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Part 1
Institutional Courses of Study

53B-16-101 Establishment of institutional roles and general courses of study.
(1) Except as institutional roles are specifically assigned by the Legislature, the board:

(a) shall establish and define the roles of the various institutions of higher education; and
(b) shall, within each institution of higher education's primary role, prescribe the general course of

study to be offered at the institution of higher education, including for:
(i) research universities, which provide undergraduate, graduate, and research programs and

include:
(A) the University of Utah; and
(B) Utah State University;

(ii) regional universities, which provide career and technical education, undergraduate
associate and baccalaureate programs, and select master's degree programs to fill regional
demands and include:

(A) Weber State University;
(B) Southern Utah University;
(C) Utah Tech University; and
(D) Utah Valley University;

(iii) comprehensive community colleges, which provide associate programs and include:
(A) Salt Lake Community College; and
(B) Snow College; and

(iv) technical colleges and degree-granting institutions that provide technical education, and
include:

(A) each technical college; and
(B) the degree-granting institutions described in Section 53B-2a-201.

(2)
(a) Except for the University of Utah, and subject to Subsection (2)(b), each institution of higher

education described in Subsections (1)(b)(i) through (iii) has career and technical education
included in the institution of higher education's primary role.

(b) The board shall determine the extent to which an institution described in Subsection (2)(a)
provides career and technical education within the institution's primary role.

(3) The board shall further clarify each institution of higher education's primary role by clarifying:
(a) the level of program that the institution of higher education generally offers, in accordance

with Subsection 53B-16-102(3);
(b) broad fields that are within the institution of higher education's mission; and
(c) any special characteristics of the institution of higher education, such as being a land grant

university.

Amended by Chapter 254, 2023 General Session

53B-16-102 Changes in curriculum -- Substantial alterations in institutional operations
-- Program approval -- Periodic review of programs -- Career and technical education
curriculum changes.
(1) As used in this section:

(a) "Institution of higher education" means an institution described in Section 53B-1-102.
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(b) "Program of instruction" means a program of curriculum that leads to the completion of a
degree, diploma, certificate, or other credential.

(2)
(a) Under procedures and policies approved by the board and developed in consultation with

each institution of higher education, each institution of higher education may make such
changes in the institution of higher education's curriculum as necessary to better effectuate
the institution of higher education's primary role; and

(b) subject to Subsection (2)(a), an institution of higher education's faculty shall establish and
have primary responsibility for the curriculum of a course within a program of instruction at the
institution.

(3) The board shall establish criteria for whether an institution of higher education may approve a
new program of instruction, including criteria related to whether:

(a) the program of instruction meets identified workforce needs;
(b) the institution of higher education is maximizing collaboration with other institutions of higher

education to provide for efficiency in offering the program of instruction;
(c) the new program of instruction is within the institution of higher education's mission and role;

and
(d) the new program of instruction meets other criteria determined by the board.

(4)
(a) Except as board policy permits, an institution of higher education may notestablish a branch,

extension center, college, or professional school.
(b) The president of an institution of higher education may, with the approval of the institution of

higher education's board of trustees, establish a new program of instruction that meets the
criteria described in Subsection (3), subject to board review for pathway articulation.

(5)
(a) An institution of higher education shall notify the board of a proposed new program of

instruction, including how the proposed new program of instruction meets the criteria
described in Subsection (3).

(b) The board shall establish procedures and guidelines for institutional boards of trustees to
consider an institutional proposal for a new program of instruction described in Subsection (4)
(b).

(6) The president of an institution of higher education may discontinue a program of instruction
in accordance with criteria that the president and the institution of higher education's board of
trustees establish.

(7)
(a) The board shall conduct a periodic review of all new programs of instruction, including those

funded by gifts, grants, and contracts, no later than two years after the first cohort to begin the
program of instruction completes the program of instruction.

(b) The board may conduct a periodic review of any program of instruction at an institution of
higher education, including a program of instruction funded by a gift, grant, or contract.

(c) The board shall conduct:
(i) at least once every seven years, at least one review described in Subsection (7)(b) of each

program of instruction at each institution; and
(ii) annually, a qualitative and quantitative review of academic disciplines across the system,

including enrollment, graduation rates, and workforce placement, ensuring that the board
conducts a review of all disciplines within the system at least once every seven years.
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(d) Following a review described in this Subsection (7) and after providing the relevant institution
of higher education an opportunity to respond to the board's review of a given program of
instruction, the board may modify, consolidate, or terminate the program of instruction.

(8) In making decisions related to career and technical education curriculum changes, the board
shall coordinate on behalf of the boards of trustees of higher education institutions a review of
the proposed changes by the State Board of Education to ensure an orderly and systematic
career and technical education curriculum that eliminates overlap and duplication of course
work with high schools and technical colleges.

(9) The board shall demonstrate compliance with Subsection (7) by:
(a) creating a list of programs and corresponding review schedules;
(b) upon request of the Higher Education Appropriations Subcommittee, providing the list

described in Subsection (9)(a); and
(c) providing a written report on or before October 1 to the Higher Education Appropriations

Subcommittee of each year regarding relevant findings from the reviews conducted under
Subsection (7).

(10) On or before October 1, 2026, if the Higher Education Appropriations Subcommittee finds the
board to be out of compliance with Subsection (9), the Legislature shall:

(a) deduct 10% of the appropriation described in Section 53B-7-703 for the following fiscal year;
and

(b) deduct an additional 10% of the appropriation described in Section 53B-7-703 for each
subsequent year of noncompliance up to a maximum deduction of 30%.

Amended by Chapter 378, 2024 General Session

53B-16-103 Granting of degrees, diplomas, or certifications -- Board approval -- Termination
of previous approval.
(1)

(a) An institution of higher education may not issue a degree, diploma, or certificate outside of the
institution of higher education's primary role, as described in Section 53B-16-101, unless the
institution of higher education receives approval from the board of the adequacy of the study
for which the degree, diploma, or certificate is offered.

(b) A student shall demonstrate a reasonable understanding of the history, principles, form of
government, and economic system of the United States before receiving a bachelor's degree
or teaching credential.

(2) Degrees, diplomas, and certificates issued prior to the effective date of this chapter do not
require board approval.

(3) The board may terminate the granting of previously approved degrees, diplomas, and
certificates if they are inconsistent with the primary role prescribed by the board for the affected
institution of higher education.

Amended by Chapter 382, 2017 General Session

53B-16-104 Restrictions on higher education entities bidding on architect or engineering
services in public procurement projects.
(1) As used in this section:

(a) "Architect-engineer services" means those professional services within the scope of the
practice of architecture as defined in Section 58-3a-102, or professional engineering as
defined in Section 58-22-102.
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(b) "Government entity" means a state agency, an institution of higher education, a county, a
municipality, a local school district, a special district, or a special service district.

(2) When a government entity elects to obtain architect or engineering services by using a
competitive procurement process and has provided public notice of its competitive procurement
process:

(a) a higher education entity, or any part of one, may not submit a proposal in response to the
government entity's competitive procurement process; and

(b) the government entity may not award a contract to perform the architect or engineering
services solicited in the competitive procurement process to a higher education entity or any
part of one.

(3)
(a) Subject to the prohibition contained in Subsection (3)(b), an employee of a higher education

entity may, in a private capacity, submit a proposal in response to the competitive
procurement process.

(b) An employee of a higher education entity may not use any supplies, materials, or other
resources owned by, or any persons matriculating at, attending, or employed by, the higher
education entity in:

(i) preparing a response to the competitive procurement process; or
(ii) completing any work, assignment, or contract awarded to the employee resulting from that

competitive procurement process.

Amended by Chapter 16, 2023 General Session

53B-16-105 Common course numbering -- Transferability of credits -- Agreement with
competency-based general education provider -- Policies.
(1) As used in this section:

(a) "Accredited institution" means an institution that:
(i) offers a competency-based postsecondary general education course online or in person; and
(ii) is accredited by an organization that the United States Department of Education recognizes.

(b) "Articulation agreement" means an agreement between the board and a provider that allows
a student to transfer credit awarded by the provider for a general education course to any
institution of higher education.

(c) "Competency-based" means a system where a student advances to higher levels of learning
when the student demonstrates competency of concepts and skills regardless of time, place,
or pace.

(d) "Competency-based general education provider" or "provider" means a private institution that:
(i) offers a postsecondary competency-based general education course online or in person;
(ii) awards academic credit; and
(iii) does not award degrees, including associates degrees or baccalaureate degrees.

(e) "Credit for prior learning" means the same as that term is defined in Section 53B-16-110.
(f) "Institution of higher education" means an institution described in Section 53B-1-102.

(2) The board shall:
(a) facilitate articulation and the seamless transfer of courses, programs, and credit for prior

learning within the Utah System of Higher Education;
(b) provide for the efficient and effective progression and transfer of students within the Utah

System of Higher Education;
(c) avoid the unnecessary duplication of courses;
(d) communicate ways in which a student may earn credit for prior learning; and
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(e) allow a student to proceed toward the student's educational objectives as rapidly as the
student's circumstances permit.

(3) The board shall develop, coordinate, and maintain a transfer and articulation system that:
(a) maintains a course numbering system that assigns common numbers to specified courses of

similar level with similar curricular content, rigor, and standards;
(b) allows a student to track courses that transfer among institutions of higher education;
(c) allows a student to transfer courses from a provider with which the board has an articulation

agreement to any institution of higher education;
(d) allows a student to transfer competency-based general education courses from an accredited

institution to an institution of higher education;
(e) improves program planning;
(f) increases communication and coordination between institutions of higher education;
(g) facilitates student acceleration and the transfer of students and credits between institutions of

higher education; and
(h) if the system includes a software or data tool:

(i) provides predictive analysis that models probabilities of student success; and
(ii) develops tailored strategies to best support students.

(4)
(a) The board shall identify general education courses in the humanities, social sciences, arts,

physical sciences, and life sciences with uniform prefixes and common course numbers.
(b) A degree-granting institution shall annually identify institution courses that satisfy

requirements of courses described in Subsection (4)(a).
(c) A degree-granting institution shall accept a course described in Subsection (3)(c), (3)(d), or

(4)(a) toward filling specific area requirements for general education or lower division courses
that transfer to baccalaureate majors.

(5)
(a) The board shall:

(i) identify technical education programs with common names, descriptions, lengths, and
objectives; and

(ii) within technical education programs, common course names, descriptions, length, and
objectives allowing for customization of electives to meet regional industry demand.

(b) The commissioner shall appoint committees of faculty members from technical education
committees to recommend aligned programs and courses that will satisfy graduation
requirements.

(6)
(a) The board shall identify common prerequisite courses and course substitutions for degree

programs across degree-granting institutions.
(b) The commissioner shall appoint committees of faculty members from the degree-granting

institutions to recommend appropriate courses of similar content and numbering that will
satisfy requirements for lower division courses that transfer to baccalaureate majors.

(c) A degree-granting institution shall annually identify institution courses that satisfy
requirements of courses described in Subsection (6)(a).

(d) A degree-granting institution shall accept a course described in Subsection (3)(c), (3)(d), or
(6)(a) toward filling graduation requirements.

(7)
(a)

(i) The board shall seek proposals from providers to enter into articulation agreements.
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(ii) A proposal described in Subsection (7)(a)(i) shall include the general education courses that
the provider intends to include in an articulation agreement.

(b) The board shall:
(i) evaluate each general education course included in a proposal described in Subsection

(7)(a) to determine whether the course is equally rigorous and includes the same subject
matter as the equivalent course offered by any institution of higher education; and

(ii) if the board determines that a course included in a provider's proposal is equally rigorous
and includes the same subject matter as the equivalent course offered by any institution of
higher education, enter into an articulation agreement with the provider.

(8) The board shall establish policies to administer the policies and requirements described in this
section.

(9) The board shall include information demonstrating that institutions of higher education are
complying with the provisions of this section and the policies established in accordance with
Subsection (8) in the annual report described in Section 53B-1-402.

Amended by Chapter 254, 2023 General Session

53B-16-107 Credit for military service and training -- Notification -- Transferability --
Reporting.
(1) As used in this section, "credit" includes proof of equivalent noncredit course completion

awarded by a technical college.
(2) An institution of higher education listed in Section 53B-2-101 shall provide written notification

to each student applying for admission that the student is required to meet with a college
counselor in order to receive credit for military service and training as recommended by a
postsecondary accreditation agency or association designated by the board if:

(a) credit for military service and training is requested by the student; and
(b) the student has met with an advisor at an institution of higher education listed in Section

53B-2-101 at which the student intends to enroll to discuss applicability of credit to program
requirements, possible financial aid implications, and other factors that may impact attainment
of the student's educational goals.

(3) Upon transfer within the state system of higher education, a student may present a transcript
to the receiving institution of higher education for evaluation and to determine the applicability
of credit to the student's program of study, and the receiving institution of higher education
shall evaluate the credit to be transferred in accordance with Subsection (2) and the policies
described in Section 53B-16-110.

(4) The board shall annually report the number of credits awarded under this section by each
institution of higher education to the Department of Veterans and Military Affairs.

Amended by Chapter 365, 2020 General Session

53B-16-108 Courses offered through the Statewide Online Education Program.
          An institution of higher education listed in Section 53B-2-101 may offer a secondary school level

course through the Statewide Online Education Program in accordance with Section 53F-4-504.

Amended by Chapter 415, 2018 General Session

53B-16-109 Interstate reciprocity agreement regarding postsecondary distance education
courses.
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(1) As used in this section:
(a) "Distance education" means instruction offered by a means where the student and faculty

member are in separate physical locations.
(b) "Institution" means a degree-granting postsecondary education entity.
(c) "Postsecondary education" means education or educational services offered primarily to an

individual who:
(i) has completed or terminated the individual's secondary or high school education; or
(ii) is beyond the age of compulsory school attendance.

(2) The board may execute an interstate reciprocity agreement for postsecondary distance
education:

(a) for an institution that offers a postsecondary distance education course or program; and
(b) that requires an institution to meet certain standards to become authorized to operate under

the interstate reciprocity agreement.
(3) If the board executes an interstate reciprocity agreement under Subsection (2), the board shall

make rules, in accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, to
establish:

(a) standards for granting an institution authorization to operate under the interstate reciprocity
agreement;

(b) a filing, document, or membership fee required for an institution to obtain authorization under
the interstate reciprocity agreement; and

(c) a process for administering the interstate reciprocity agreement.

Enacted by Chapter 60, 2016 General Session

53B-16-110 Credit for prior learning -- Board plan and policies -- Reporting.
(1) As used in this section:

(a) "Credit for prior learning" means credit awarded by an institution to a student who
demonstrates, through a prior learning assessment, that the student's prior learning meets
college-level competencies.

(b) "Institution" means an institution of higher education described in Section 53B-1-102.
(c) "International Baccalaureate programme" means an International Baccalaureate Secondary

Education programme course that:
(i) the International Baccalaureate establishes; and
(ii)

(A) an International Baccalaureate diploma candidate takes;
(B) an International Baccalaureate career candidate takes; or
(C) an International Baccalaureate course student, who is not a candidate under Subsection

(1)(c)(ii)(A) or (B), takes.
(d) "International Baccalaureate programme subject score" means the total points the

International Baccalaureate awards to a student for an International Baccalaureate
programme course based on fulfillment of all subject requirements, including the end-of-
course examination and externally assessed coursework.

(e) "Prior learning" means knowledge, skills, or competencies acquired through formal or informal
education outside the traditional postsecondary academic environment.

(f) "Prior learning assessment" means a method of evaluating or assessing an individual's prior
learning.

(2) The board shall develop a plan for advising and communicating with students and the public
about credit for prior learning.
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(3)
(a) The board shall establish policies that provide minimum standards for all institutions

regarding:
(i) accepted forms of prior learning assessments;
(ii) awarding credit for prior learning;
(iii) transferability of credit for prior learning between institutions;
(iv) transcription of credit for prior learning;
(v) institutional procedures for maintaining transparency and consistency in awarding credit for

prior learning;
(vi) communication to faculty, advisors, current students, and prospective students regarding

standards and costs related to credit for prior learning and prior learning assessments;
(vii) required training of faculty and advisors on prior learning assessment standards and

processes; and
(viii) portfolio-specific prior learning assessments.

(b) The board shall ensure that accepted forms of prior learning assessments described in
Subsection (3)(a) include:

(i) program evaluations, completed by an institution, of noncollegiate programs or training
courses to recognize proficiencies;

(ii) nationally recognized, standardized examinations, including:
(A) Advanced Placement examinations;
(B) College Level Exam Program general examinations;
(C) College Level Exam Program subject examinations; and
(D) DANTES Subject Standardized Tests;

(iii) International Baccalaureate programme subject scores;
(iv) customized examinations offered by an institution to verify an individual's learning

achievement that may include course final examinations or other examinations that assess
general disciplinary knowledge or skill;

(v) evaluations of corporate or military training; and
(vi) assessments of individuals' portfolios.

(4)
(a) The board shall establish minimum scores and maximum credit for each standardized

examination described in Subsection (3)(b)(ii).
(b) An institution shall award credit to a student who demonstrates competency by passing

a standardized examination described in Subsection (3)(b)(ii) unless the award of credit
duplicates credit already awarded.

(5) For purposes of Subsection (3)(b)(iii) and beginning with the 2023-2024, school year, all
institutions shall award credit to a student who receives an International Baccalaureate
programme subject score of four or higher for an International Baccalaureate programme
course unless the award of credit duplicates credit an institution already awarded.

(6) The board shall, through committees that the board authorizes, consult with the Utah
Association of IB World Schools and school International Baccalaureate program coordinators
to align International Baccalaureate programme subject scores with commonly numbered
institution of higher education courses to satisfy general education requirements or major
requirements.

(7) The board shall:
(a) create and maintain a website that provides statewide information on prior learning

assessments and credit for prior learning; and
(b) maintain software or data tools to support the board in:
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(i) implementing the plan described in Subsection (2); and
(ii) fulfilling the board's requirements described in Section 53B-16-105.

(8) An institution shall annually report to the board on:
(a) each form of prior learning assessment for which the institution provides credit for prior

learning; and
(b) the total amount of credit for prior learning the institution provides to students.

Amended by Chapter 148, 2023 General Session

53B-16-111 In-person instruction.
(1) As used in this section:

(a) "Course" means each section of a course that an institution of higher education offers as:
(i) part of a program of instruction; or
(ii) a general education requirement.

(b) "Institution of higher education" means an institution described in Section 53B-1-102.
(c) "Program of instruction" means the same as that term is defined in Section 53B-16-102.

(2) Except as provided in Subsection (3):
(a) for fall semester in 2021, an institution of higher education shall offer a number of in-person

courses that is at least 75% of the number of in-person courses that the institution of higher
education offered for the analogous semester that began immediately on or after August 1,
2019; and

(b) for spring semester in 2022, an institution of higher education shall offer a number of in-
person courses that is at least 75% of the number of in-person courses that the institution
of higher education offered at the beginning of the analogous semester that began on or
immediately after January 1, 2020.

(3) An institution of higher education may offer fewer in-person courses than the number of
courses described in Subsection (2):

(a) in proportion to the institution of higher education's decline in enrollment if the institution has a
decline in enrollment between the analogous semesters described in Subsection (2);

(b) for courses that are designed to accommodate nontraditional students who need to
participate in online learning; or

(c) if a number of vaccinations against COVID-19, as that term is defined in Section 53-2c-102,
that would allow all willing members of the institution's faculty and staff to be vaccinated has
not been available in the state before the beginning of the semester in question.

Enacted by Chapter 435, 2021 General Session


