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Part 1
General Provisions

63M-5-101 Title.
          This chapter is known as the "Resource Development Act."

Enacted by Chapter 382, 2008 General Session

63M-5-102 Policy -- Legislative recognition.
(1) The Legislature declares that the policy of this state is:

(a) to encourage industrial development and the development and utilization of the natural
resources in this state in order to promote the economic development of this state and to
provide benefits to the citizens of this state and other states; and

(b) to encourage co-operation between the state and its agencies and political subdivisions with
individuals, firms, and business organizations to provide for industrial development and the
development and utilization of the natural resources of this state.

(2) The Legislature recognizes that:
(a) industrial development and the development and utilization of the natural resources in this

state, particularly in rural areas, may have a significant financial impact on state agencies
and units of local government unless adequate financing is made available to these state
agencies and units of local government to enable them to provide necessary public works
and improvements and public services prior to completion of natural resource and industrial
facilities; and

(b) because of the time lag between the financial impact on affected units of government and the
normal beginning of the receipt of additional tax revenues from this development normally
begins, it may be necessary and in the public interest of this state and its political subdivisions
to provide through utilization of ad valorem taxes funds for these necessary public works and
improvements; and

(c) these necessary public works and improvements may in part be of benefit primarily to the
industrial developer or the person developing or utilizing the natural resources in this state.
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63M-5-103 Definitions.
          As used in this chapter:

(1) "Commencement of construction" means any clearing of land, excavation, or construction but
does not include preliminary site review, including soil tests, topographical surveys, exploratory
drilling, boring or mining, or other preliminary tests.

(2) "Developer" means any person engaged or to be engaged in industrial development or the
development or utilization of natural resources in this state through a natural resource or
industrial facility, including owners, contract purchases of owners, and persons who, as a
lessee or under an agreement, are engaged or to be engaged in industrial development or
the development or utilization of natural resources in this state through a natural resource or
industrial facility.

(3) "Major developer" means any developer whose proposed new or additional natural resource
facility or industrial facility is projected:

(a) To employ more than 500 people; or
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(b) To cause the population of an affected unit of local government to increase by more than 5%,
the increase to include the primary work force of the facility and their dependents and the
work force and dependents attributable to commercial and public service employment created
by the presence of the facility.

(4) "Natural resource facility" or "industrial facility" means any land, structure, building, plant,
mine, road, installation, excavation, machinery, equipment, or device, or any addition to,
reconstruction, replacement, or improvement of, land or an existing structure, building,
plant, mine, road, installation, excavation, machinery, or device reasonably used, erected,
constructed, acquired, or installed by any person, if a substantial purpose of or result of the
use, erection, construction, acquisition, rental, lease, or installation is related to industrial
development or the development or utilization of the natural resources in this state.

(5) "Person" includes any individual, firm, co-partnership, joint venture, corporation, estate, trust,
business trust, syndicate, or any group or combination acting as a unit.

(6) "Unit of local government" means any county, municipality, school district, local district, special
service district, or any other political subdivision of the state.
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