Great Salt Lake 2026:

Where We Are and Where We Are Going
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Elevation (ft)

4199-

4198-

4197+

4196-

4195-

2
=

s
w0
i

4192-

4191-

4190-

4189-

WATER RESCURCES

Great Salt Lake Elevations
Updated 05/20/2026

Current Conditions
*2026-05-20 07:15
South Arm (ft): 4191.9

North Arm (ft): 4191.1

Source: USGS Gage 10010100 & 10010000
Recent data is provisional and subject to revision

.JI

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Year

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027



Lake Elevation (feet)

Elevation of Great Salt Lake South Arm,
1903-2025 Water-year-end Elevation
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U.S. Drought Monitor

Data

Summary

About

Conditions & Outlooks

Ag in Drought

En Espaiiol NADM

Map released: Thurs. May 14, 2026
Data valid: May 12, 2026 at 8 a.m. EDT

Intensity

None

DO (Abnormally Dry)

D1 (Moderate Drought)

D2 (Severe Drought)
Il D3 (Extreme Drought)
Il D4 (Exceptional Drought)
P No Data

Authors

United States and Puerto Rico Author(s):
Rocky Bilotta, NOAA/NCEI

Pacific Islands and Virgin Islands Author(s):

Tsegaye Tadesse, National Drought Mitigation Center



Lake Volume for South Arm of Great Salt Lake (south of the railroad causeway, not including Bear River Bay or Farmington Bay)

AN

B salinity at GSL 3510 monitoring site in Gilbert Bay (USGS Site ID 405356112205601)

B south Arm upper brine layer volume-weighted salinity estimate
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Human Water Depletions in GSL Basin
by Type, 1989-2024
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Depletion (KAF)

Depletion (KAF)
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Agriculture and M&l Depletion in GSL Basin

Bear River Basin
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Residential Indoor and Outdoor Depletions in
GSL Basin
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Continuing Threats



Exposed Lakebed—Bear River
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Lower LLake Levels and Ecologic Risks
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ESA listing petition

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilson %2 7s_phalarope#/medi
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The State Response



Great Salt Lake Strategic Plan—2024

Better coordinating Best available
efforts science

Getting more water Managing salinity, dust,
to the lake and water quality
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Habitat Restoration and agg
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More conservation in municipal/industrial

Figure 14: Estimated Lawn Watering Use Compared to Plant Needs, 2018
(Acre-feet per acre per year)

4.7

Wasatch Front Wasatch Back 5t. George Area
Bl Turf grass B Actual water use Bl Actual water use for
water needs for metered systems unmetered systems

Source: Utah Department of Natural Resources - State of Utah Water Use Data Collection Program Report



Combined Efforts are Having a
Positive Impact on the Lake

Water Dedicated and Delivered to Great Salt Lake in Acre-Feet
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