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Part 8
Practice Standards

58-69-801 Dental hygienist practice standards.
(1) Except as provided in Subsection (2), a dental hygienist may engage in the practice of dental

hygiene:
(a) in any setting under general supervision; and
(b) if done in accordance with a dentist's treatment plan for a patient.

(2) A dental hygienist may:
(a) under the indirect supervision of a dentist:

(i) administer nitrous oxide analgesia; and
(ii) perform expanded functions in accordance with Section 58-69-808; and

(b) under the general supervision of a dentist:
(i) administer local anesthesia;
(ii) expose dental radiography; or
(iii) make impressions or intraoral scans of teeth or jaws as authorized by a supervising dentist.

(3) Notwithstanding Subsection (1) and except as provided in Subsection (2), a dental hygienist
may engage in the practice of dental hygiene without general supervision if:

(a) the dental hygienist engages in the practice of dental hygiene in a public health setting;
(b) prior to engaging in the practice of dental hygiene in a public health setting, the dental

hygienist notifies the division on a one-time basis in accordance with rules made by the
division in accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, that
the dental hygienist will engage in the practice of dental hygiene in a public health setting;

(c) the dental hygienist assumes liability for the work done by the dental hygienist while engaging
in the practice of dental hygiene in a public health setting;

(d) the dental hygienist has liability insurance for the work done by the dental hygienist while
engaging in the practice of dental hygiene in a public health setting; and

(e) the dental hygienist:
(i) obtains from each patient an informed consent form that provides that treatment by a dental

hygienist is not a substitute for a dental examination by a dentist;
(ii) refers to a dentist any patient with a dental need beyond the dental hygienist's scope of

practice encountered while engaging in the practice of dental hygiene in a public health
setting; and

(iii) retains all dental records for the patient generated by the dental hygienist in accordance
with Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-191, 110
Stat. 1936, as amended.

(4) Notwithstanding Subsection (1) and except as provided in Subsection (2), a dental hygienist
may practice dental hygiene in an accredited dental hygiene school to teach and demonstrate
the practice of dental hygiene.

(5)
(a) An accredited dental hygiene school may teach, demonstrate, and perform expanded

functions in accordance with Section 58-69-808 and associated rules in a clinical setting
operated by the school if:

(i) the expanded functions are included in the school's curriculum;
(ii) the curriculum is compliant with standards created by the Commission on Dental

Accreditation, or its successor organization, for teaching expanded functions;



Utah Code

Page 2

(iii) except as provided in Subsection (5)(b), any expanded function is performed in accordance
with rules made under Section 58-69-808; and

(iv) any expanded function performed in the clinical setting is done under the indirect
supervision of a dentist.

(b) An accredited dental hygiene school may act in accordance with Subsection (5)(a) without
regard to rules being issued under Section 58-69-808 until the earlier of:

(i) the day on which the division issues rules under Section 58-69-808; or
(ii) May 31, 2027.

Repealed and Re-enacted by Chapter 255, 2025 General Session

58-69-802 Practice within limits of law, education, training, experience, and competency.
Each individual licensed under this chapter shall confine the individual's practice to those acts:

(1) permitted by law; and
(2) in which the dentist or dental hygienist is competent by education, training, and experience.

Amended by Chapter 255, 2025 General Session

58-69-803 Use of dental assistants.
          Standards regulating the use of dental assistants shall be established by division rule made in

collaboration with the board.

Amended by Chapter 255, 2025 General Session

58-69-804 Form of practice.
(1) A dentist may engage in the practice of dentistry as:

(a) an individual operating as a business proprietor;
(b) an employee of another person;
(c) a partner in a lawfully organized partnership;
(d) a lawfully formed professional corporation;
(e) a lawfully organized limited liability company;
(f) a lawfully organized business corporation; or
(g) any other form of organization recognized by the state which is not prohibited by rule adopted

by division rules made in collaboration with the board.
(2) Regardless of the form in which a licensee engages in the practice of dentistry, the licensee

may not permit another person who is not licensed in Utah as a dentist and is not otherwise
competent to engage in the practice of dentistry to direct, or in any other way participate in, or
interfere in the licensee's practice of dentistry.

Amended by Chapter 255, 2025 General Session
Amended by Chapter 302, 2025 General Session

58-69-805 Disclosure of financial interest by licensee.
(1) Licensees under this chapter may not refer patients to any clinical laboratory or health care

facility in which the licensee or a member of the licensee's immediate family has any financial
relationship as that term is described in 42 U.S.C.  1395nn, unless the licensee at the time of
making the referral discloses that relationship, in writing, to the patient.
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(2) The written disclosure under Subsection (1) shall also state the patient may choose any facility
or laboratory for the work or treatment.

Enacted by Chapter 116, 1996 General Session

58-69-806 Consumer access to provider charges.
          Beginning January 1, 2011, a dentist licensed under this chapter shall, when requested by a

consumer:
(1) make a list of prices charged by the dentist available for the consumer which includes the

dentist's 25 most frequently performed:
(a) clinic procedures or clinic services;
(b) out-patient procedures; and
(c) in-patient procedures; and

(2) provide the consumer with information regarding any discount available for:
(a) services not covered by insurance; or
(b) prompt payment of billed charges.

Enacted by Chapter 68, 2010 General Session

58-69-807 Use of teledentistry -- Informed consent -- Rulemaking.
(1) A dentist may provide dental services using teledentistry.
(2)

(a) The standard of dental care a licensed dental professional provides through teledentistry
is the same as the standard of dental care a licensed dental professional provides in a
traditional physical setting.

(b) A treating dentist may use teledentistry to collaborate with a dental hygienist within the
relevant applicable scopes of practice and under the appropriate level of supervision
described in Section 58-69-801.

(c) A dental hygienist, other unlicensed individual supervised by a dentist, or any other provider
may not carry out any duties through teledentistry that require direct or indirect supervision of
a dentist.

(d) A dentist may not conduct a dental examination using teledentistry if the standard of care
necessitates a traditional physical dental examination.

(e)
(i) A dentist may correct or attempt to correct malpositioned teeth or provide an oral appliance

to treat sleep-disordered breathing and obstructive sleep apnea if the dentist:
(A) has performed an appropriate, in-person, physical examination of the patient for the

purpose of diagnosing, assessing, and developing a treatment plan;
(B) has reviewed the patient's relevant history, medical records, diagnostic records, and

contemporaneous radiographic records; and
(C) will provide reasonable in-person follow-up care.

(ii) Notwithstanding the limitations described in Subsection (2)(e)(i), the dentist may establish
an initial relationship with a patient through teledentistry only:

(A) for the purpose of emergent care;
(B) to make an initial diagnosis of a malposition of teeth and a determination of the need for

an orthodontic appliance; or
(C) to screen for sleep-disordered breathing and obstructive sleep apnea, and assess the

need for oral appliance therapy for jaw repositioning.
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(iii) A dentist shall confirm an initial diagnosis described in Subsection (2)(e)(ii)(B) through
conducting an in-person examination, reviewing the patient's contemporaneous
radiographic records, and reviewing results from any other relevant test, imaging, or
consultation before the patient begins using any orthodontic appliance.

(iv) A dentist shall confirm an assessment described in Subsection (2)(e)(ii)(C) through
conducting an in-person examination, reviewing the patient's contemporaneous
radiographic records, and reviewing results from any other relevant test, imaging, or
consultation before ordering fabrication of an oral appliance for jaw repositioning and
delivering the appliance to the patient.

(3) A licensed dental professional or any entity employing a licensed dental professional may
not require a patient to sign a pretreatment agreement that limits the patient's ability to file
a complaint with the division, file a lawsuit, join a class action lawsuit, make reports to a
governmental entity, require the patient to submit to binding arbitration, or otherwise limit or
prohibit the patient from obtaining relief for deficiencies in the treatment or services provided to
the patient.

(4) When a licensed dental professional uses teledentistry, the licensed dental professional shall
ensure informed consent covers the following additional information:

(a) a description of the types of dental care services provided through teledentistry, including
limitations on services;

(b) the name, contact information, licensure, credentials, and qualifications of all dentists and
dental hygienists involved in the patient's dental care; and

(c) precautions and protocols for technological failures or emergency situations.
(5) The division shall make rules, in accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative

Rulemaking Act, to establish requirements and parameters regarding teledentistry to ensure the
safe use of teledentistry, including additional provisions for:

(a) transparency, disclosure, and informed consent;
(b) standard of care;
(c) proper documentation;
(d) supervision and scope of practice;
(e) patient complaints; and
(f) protocols for referrals.

(6) If provisions or rules made under Section 26B-4-704 conflict with the provisions of this section
or rules made under this section, the provisions of this section and the rules made under this
section control when the individual being regulated is providing services regulated under this
chapter.

Amended by Chapter 255, 2025 General Session

58-69-808 Expanded functions of dental auxiliaries.
(1) The division shall create certifications for dental auxiliaries to perform, under the indirect

supervision of a dentist, various expanded functions, including:
(a) delegated maxillofacial administration of botulinum toxin by a dental hygienist certified by the

division;
(b) placement of direct restorations by a dental hygienist certified by the division or a dental

assistant certified by the division; and
(c) the removal of coronal dental adhesive by a dental hygienist certified by the division or a

dental assistant certified by the division.
(2) The division shall make rules to implement this section, including rules regarding:
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(a) the education and minimum qualifications to obtain a certification; and
(b) parameters for performing an expanded function.

Enacted by Chapter 255, 2025 General Session


