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     Facts  - Early Intervention for Autism 2015

We have made great strides in providing services for young children in Utah, but there are still a huge number of kids not being served
	
· 350+ children on the wait list for State funded autism pre-schools on the Wasatch Front – includes Pingree, Northern Utah Autism Program, and Wasatch Giant Steps

· 70 children aged out on the pre-school wait list before getting services last year

· 2-3 new applications for early intervention services each week

· 400 families recently applied for the Autism Medicaid Waiver (ages 2-6) for 29 slots (Dept. of Health - Sarah Chung)

Why do we need EARLY INTERVENTION…

From the national Center for Disease Control:  “Many studies show the effectiveness of early intervention with typical children, as well as children with disabilities.  Data from the CDC show that the estimated number of children identified with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) continues to rise.  These new data can be used to promote early identification, plan for training and service needs, guide research, and inform policy so that children with ASD and their families get the help they need. Promoting early identification and treatment is the most powerful tool we have now for making a difference in the lives of children.”

· Early diagnosis and intervention can reduce the life long cost of care for an individual with autism by 2/3

· Average direct and indirect service costs for lifetime care for an individual with autism is $3.2 million dollars.

· Medical expenditures for individuals with ASD were 4-6.2 times greater 

· In 2005 the average annual medical costs for Medicaid-enrolled children with ASD was about six times higher than costs for children without ASD

· The economic burden associated with ASD is substantial and can be measured across multiple sectors of our society.  Previous analyses that focused on health care underestimated this economic burden, particularly for school systems.

2007 Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/data.html#prevalence


     A Solution


    
One Solution…

Expand the
Carson Smith Special Needs Scholarship
to include early intervention

The Carson Smith Scholarship is intended for children with disabilities recognized by IDEA to access education and interventions in an appropriate setting to maximize their potential.  Those needs may include teachers trained in special methods, small class sizes, special materials, equipment, and classroom environments. 

The rules state that the private school will specialize in serving students with disabilities, employ credentialed teachers, and comply with USOE requirements including audits and reviews.  An assessment team determines the eligibility of the child and level of scholarship funding.


· Currently there are 702 students receiving the Carson Smith Scholarship with 43 eligible schools in the State of Utah.  

· Carson Smith Special Needs Scholarship is $7400 or $3500 per year, per child, depending on evaluation team determination.  

· After funding students for 1st quarter 2015, $350,000 remains available for use. 

· By increasing funding by $975,000 we could immediately serve 130 children on the waiting list for early intervention across the State in existing eligible schools.


*HB249, 2005 – Carson Smith Special Needs Scholarship – Original language 
*USOE Web site/Carson Smith Special Needs Scholarship - http://schools.utah.gov/sars/Quick-Links/Carson-Smith-Scholarship.aspx
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