post promoting the vehicle if the vehicle:

 
3 .   Line 1348 through 1354:

1348       (i)has fewer than four wheels;
1349       (ii)is powered by an electric motor; and
1350       (iii)is not an electric assisted bicycle.
1351       (b)The disclosure required under Subsection {(4)(a)}(6)(a) shall state; "THIS VEHICLE IS
1352     NOT AN "ELECTRIC ASSISTED BICYCLE" AS DEFINED BY UTAH MOTOR
1353     VEHICLE CODE AND IS INSTEAD A TYPE OF MOTOR VEHICLE AND
1354     SUBJECT TO APPLICABLE MOTOR VEHICLE LAWS IF USED ON PUBLIC

 
4 .   Line 1360 through 1364:

1360       (c)A commercial seller of a new or used high power electric device shall inform
1361     prospective purchasers of state law requirements for insurance and registration
1362     applying to operators of high power electric devices.
1363       {(6)}(7)Except for offenses otherwise provided under this chapter, an individual who violates
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1364     this section is guilty of an infraction.

 
5 .   Line 1392 through 1401:

1392     may not operate a high power electric device on a highway.
1393       (c)An individual who is younger than eight years old may not operate a personal
1394     electric vehicle on a highway.
      (5)An individual younger than 16 years old may not operate a personal electric vehicle on a freeway.
1395       {(5)}(6)A person may not rent a personal electric vehicle to an individual under 16 years old
1396     unless the individual who will operate the personal electric vehicle:
1397       (a)presents the certificate described in Subsection (2)(c); or
1398       (b)is under direct supervision of the individual's parent or a responsible adult.
1399       {(6)}(7)(a)In addition to the governmental immunity granted in Title 63G, Chapter 7,
1400     Governmental Immunity Act of Utah, the state is immune from suit for any act, or
1401     failure to act, in any capacity relating to the personal electric vehicle safety education

 
6 .   Line 1402 through 1411:

1402     and training program.
1403       (b)The state is not responsible for any insufficiency or inadequacy in the quality of
1404     training provided by this program.
1405       {(7)}(8)A violation of this section by an operator of a personal electric vehicle:
1406       (a)does not constitute contributory or comparative negligence on the part of a party in
1407     an action for recovery of damages; and
1408       (b)may not be introduced as evidence in any civil litigation on the issue of negligence,
1409     injuries, or the mitigation of damages.
1410       {(8)}(9)A violation of this section is an infraction and a fine associated with a conviction under
1411     this section may not exceed $150 per offense.

 
 

Yeas - 6 Nays - 0 Absent - 2
Sen. D. Ipson
Sen. K. Kwan
Sen. A. Millner
Sen. K. Riebe
Sen. C. Wilson
Sen. R. Winterton

Sen. J. Adams
Sen. W. Harper

MOTION: Sen. Riebe moved to pass HB0381S03 out favorably. The motion passed with a vote of 6 - 0 - 2.

Yeas - 6 Nays - 0 Absent - 2
Sen. D. Ipson
Sen. K. Kwan
Sen. A. Millner
Sen. K. Riebe
Sen. C. Wilson
Sen. R. Winterton

Sen. J. Adams
Sen. W. Harper

4. 2nd Sub. H.B. 136 Unlicensed Driver Amendments(MacPherson, M.)

Rep. Matt MacPherson presented the bill with the assistance of Jane Nielson, resident, and Nate Mutter, Chair, Law
Enforcement Legislative Committee.

Chair Harper resumed the chair.
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Hillary Koellner, Deputy Commissioner, Department of Public Safety, spoke in favor of the bill.

Lori Cartwright, Utah State Director, Mormon Women for Ethical Government, spoke in opposition to the bill.

Ryan Robinson, West Valley Prosecutor, Utah Statewide Association of Prosecutors and Public Attorneys, spoke in
favor of the bill.

Maryann Christensen, Executive Director, Utah Legislative Watch, spoke in favor of the bill.

Nate Mutter, Chair, Law Enforcement Legislative Committee, spoke in favor of the bill.

MOTION: Sen. Winterton moved to replace HB0136S02 with HB0136S04. The motion passed with a vote of
7 - 0 - 1.

Yeas - 7 Nays - 0 Absent - 1
Sen. W. Harper
Sen. D. Ipson
Sen. K. Kwan
Sen. A. Millner
Sen. K. Riebe
Sen. C. Wilson
Sen. R. Winterton

Sen. J. Adams

MOTION: Sen. Winterton moved to amend HB0136S04 with Amendment #1. The motion passed with a vote
of 7 - 0 - 1.

Amendment 1
1 .   Line 95 through 101:

95     vehicle does not have a driving credential in the operator's possession unless the
96     peace officer is able to verify that the operator has been issued a driving credential.
97       (ii)Before seizing and taking possession of a vehicle as described in Subsection
98     (3)(b)(i), a peace officer shall query the {Driver License Division database}Utah Criminal Justice Information
System to verify
99     whether the operator has been issued a driving credential.
100       [(b)](c) A peace officer may release a vehicle seized and possessed under Subsection
101     (3)(a) or (3)(b) to the registered owner of the vehicle if the registered owner is not the

 
 

Yeas - 7 Nays - 0 Absent - 1
Sen. W. Harper
Sen. D. Ipson
Sen. K. Kwan
Sen. A. Millner
Sen. K. Riebe
Sen. C. Wilson
Sen. R. Winterton

Sen. J. Adams

MOTION: Sen. Winterton moved to pass HB0136S04 out favorably. The motion passed with a vote of 5 - 2 -
1.
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Yeas - 5 Nays - 2 Absent - 1
Sen. W. Harper
Sen. D. Ipson
Sen. A. Millner
Sen. C. Wilson
Sen. R. Winterton

Sen. K. Kwan
Sen. K. Riebe

Sen. J. Adams

MOTION: Sen. Ipson moved to adjourn. The motion passed with a vote of 7 - 0 - 1.

Yeas - 7 Nays - 0 Absent - 1
Sen. W. Harper
Sen. D. Ipson
Sen. K. Kwan
Sen. A. Millner
Sen. K. Riebe
Sen. C. Wilson
Sen. R. Winterton

Sen. J. Adams

Chair Harper adjourned the meeting at 5:42 PM.

NOTE: H.B. 0118 was not discussed in the meeting.
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