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Thank you for the opportunity to address you this afternoon. My name is Lee Moss. I am a Nurse Practitioner. I practice at the University of Utah Burn Center. I have worked in burn care for almost thirty years. I am here today as a healthcare provider and a citizen of this great state. My comments are my own. I wish to speak in support of Medicaid expansion. I expect that you will hear the good, the bad and the ugly from others so let me tell you about my personal experience.

As the only burn center in the intermountain west, my colleagues and I care for anyone who comes through our doors regardless of their ability to pay, unfortunately most medical practices are unable do this. I became a Nurse Practitioner at the burn center to help people heal and return to normal lives. Most of my patients are young healthy people, mostly men, mostly working, taking care of their families and supporting our community. Most are in the prime of there lives. They are not "takers". When people are uninsured, I'm frequently frustrated when trying to access referrals to other specialists or primary care providers to help manage their other injuries such as fractures, chronic medical conditions such as diabetes and mental health problems such as post traumatic stress. Uninsured people are also frequently unable to afford prescribed medications and treatments. This results in poor wound healing, worsening scarring, joint contractures and increased pain and suffering. People then can't return to work leading to loss of their jobs resulting in more people and families on general assistance and disability, declaring bankruptcy, losing their homes and sometimes losing their lives. In the end, we all pay a great price and many of us are only one significant injury away from being in the same situation.

These discussions have been going on for several years and in the mean time people are needlessly suffering and dying. Some previously considered options included PCN, "Primary Care Network". Unfortunately, for the people I treat, PCN stops at the emergency room door, provides no coverage and shouldn't be called insurance. All people deserve access to quality healthcare services. My preference would be for full Medicaid expansion. "Healthy Utah" would be my second choice.  "Utah Access +" would be acceptable but I disagree with the proposed funding mechanism. Ultimately, either directly or indirectly, the individual, the family and our society benefit when everyone has access to healthcare and I believe that all of us should pay for it.  I implore you to pass legislation now that provides real healthcare coverage for Utahns in the Medicaid coverage gap because it's the right thing to do. I'm available to take questions now or at your convenience, thank you.

Sincerely,

Lee Moss, MS, APRN, FNP-BC, ANP-C, CWS, FAANP
Nurse Practitioner 
Salt Lake City, Utah











