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12 This joint resolution of the Legislature urges the Utah Olympic Public Safety Command to

13 prohibit the transportation of hazardous materials by rail through Salt Lake City during the

14 2002 Olympic Winter Games.

15 Be it resolved by the Legislature of the state of Utah:

16 WHEREAS, extraordinary measures have been taken to ensure that public safety will be

17 a top priority at the 2002 Olympic Winter Games;

18 WHEREAS, since the September 11, 2001, attacks on America, security concerns at the

19 2002 Olympic Winter Games have drawn international attention;

20 WHEREAS, more than 1,000,000 visitors and 3,700 athletes and officials from 80 nations

21 plan to attend the Games, and many local residents, including volunteers, plan to participate in the

22 Games; 

23 WHEREAS, safety preparations for the 2002 Olympic Winter Games should include

24 measures to prevent the threat posed on the railway system, whether by accident or terrorist intent;

25 WHEREAS, statistics show that a train accident happens every 90 minutes in the United

26 States;

27 WHEREAS, a train accident involving the release of hazardous materials that results in the

28 evacuation of the surrounding area happens every two weeks; 
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29 WHEREAS, Union Pacific Railroad, the nation's largest carrier of hazardous materials,

30 operates trains through Salt Lake City not far from The Gateway and Olympic Legacy Plaza;

31 WHEREAS, though training has taken place to respond in the event of a catastrophe,

32 further preventive measures should be taken to protect the community;

33 WHEREAS, the Utah Olympic Public Safety Command has been granted statutory

34 authority to take action to provide a safe Olympic environment;

35 WHEREAS, hazardous materials should not be transported by rail through Salt Lake City

36 during the 2002 Olympic Winter Games;

37 WHEREAS, by prohibiting the transport of hazardous materials by rail through Salt Lake

38 City during the 2002 Olympic Winter Games, the Utah Olympic Public Safety Command would

39 improve the security of the Salt Lake City area, its residents, and guests, and demonstrate to the

40 world that every precaution necessary has been taken to ensure a safe and secure Olympics; and

41 WHEREAS, this action will greatly increase the atmosphere of safety surrounding the

42 Olympics and will reassure visitors and the citizens of Utah that the 2002 Olympic Winter Games

43 will truly be the safest Games ever:

44 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of the state of Utah urges

45 the Utah Olympic Public Safety Command to prohibit the transport of hazardous materials by rail

46 through Salt Lake City during the 2002 Olympic Winter Games.

47 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Utah Olympic

48 Public Safety Command, the Salt Lake Organizing Committee for the Winter Olympic Games of

49 2002, the United States Olympic Committee, and the International Olympic Committee.
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A limited legal review of this legislation raises no obvious constitutional or statutory concerns.
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