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Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF)
• Created by the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 

Reconciliation Act of 1996
• Replaced Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC)
• Federally-funded, state-administered welfare program
• Block grant - $16.6 billion annually
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Four purposes:

1. Provide assistance to needy families so that children can be 
cared for in their own homes or in the homes of relatives

2. End the dependence of needy parents on government 
benefits by promoting job preparation, work, and marriage

3. Prevent and reduce the incidence of out-of-wedlock 
pregnancies

4. Encourage the formation and maintenance of two-parent 
families
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Fund Distribution

• Federal government directly to states
• No change in grant amount
• Maintenance of Effort (MOE) – state contribution

• Double-count Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF)
• Certain third-party expenditures

• Utah: ~$75.4 million
• MOE: ~$24.9million
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TANF in Utah
• Department of Workforce Services (DWS)
• Economic and Community Development Appropriations 

Subcommittee
• “Base grant” expenditures

• 20% to Child Care and Development Fund for childcare subsidies
• 10% to Social Services Block Grant
• Ongoing programs

• “TANF reserve”
• $37.7 million reserve
• One-time programs
• Legislatively directed
• DWS discretion
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Source: LFA 2026

https://le.utah.gov/interim/2026/pdf/00000683.pdf
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Source: LFA 2026

https://le.utah.gov/interim/2026/pdf/00000683.pdf


Sources

• Office of the Legislative Fiscal Analyst (January 2026)
• Department of Workforce Services (December 2023)
• United States Office of Family Assistance (September 2024)
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https://le.utah.gov/interim/2026/pdf/00000683.pdf
https://jobs.utah.gov/edo/stateplans/tanfstateplan.pdf
https://acf.gov/ofa/programs/tanf/about


Questions?
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