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CHILD WELFARE AMENDMENTS
2005 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH

Sponsor: Dan R. Eastman

LONGTITLE
General Description:

This bill amends provisions of the Human Services Code, the Judicial Code, and
provisions relating to child welfare.
Highlighted Provisions:

Thishill:

» replacesthe term "treatment plan” with the term "child and family plan”;

» clarifies access to certain protected and confidential records;

» providesthat theinability to identify or locate an alleged perpetrator of child abuse
may not be used by the division as a basis for determining that areport is
unsupported;

» providesthat achild and family plan may only include requirements that:

» address findings made by the court; or
e arerequested or approved by a parent or guardian of the child;
» addresses the circumstances under which parent-time may be denied; and
» makestechnical changes.
Monies Appropriated in thisBill:

None
Other Special Clauses:

None
Utah Code Sections Affected:

AMENDS:
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53B-8d-102, as enacted by Chapter 279, Laws of Utah 2001
62A-4a-116, as last amended by Chapters 86 and 201, Laws of Utah 2004
62A-4a-202.3, as last amended by Chapter 124, Laws of Utah 2004
62A-4a-203.5, as enacted by Chapter 274, Laws of Utah 1998
62A-4a-205, as last amended by Chapter 356, Laws of Utah 2004
78-3a-311, as last amended by Chapter 356, Laws of Utah 2004
78-3a-311.5, as enacted by Chapter 246, Laws of Utah 2002

78-3a-312, as last amended by Chapters 168 and 306, Laws of Utah 2002
78-3a-313.5, as enacted by Chapter 274, Laws of Utah 1998

78-3a-407, as last amended by Chapter 246, Laws of Utah 2002
78-3a-912, as last amended by Chapter 356, Laws of Utah 2004

Be it enacted by the Legidature of the state of Utah:

Section 1. Section 53B-8d-102 is amended to read:

53B-8d-102. Definitions.

Asused in this chapter:

(1) "Divison" meansthe Division of Child and Family Services.

(2) "Long-term foster care" means an individual who remains in the custody of the
division, whether or not the individual resides.

(a) with licensed foster parents; or

(b) inindependent living arrangements under the supervision of the division.

(3) "Stateinstitution of higher education” means:

(a) thoseinstitutions designated in Section 53B-1-102; and

(b) any public institution that offers postsecondary education in consideration of the
payment of tuition or fees for the attainment of educational or vocational objectives |leading to
adegree or certificate, including:

(i) business schoolg;];

(ii) technical schoold[;]:

(iii) applied technology centers5];

(iv) trade schoold[;]; and

(V) institutions offering related apprenticeship programs.
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(4) "Tuition" means tuition at the rate for residents of the state.

(5) "Ward of the state" means an individual:

(& whois:

(i) atleast 17 years of age; and

(i) not older than 26 years of age;

(b) who had a permanency goal in the individual's [treatment] child and family plan, as
[elefired] described in Sections 62A-4a-205 and 78-3a-312, of long-term foster care whilein
the custody of the division; and

(c) for whom the custody of the division was not terminated as a result of adoption.

Section 2. Section 62A-4a-116 is amended to read:

62A-4a-116. Management Information System -- Requirements -- Contents --
Purpose -- Access.

(1) (@) Thedivision shall develop and implement a Management Information System
that meets the requirements of this section and the requirements of federal law and regulation.

(b) Theinformation and records contained in the Management Information System:

(i) are protected records under Title 63, Chapter 2, Government Records Access and
Management Act[;]; and

deseribeeHn-Subsection-(6);they] as provided in Subsection (1)(c), are available only to [these]
a person with statutory authorization under Title 63, Chapter 2, Government Records Access

and Management Act to review |
the information and records described in this Subsection (1)(b).

(c) Notwithstanding Subsection (1)(b)(ii), the information and records described in
Subsection (1)(b)(ii) are available to a person:

(i) as provided under Subsection (6) or Section 62A-4a-116.2; or

(ii) who has specific statutory authorization to access the [reeord] information or
records for the purpose of assisting the state with state and federal requirements to maintain

information solely for the purpose of protecting minors and providing services to familiesin
need.
(2) Withregard to al child welfare cases, the Management Information System shall
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provide each caseworker and the department's office of licensing, exclusively for the purposes
of foster parent licensure and monitoring, with a compl ete history of each child in that worker's
casel oad, including [thefoHowingtrformation):

(a) arecord of all past action taken by the division with regard to that child and the
child's siblings,

(b) the complete case history and all reports and information in the control or keeping
of the division regarding that child and the child's siblings;

(c) the number of times the child has been in the custody of the division;

(d) the cumulative period of time the child has been in the custody of the division;

(e) arecord of all reports of abuse or neglect received by the division with regard to
that child's parent, parents, or guardian including:

(i) for each report, documentation of the:

(A) latest status; or [the]

(B) final outcome or determination [regarelingeachreportthetueing];_and

(i) information that indicates whether each report was found to be:

(A) supported][]:

(B) unsupported[;];

(C) substantiated by ajuvenile court[;];

(D) unsubstantiated by ajuvenile court[;]; or

(E) without merit;

(f) the number of times the child's parent or parents [kawve] failed any [treatment] child
and family plan; and

(9) the number of different caseworkers who have been assigned to that child in the

past.
(3) Thedivision's Management Information System shall [ats9]:
(@) contain all key elements of each family's current [treatment] child and family plan,

including:

(i) the dates and number of times the plan has been administratively or judicially
reviewed[;];

(ii) the number of timesthe parent or parents have failed that [treatrment] child and
family plan[;]: and
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121 (iii) the exact length of time [that-treatment] the child and family plan has been in
122  effect; and

123 (b) alert caseworkers regarding deadlines for completion of and compliance with
124  policy, including [treatment] child and family plans.

125 (4) With regard to all child protective services cases, the Management Information
126  System shall [atso]:

127 (8 monitor the compliance of each case with:

128 (i) division rule and policyl[;];

129 (i) statelaw[;]; and

130 (iii) federal law and regulation; and

131 (b) include the age and date of birth of the aleged perpetrator at the time the abuse or

132  neglect is aleged to have occurred, in order to ensure accuracy regarding the identification of
133 thealleged perpetrator.

134 (5) Except as provided in Subsection (6) regarding contract providers and Section

135 62A-4a-116.2 regarding limited access to the Licensing Information System, all information
136  contained in the division's Management Information System is available to the department,
137  upon the approval of the executive director, on a need-to-know basis.

138 (6) (8) [The] Subject to this Subsection (6), the division may allow its contract

139  providers, court clerks designated by the Administrative Office of the Courts, and the Office of

140 the Guardian Ad Litem to have limited access to the Management Information System.
141 (b) A division contract provider has access only to information about [persorswho-are]
142  aperson whois currently receiving services from that specific contract provider.

143 (c) (i) Designated court clerks [shatt] may only have access to information necessary to
144 comply with Subsection 78-3h-102(2).

145 (if) The Office of the Guardian Ad Litem [kas| may access only [t6] the information
146  [abeut] that:

147 (A) relatesto children and families where the Office of the Guardian Ad Litem [has
148  been] is appointed by a court to represent the interests of the children[—Fhe-accessgranteco
149 he-Office-of the-GuardianAd-titemtstmttedtotrformation] ,_ and

150 (B) except as provided in Subsection (6)(d), is entered into the [system] Management

151 Information System on or after July 1, 2004[;exceptthe-office-may].
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(d) Notwithstanding Subsection (6)(c)(ii)(B), the Office of the Guardian Ad Litem
shall have accessto all child abuse and neglect referrals about children and families where the

office has been appointed by a court to represent the interests of the children, regardless of the

date that the information is entered into the Management Information System.

[€b)] () Each contract provider and designated representative of the Office of the
Guardian Ad Litem who requests access to information contained in the Management
Information System shall:

(i) takeall necessary precautions to safeguard the security of the information contained

in the Management Information System,;

(i) trainits employees regarding:

(A) requirements for protecting the information contained in the Management
Information System as required by this chapter and under Title 63, Chapter 2, Government
Records Access and Management Act[;]; and

(B) the criminal penalties under Sections 62A-4a-412 and 63-2-801 for improper
release of information; and

(iii) monitor its employees to ensure that they protect the information contained in the
Management Information System as required by law.

[te)] (f) Thedivision shall take reasonable precautions to ensure that its contract
providers comply with the requirements of this Subsection (6).

(7) Thedivision shall take al necessary precautions, including password protection and
other appropriate and available technological techniques, to prevent unauthorized access to or
release of information contained in the Management Information System.

Section 3. Section 62A-4a-202.3 is amended to read:

62A-4a-202.3. Investigation -- Supported or unsupported reports-- Child in
protective custody.

(1) When achild istaken into protective custody in accordance with Section
62A-4a-202.1, 78-3a-106, or 78-3a-301, or when the division takes any other action which
would require a shelter hearing under Subsection 78-3a-306(1), the division shall immediately
initiate an investigation of the:

(a) circumstances of the minor; and [thefactssarroundthg-the-minorsbethgtaken)

(b) grounds upon which the decision to place the minor into protective custody was
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made.
(2) Thedivision'sinvestigation shall [HAe
conform to reasonable professional standards, and shall include:

(a) asearchfor and review of any records of past reports of abuse or neglect involving:

(i) the same child[;];

(ii) any sibling or other child residing in [that-hetsehotd;] the same household as the
child; and

(iii) the alleged perpetrator;

(b) with regard to achild who isfive years of age or older, a personal interview with
the child:

(i) outside of the presence of the aleged perpetrator[;];_and

(ii) conducted in accordance with the requirements of Subsection (7);
(c) if [thetrwhereabouts-arekhown| a parent or guardian can be located, an interview
with at least one of the child's parents or guardian;

(d) aninterview with the person who reported the abuse, unless [anenyrmots] the report
was made anonymously;

(e) where possible and appropriate, interviews with other third parties who have had
direct contact with the child, including:

(i) school personnel; and

(ii) the child's health care provider;

(f) an unscheduled visit to the child's home, unless:

(i) thedivision has reasonable cause to believe that the reported abuse was committed
by a person who;

(A) isnot the child's parent; and

(B) doesnot:

[A)] (1) livein the child's home; or

[(B)] (1) otherwise have access to the child in the child's home; or

(if) an unscheduled visit is not necessary to obtain evidence for the investigation; and

(g) if appropriate and indicated in any case alleging physical injury, sexual abuse, or
failure to meet the child's medical needs, a medical examination[—TFhat-examination-shat-be|,
obtained no later than 24 hours after the child [was] is placed in protective custody.
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214 (3) Thedivision may rely on awritten report of a prior interview rather than
215  conducting an additional interview, if:

216 (@) law enforcement [has|:

217 (i) previously conducted atimely and thorough investigation regarding the alleged
218  abuse, neglect, or dependency; and [has]

219 (ii) produced awritten report;

220 (b) [that] the investigation described in Subsection (3)(a)(i) included one or more of the
221  interviews required by Subsection (2); and

222 (c) thedivision findsthat an additional interview is not in the best interest of the child.
223 (4) (&) Thedivision's determination of whether areport is supported or unsupported
224 may be based on the child's statements alone.

225 (b) Inability to identify or locate the perpetrator may not be used by the division as a
226  basisfor:

227 (i) determining that areport is [trstbstantrated;] unsupported; or [for]

228 (ii) closing the case.

229 (c) Thedivision may not determine a case to be unsupported or identify a case as

230  unsupported solely because the perpetrator was an out-of-home perpetrator.

231 (d) Decisionsregarding whether areport is supported, unsupported, or without merit
232  shall be based on the facts of the case at the time the report was made.

233 (5) Thedivision should maintain protective custody of the child if it finds that one or
234 more of the following conditions exist:

235 (&) the minor [khashe] does not have a natural parent, guardian, or responsible relative
236  whoisable and willing to provide safe and appropriate care for the minor;

237 (b) (i) shelter of the minor is amatter of necessity for the protection of the minor; and
238 (ii) there are no reasonable means by which the minor can be protected in:

239 (A) the minor's home; or

240 (B) the home of aresponsible relative;

241 (c) thereissubstantial evidence that the parent or guardian islikely to flee the

242  jurisdiction of the court; or

243 (d) the minor hasleft a previously court ordered placement.

244 (6) (a) Within 24 hours after receipt of a child into protective custody, excluding
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weekends and holidays, the division shall;

(i) convene achild protection team to review the circumstances regarding removal of
the child from the child's home or school; and

(ii) prepare the testimony and evidence that will be required of the division at the
shelter hearing, in accordance with Section 78-3a-306.

(b) [Membersef-theteam] The child protection team described in Subsection (6)(a)(i)
shall include:

(i) the caseworker assigned to the case [and];

(ii) the caseworker who made the decision to remove the child;

[€)] (iii) arepresentative of the school or school district [Hwhieh] where the child
attends school;

[€HD)] (iv) the peace officer who removed the child from the home;

[()] (v) arepresentative of the appropriate Children's Justice Center, if oneis
established within the county where the child resides;

[€w}] (vi) if appropriate, and known to the division, atherapist or counselor who is
familiar with the child's circumstances; and

[€¥t)] (vii) any other individuals determined appropriate and necessary by the team
coordinator and chair.

(c) At the 24-hour meeting, the division shall have available for review and
consideration the complete child protective services and foster care history of the child and the
child's parents and siblings.

(7) (@) After receipt of achild into protective custody and prior to the adjudication
hearing, all investigative interviews with the child that are initiated by the division shall be:

(i) audio or video taped[;]; and [thechite-shatbe-aHowed-to-have]

(ii) except as provided in Subsection (7)(b), conducted with a support person of the

child's choice present. [Fhat]
(b) Notwithstanding Subsection (7)(a)(ii). the support person who is present for an

interview of achild may not be an alleged perpetrator.

(8) Thedivision shall cooperate with law enforcement investigations regarding the
alleged perpetrator.
(9) Thedivision may not close an investigation solely on the grounds that the division
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investigator is unable to locate the child until al reasonable efforts have been made to locate
the child and family memberg[—Fheseeffortstnetude] including:

(a) visiting the home at times other than normal work hours;

(b) contacting local schools;

(c) contacting local, county, and state law enforcement agencies; and

(d) checking public assistance records.

Section 4. Section 62A-4a-203.5 is amended to read:

62A-4a-203.5. Mandatory petition for termination of parental rights.

(1) For purposes of this section, "abandoned infant” means a child who is 12 months of
age or younger whose parent or parents:

(a) athough having legal custody of the child, fail to maintain physical custody of the
child without making arrangements for the care of the child;

(b) havefailed to maintain physical custody, and have failed to exhibit the normal
interest of anatural parent without just cause; or

(c) areunwilling to have physical custody of the child.

(2) Except as provided in Subsection (3), notwithstanding any other provision of this
chapter or of Title 78, Chapter 3a, Juvenile Court Act of 1996, the division shall file a petition
for termination of parental rights with regard to:

(a) an abandoned infant; or

(b) aparent, whenever a court has determined that the parent has:

(i) committed murder or child abuse homicide of another child of that parent;

(if) committed manslaughter of another child of that parent;

(iii) aided, abetted, attempted, conspired, or solicited to commit murder, child abuse
homicide, or manslaughter against another child of that parent; or

(iv) committed afelony assault or abuse that has resulted in serious physical injury to
another child of that parent, or to the other parent of that child.

(3) Thedivisionisnot required to file a petition for termination of parental rights under
Subsection (2) if:

(a) thechildisbeing cared for by arelative;

(b) thedivision has:

(i) documented in the child's [treatment] child and family plan a compelling reason for

-10-
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determining that filing a petition for termination of parenta rightsis not in the child's best
interest; and

(if) made that [trestment] child and family plan available to the court for its review; or

(c) (i) the court has previously determined, in accordance with the provisions and
limitations of Sections 62A-4a-201, 62A-4a-203, 78-3a-306, and 78-3a-311, that reasonable
efforts to reunify the child with [kis] the child's parent or parents were required; and

(if) thedivision has not provided, within the time period specified in the [treatment]
child and family plan, services that had been determined to be necessary for the safe return of
the child.

Section 5. Section 62A-4a-205 is amended to read:

62A-4a-205. Child and family plan -- Parent-time.

(1) No more than 45 days after a child enters the temporary custody of the division, the
child's [treatment] child and family plan shall be finalized.

(2) (&) Thedivision shall use an interdisciplinary team approach in developing each
[treatment] child and family plan. [AR]

(b) Theinterdisciplinary team described in Subsection (2)(a) shall include[;butishot
Hmitee-to;] representatives from the following fields:

(i) mental health[;];

(ii) education[;]; and[;-where]

(iii) if appropriate, [arepresentattveof| law enforcement.

(3) (&) Thedivision shall involve all of the following in the development of a child's
[treatrment] child and family plan:

(i) both of the child's natural parents, unless the whereabouts of a parent are unknown;

(i) thechild;

(iii) thechild'sfoster parents; and

(iv) [where] if appropriate, the child's stepparent.
(b) Inrelation to al information considered by the division in devel oping a [treatment]
child and family plan, additional weight and attention shall be given to the input of the child's

natural and foster parents upon their involvement pursuant to Subsections (3)(a)(i) and (iii).
(4) A copy of the [treatment] child and family plan shall, immediately upon
completion, or as soon as reasonably possible thereafter, be provided to the:

-11-
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(a) guardian ad litem[;aneHo-the];
(b) child's natural parents; and
(c) child'sfoster parents [mmm
posstble thereafter].
(5) Each [treatment] child and family plan shall:
(a) specifically provide for the safety of the child, in accordance with federal law[;];

and

(b) clearly define what actions or precautions will, or may be, necessary to provide for
the health, safety, protection, and welfare of the child.

(6) Thechild and family plan shall set forth, with specificity, at least the following:

(a) thereason the child entered [Btvistorn-of-Chitd-anaHamity-Serviceseustody,and|
into the custody of the division;

(b) documentation of the:

(i) reasonable efforts made to prevent placement[;-ortoeumentationof-the] of the child
in the custody of the division; or

(ii) emergency situation that existed and that prevented the reasonable efforts
described in Subsection (6)(b)(i), from being made;
[tB}] (c) the primary permanency goal for the child and the reason for selection of that

godl;

[fe)] (d) the concurrent permanency goal for the child and the reason for the selection
of that godl;

[teh] (e) if the planisfor the child to return to the child's family[;]:

(i) specifically what the parents must do in order to enable the child to be returned
homel]:

(ii) specifically how [these] the requirements described in Subsection (6)(e)(i) may be
accomplished(;]; and

(iii) how [these] the requirements described in Subsection (6)(e)(i) will be measured;

[te)] (f) the specific services needed to reduce the problems that necessitated
[precement] placing the child in the division's custody[;and];

() the name of the person who will provide for and be responsible for case

management;

-12 -
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[€5] (h)_subject to Subsection (9), a parent-time schedul e between the natural parent
and the child;

[fe] (i) the health and mental health care to be provided to address any known or
diagnosed mental health needs of the child [anek];

() if residential treatment rather than afoster home is the proposed placement, a

requirement for a specialized assessment of the child's health needs including an assessment of
mental illness and behavior and conduct disorders; and

[€R)] (k) social summaries that include case history information pertinent to case
planning.

(7) (8) Each [treatment] child and family plan shall be specific to each child and the
child's family, rather than general.

(b) Thedivision shall train its workers to devel op [treatment] child and family plans
that comply with;

(i) federal mandates; and

(ii) the specific needs of the particular child and the child's family.

[tB)] (c) All [treastment] child and family plans and expectations shall be individualized
and contain specific time frames.

[te)—TFreatment] (d) Subject to Subsection (7)(h), child and family plans shall address
problems that;

(i) keep [ehtteren] achild in placement; and

(ii) keep [them] achild from achieving permanence in [thetrtves] the child'slife.

[{eh] (e) Each [treatment] child and family plan shall be designed to minimize
disruption to the normal activities of the child's family, including employment and school.

(f) In particular, the time, place, and amount of services, hearings, and other
requirements ordered by the court in the child and family plan shall be designed, as much as

practicable, to help the child's parents maintain or obtain employment.

[€e)] (@) The child's natural parents, foster parents, and where appropriate, stepparents,
shall be kept informed of and supported to participate in important meetings and procedures
related to the child's placement.

(h) For purposes of Subsection (7)(d), achild and family plan may only include

requirements that:

-13-
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(i) _address findings made by the court; or

(ii) arerequested or consented to by a parent or guardian of the child.

(8) [With] (2) Except as provided in Subsection (8)(b), with regard to achild who is
three years of age or younger, if the goal is not to return the child home, the permanency plan
for that child shall be adoption. [However]

(b) Notwithstanding Subsection (8)(a), if the division documents to the court that there
isacompelling reason that adoption, reunification, guardianship, and kinship placement are not

in the child's best interest, the court may order another planned permanent living arrangement
in accordance with federal law.

(9) (8) Except as provided in Subsection (9)(b), parent-time may only be denied by a
court order issued pursuant to Subsections 78-3a-311(2)(a)(ii) and (b).

(b) Notwithstanding Subsection (9)(a), the person designated by the division or a court

to supervise a parent-time session may deny parent-time for that session if the supervising

person determines that, based on the parent's condition, it is necessary to deny parent-timein

order to:
(i) protect the physical safety of the child;
(ii) protect the life of the child; or

(iii) prevent the child from suffering emotional anguish.
Section 6. Section 78-3a-311 is amended to read:
78-3a-311. Dispositional hearing -- Reunification services-- Exceptions.

(1) The court may:

(@) make any of the dispositions described in Section 78-3a-118][5];
(b) place the [ehttd] minor in the custody or guardianship of any:
(i) individual; or

(ii) public or private entity or agency[;]; or

(c) order;

(i) protective supervision[;]:

(ii) family preservation[;];

(iii) medical or mental health treatment][;]; or

(iv) other services.

(2) () (i) Whenever the court orders continued removal at the dispositional hearing,

-14 -
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and that the minor remain in the custody of the [Btvisten-of-ChttaraneHamtty-Serviees ]
division, the court shall first:

(A) establish aprimary permanency goal for the minor; and

(B) determine whether, in view of the primary permanency goal, reunification services
are appropriate for the [ehitd] minor and the [ehHes] minor's family, pursuant to Subsection
(3).

(i) [When] Subject to Subsection (2)(b), if the court determines that reunification
services are appropriate for the [ehttd] minor and the [ehttets] minor's family, the court shall

provide for reasonable parent-time with the parent or parents from whose custody the [ehi]
minor was removed, unless parent-time is not in the best interest of the [ehttdl] minor.

(iii) (A) In cases where obvious sexual abuse, abandonment, or serious physical abuse
or neglect are involved, neither the division nor the court has any duty to make "reasonable
efforts’ or to, in any other way, attempt to provide reunification services, or to attempt to
rehabilitate the offending parent or parents.

(B) Inall cases, the [ehite!'s] minor's health, safety, and welfare shall be the court's
paramount concern in determining whether reasonabl e efforts to reunify should be made.

(b) (i) For purposes of Subsection (2)(a)(ii), parent-time isin the best interests of a

minor unless the court makes afinding that it is necessary to deny parent-time in order to:

(A) protect the physical safety of the minor;

(B) protect the life of the minor: or

(C) prevent the minor from suffering emotional anguish.

(ii) Notwithstanding Subsection (2)(a)(ii), a court may not deny parent-time based

solely on a parent's failure to:

(A) prove that the parent has not used legal or illegal substances; or

(B) comply with an aspect of the child and family plan that is ordered by the court.
[tb}] (c) (i) Inaddition to the primary permanency goal, the court shall establish a

concurrent permanency goal[—Fhe-concttrent-permanency-goat] that shall include:

(A) arepresentative list of the conditions under which the primary permanency goal

will be abandoned in favor of the concurrent permanency goal; and
(B) an explanation of the effect of abandoning or modifying the primary permanency
goal.
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(i1) A permanency hearing shall be conducted in accordance with Subsection
78-3a-312(1)(b) within 30 days if something other than reunification isinitially established as a
[ehttets] minor's primary permanency goal.

(iii) (A) The court may amend a [ehttets] minor's primary permanency goal before the
establishment of afinal permanency plan under Section 78-3a-312.

(B) The court is not limited to the terms of the concurrent permanency goal in the event
that the primary permanency goal is abandoned.

(C) If, at anytime, the court determines that reunification is no longer a [ehttets] minor's
primary permanency goal, the court shall conduct a permanency hearing in accordance with
Section 78-3a-312 [within] on or before the earlier of [36-daysof-the-cotrt'steterminationor] .

(1) 30 days from the day on which the court makes the determination described in this
Subsection (2)(c)(iii)(C); or

(1) 12 months from the [erigihat-removal-of-the-ehttd] day on which the minor was

first removed from the minor's home.

[fe)] (d) (i) (A) If the court determines that reunification services are appropriate, it
shall order that the division make reasonable efforts to provide services to the [ehitd] minor
and the [ehttets] minor's parent for the purpose of facilitating reunification of the family, for a
specified period of time.

(B) In providing [these] the services described in Subsection (2)(d)(i)(A), the [ehitels]
minor's health, safety, and welfare shall be the division's paramount concern, and the court
shall so order.

(ii) The court shall:

(A) determine whether the services offered or provided by the division under the

[treatment] child and family plan constitute "reasonable efforts’ on the part of the division[—
Fhecourt-shatatso|;

(B) determine and define the responsibilities of the parent under the [treatment] child
and family plan in accordance with [Seetion-62A-4a-205—Those-tuties-and-responsibiities
shat-betdentified] Subsection 62A-4a-205(6)(€); and

(C) identify on the record the responsibilities described in Subsection (2)(d)(ii)(B), for
the purpose of assisting in any future determination regarding the provision of reasonable

efforts, in accordance with state and federal law.
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(iii) (A) Thetime period for reunification services may not exceed 12 months from the
date that the [ehitd] minor was initially removed from the [ehttels]| minor's home.

(B) Nothing in this section may be construed to entitle any parent to an entire 12
months of reunification services.

(iv) If reunification services [have-been] are ordered, the court may terminate those
services at any time.

(v) If, at any time, continuation of reasonable efforts to reunify a [ehid] minor is
determined to be inconsistent with the final permanency plan for the [ehttdl] minor established
pursuant to Subsection 78-3a-312, then measures shall be taken, in atimely manner, to:

(A) place the [ehttd] minor in accordance with the permanency plan[;]; and [te]

(B) complete whatever steps are necessary to finalize the permanent placement of the
[ehitd] minor.

[€eh] (e) Any physical custody of the minor by the parent or arelative during the period
described in Subsection (2)[t€}](d) does not interrupt the running of the period.

[€e)] (f) (i) If reunification services [havebeen| are ordered, a permanency hearing
shall be conducted by the court in accordance with Section 78-3a-312 at the expiration of the
time period for reunification services.

(ii) The permanency hearing shall be held no later than 12 months after the original
removal of the [ehiHd] minor.

[€1)] (iii) If reunification services [haverotbeen] are not ordered, a permanency
hearing shall be conducted within 30 days, in accordance with Section 78-3a-312.

[€6)] (g) With regard to a[ehitd] minor who is 36 months of age or younger at the time
the [ehid] minor isinitially removed from the home, the court shall:

(i) hold a permanency hearing eight months after the date of the initial removal,
pursuant to Section 78-3a-312; and

(if) order the discontinuance of those services after eight months from the initial
removal of the [eRHd] minor from the home if the parent or parents have not made substantial
efforts to comply with the [treatment] child and family plan.

[€ey] (h) With regard to a[ehtd] minor in the custody of the division whose parent or

parents [have-been] are ordered to receive reunification services but who have abandoned that
[ehitd] minor for aperiod of six months [siee] from the date that reunification services were
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ordered([;]:

(i) the court shall terminate reunification services[;]; and

(ii) thedivision shall petition the court for termination of parental rights.

(3) (a) Because of the state's interest in and responsibility to protect and provide
permanency for [ehtteren] minors who are abused, neglected, or dependent, the Legislature
findsthat a parent'sinterest in receiving reunification servicesis limited.

(b) The court may determine that:

(i) effortsto reunify a[ehid] minor with the [ehHtets] minor's family are not reasonable
or appropriate, based on the individual circumstances[;]; and [that]

(ii) reunification services should not be provided.

(©) Indetermining "reasonable efforts’ to be made with respect to a[ehtd] minor, and
in making "reasonable efforts,” the [ehttel's] minor's health, safety, and welfare shall be the
paramount concern.

[tb}] (d) (i) Thereisapresumption that reunification services should not be provided to
aparent if the court finds, by clear and convincing evidence, that any of the following
circumstances exist:

[{D] (A) thewhereabouts of the parents are unknown, based upon a verified affidavit
indicating that a reasonably diligent search has failed to locate the parent;

[€H)] (B) subject to Subsection (3)(d)(ii), the parent is suffering from amental illness of
such magnitude that it renders [him] the parent incapable of utilizing reunification services,

';i RGHG-SHam e PDaSetG-OoCompeten V1C Ot mentanea 1O SSHOA

[€HD)] (C) the minor [hasbeen] was previoudy adjudicated as an abused child due to
physical or sexual abuse, [that] and following the adjudication the [ehttd] minor:

(1) was removed from the custody of [his] the minor's parent[;-was];

(1) was subsequently returned to the custody of [that] the parent[;-are-themiror];,_and

(1) isbeing removed due to additional physical or sexua abuse;

[{iw)] (D) the parent [hes]:

(1) caused the death of another [ehitd]] minor through abuse or neglect; or [has]

(1) committed, aided, abetted, attempted, conspired, or solicited to commit;
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(Aa) murder or manslaughter of a child; or

(Bb) child abuse homicide;

[t#] (E) the minor [kas] suffered severe abuse by the parent or by any person known
by the parent, if the parent knew or reasonably should have known that the person was abusing
the minor;

[tvH)] (F) the minor [hasbeen] is adjudicated an abused child as aresult of severe abuse
by the parent, and the court finds that it would not benefit the [ehit€d] minor to pursue
reunification services with the offending parent;

[tvth)] (G) the parent'srights [Rawvebeen] are terminated with regard to any other [ehttd]
minor;

[fvitt)] (H) the [ehteHhasbeen] minor isremoved from [kis] the minor's home on at
least two previous occasions and reunification services were offered or provided to the family
at those times;

[€9] (1) the parent has abandoned the [ehitd] minor for a period of six months or
longer; or

[©9] (J) any other circumstance that the court determines should preclude reunification
efforts or services.

[t4-a)Faittre]

(ii) The finding under Subsection (3)(d)(i)(B) shall be based on competent evidence
from mental health professionals establishing that, even with the provision of services, the

parent is not likely to be capable of adequately caring for the minor within 12 months from the

day on which the court finding is made.

(4) In determining whether reunification services are appropriate, the court shall take

into consideration:

(a) failure of the parent to respond to previous services or comply with [any| a previous
[treatment] child and family plan[;];

(b) thefact that the [ehttd] minor was abused while the parent was under the influence
of drugs or alcohol[;apast];

(c) any history of violent behavior[];

(d) whether aparent continues to live with an individual who abused the [ehttek]

minor:;
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(e) any patterns of the parent's behavior that have exposed the [ehiHd] minor to repeated
abuse|-of];

(g) whether the parent has expressed an interest in reunification with the [ehite+h

g whetherreunifteatton-servicesare-appropriate] minor.

(5) (@) If reunification services are not ordered pursuant to Subsection (3)(a), and the
whereabouts of a parent become known within six months of the out-of-home placement of the
minor, the court may order the division to provide reunification services.

(b) Thetime limits described in Subsection (2)[;-hewever;] are not tolled by the
parent's absence.
(6) (a) If aparent isincarcerated or institutionalized, the court shall order reasonable
services unless it determines that those services would be detrimental to the minor. [+a
I e e ]
(b) In making the determination described in Subsection (6)(a), the court shall
consider:
(i) the age of the [ehitd;] minor;
(ii) the degree of parent-child bondingf[;];
(iii) thelength of the sentencel;];
(iv) the nature of the treatment[;];
(v) the nature of the crime or illnesg[5];
(vi) thedegree of detriment to the [ehitd] minor if services are not offered [anek];
(vii) for [miners| aminor ten years of age or older, the minor's attitude toward the

implementation of family reunification serviceg[;]; and

(viii) any other appropriate factors.

(c) Reunification services for an incarcerated parent are subject to the 12-month
limitation imposed in Subsection (2).

(d) Reunification services for an institutionalized parent are subject to the 12-month
limitation imposed in Subsection (2), unless the court determines that continued reunification
services would be in the [ehtels] minor's best interest.
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(7) If, pursuant to [
Subsections (3)(d)(i)(B) through (J), the court does not order reunification services, a

permanency hearing shall be conducted within 30 days, in accordance with Section 78-3a-312.

Section 7. Section 78-3a-311.5 is amended to read:

78-3a-311.5. Six-month review hearing -- Court deter mination regarding
reasonable efforts by the Division of Child and Family Services and parental compliance
with child and family plan requirements

If reunification efforts have been ordered by the court, a hearing shall be held no more
than six months after initial removal of a [ehtd] minor from the [ekiHel's] minor's home, in
order for the court to determine whether:

(1) thedivision has provided and is providing "reasonable efforts' to reunify afamily,
in accordance with the [treatment] child and family plan established under Section
62A-4a-205; and

(2) the parent hasfulfilled or is fulfilling identified duties and responsibilitiesin order

to comply with the requirements of the [treatment] child and family plan.
Section 8. Section 78-3a-312 is amended to read:
78-3a-312. Permanency hearing -- Final plan -- Petition for termination of

parental rightsfiled -- Hearing on termination of parental rights.

(1) (8 When reunification services have been ordered in accordance with Section
78-3a-311, with regard to a[ehHd] minor who isin the custody of the Division of Child and
Family Services, a permanency hearing shall be held by the court no later than 12 months after
the original removal of the [ekHtd] minor.

(b) [Whennorednifieation-serviceswere-ordered] If reunification services were not
ordered at the dispositional hearing, a permanency hearing shall be held within 30 days from

the date of the dispositional hearing.

(2) (a) If reunification services were ordered by the court in accordance with Section
78-3a-311, the court shall, at the permanency hearing, determine, consistent with Subsection
(3,) whether the [ehitd] minor may safely be returned to the custody of the [ehiels] minor's
parent.

(b) If the court finds, by a preponderance of the evidence, that return of the [eht]
minor would create a substantial risk of detriment to the [ehttets] minor's physical or emotional
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well-being, the [ehHd] minor may not be returned to the custody of the [ekttets] minor's parent.
[Fhefatture-of-aparentorguardianto-partictpate-th,comphy-with;)

(c) Primafacie evidence that return of the minor to a parent or quardian would create a

substantial risk of detriment to the minor is established if the parent or guardian fails to:

(i) participate in a court approved child and family plan;

(ii) comply with a court approved child and family plan in whole or in part[;]; or [t6]
(iii) meet the goals of a court approved [treatrrent] child and family plan [eenstitttes

detriment].

[tB}] (3) In making a determination under [this] Subsection (2)(a), the court shall
review and consider:

(a) thereport prepared by the Division of Child and Family Serviced[;];

(b) any admissible evidence offered by the [ehtte!s] minor's guardian ad litem[;];

(c) any report prepared by afoster care citizen review board pursuant to Section
78-30-103[5]:

(d) any evidence regarding the efforts or progress demonstrated by the parent[;]; and

(e) the extent to which the parent cooperated and availed himself of the services
provided.

[€3)] (4) () With regard to a case where reunification services were ordered by the
court, if a[ehid] minor is not returned to the [ehttets] minor's parent or guardian at the
permanency hearing, the court shall:

(i) order termination of reunification servicesto the parent[;-and];

(ii) make afina determination regarding whether termination of parental rights,
adoption, or permanent custody and guardianship is the most appropriate final plan for the
[ehitd] minor, taking into account the [ehtte!s] minor's primary permanency goal established by
the court pursuant to Section 78-3a-311[:];_and

(iii) establish a concurrent plan that identifies the second most appropriate final plan

for the minor.

(b) If the Division of Child and Family Services documents to the court that thereisa
compelling reason that adoption, reunification, guardianship, and kinship placement are not in
the [ehtHel's] minor's best interest, the court may order another planned permanent living
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679 arrangement, in accordance with federal law.

680 (c) If the [ehttd] minor clearly desires contact with the parent, the court shall take the
681 [ehte's] minor's desire into consideration in determining the final plan. [Hr-addittonthe-eourt
683  ehitd]

684 [(b)y—The] (d) Consistent with Subsection (4)(€), the court may not extend reunification
685  servicesbeyond 12 months from the date the [ehttd] minor wasinitially removed from the

686 [ehttets] minor's home, in accordance with the provisions of Section 78-3a-311, except that the
687  court may extend reunification services for no more than 90 days if [#t] the court finds that:

688 (i) there has been substantial compliance with the [treatment] child and family plan[;
689  that];

690 (ii) reunification is probable within that 90-day period[;]; and [that]

691 (iii) the extensionisin the best interest of the [eRttd] minor.

692 (e) (i) Inno event may any reunification services extend beyond 15 months from the
693 datethe [ehHd] minor wasinitially removed from the [ehiHe!'s] minor's home.

694 (ii) Delay or failure of aparent to establish paternity or seek custody does not provide a
695 basisfor the court to extend services for that parent beyond that 12-month period.

696 [€e)] (f) The court may, initsdiscretion[;]:

697 (i) enter any additional order that it determines to be in the best interest of the [eht]

698 minor, so long asthat order does not conflict with the requirements and provisions of

699  Subsections [{3){a)-ancb)y—Thecotrtmay] (4)(a) through (€); or

700 (ii) order the division to provide protective supervision or other servicesto a [ehitd]

701  minor and the [ehiters] minor's family after the division's custody of a [ehHd] minor has been
702  terminated.

703 [(4] (5) If thefinal plan for the [ehitd] minor isto proceed toward termination of

704  parenta rights, the petition for termination of parental rights shall be filed, and a pretrial held,
705  within 45 calendar days after the permanency hearing.

706 [€5}] (6) (&) Any party to an action may, at any time, petition the court for an expedited
707  permanency hearing on the basis that continuation of reunification efforts are inconsistent with
708 the permanency needs of the [ehHd] minor.

709 (b) If the court so determines, it shall order, in accordance with federal law, that:
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(i) the [ehtd] minor be placed in accordance with the permanency plan[;]; and [that]

(i) whatever steps are necessary to finalize the permanent placement of the [ehttd]
minor be completed as quickly as possible.

[€6}] (7) Nothing in this section may be construed to:

(a) entitle any parent to reunification services for any specified period of time;

(b) limit acourt's ability to terminate reunification services at any time prior to a
permanency hearing; or

(c) limit or prohibit the filing of a petition for termination of parental rights by any
party, or a hearing on termination of parental rights, at any time prior to a permanency hearing.
[+]

(8) (a) Subject to Subsection (8)(b). if a petition for termination of parental rightsis

filed prior to the date scheduled for a permanency hearing, the court may consolidate the
hearing on termination of parental rights with the permanency hearing. []
(b) For purposes of Subsection (8)(a). if the court consolidates the hearing on

termination of parental rights with the permanency hearing[+t]:

(i) the court shall first make afinding regarding whether reasonable efforts have been
made by the Division of Child and Family Servicesto finalize the permanency goal for the
[ehite;] minor; and

(ii) any reunification services shall be terminated in accordance with the time lines
described in Section 78-3a-311.

() A decisionon [the] apetition for termination of parental rights shall be made within
18 months from [the-date-of-the-chite'sremoval] the day on which the minor is removed from
the minor's home.

Section 9. Section 78-3a-313.5 is amended to read:

78-3a-313.5. Mandatory petition for termination of parental rights.

(1) For purposes of this section, "abandoned infant” means a [ehttd] minor who is 12
months of age or younger whose parent or parents:

(@) athough having legal custody of the [ehiHd] minor, fail to maintain physical custody
of the [ehitd] minor without making arrangements for the care of the [ehiHd] minor;

(b) havefailed to:

(i) maintain physical custody[;]; and [havefatedto]
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(i) exhibit the normal interest of a natural parent without just cause; or

(c) areunwilling to have physical custody of the [ehitd] minor.

(2) Except as provided in Subsection (3), notwithstanding any other provision of this
chapter or of Title 62A, Chapter 4a, Child and Family Services, the division shall file a petition
for termination of parental rights with regard to:

(a) an abandoned infant; or

(b) the minor of a parent, whenever a court has determined that the parent has:

(i) committed murder or child abuse homicide of another [ehttd] minor of that parent;

(it) committed manslaughter of another [ekHed] minor of that parent;

(iii) aided, abetted, attempted, conspired, or solicited to commit murder, child abuse
homicide, or manslaughter against another [ekHed] minor of that parent; or

(iv) committed afelony assault or abuse that [hasresdtted] results in serious physical
injury to:

(A) another [ehttd] minor of that parent[;]; or [to]

(B) the other parent of [that-ehtd] the minor.

(3) Thedivisionisnot required to file a petition for termination of parental rights under
Subsection (2) if:

(a) the[ehtd] minor isbeing cared for by arelative;

(b) thedivision has:

(i) documented in the [ehtte'streatment] minor's child and family plan a compelling
reason for determining that filing a petition for termination of parental rightsis not in the
[ehttets] minor's best interest; and

(if) made that [treatment] child and family plan available to the court for its review; or

(c) (i) the court has previously determined, in accordance with the provisions and
limitations of Sections 62A-4a-201, 62A-4a-203, 78-3a-306, and 78-3a-311, that reasonable
efforts to reunify the [ehttd] minor with [his] the minor's parent or parents were required; and

(if) thedivision has not provided, within the time period specified in the [treatment]
child and family plan, services that had been determined to be necessary for the safe return of
the [ehitd] minor.

Section 10. Section 78-3a-407 is amended to read:

78-3a-407. Groundsfor termination of parental rights-- Findingsregarding
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reasonable efforts.

(1) The court may terminate al parental rights with respect to a parent if [it] the court
finds any one of the following:

(a) that the parent has abandoned the [ehttd] minor;

(b) that the parent has neglected or abused the [ehitd] minor;

(c) that the parent is unfit or incompetent;

(d) (i) that the [ekitd] minor is being cared for in an out-of-home placement under the
supervision of the court or the division [and];

(ii) that the parent has substantially neglected, wilfully refused, or has been unable or
unwilling to remedy the circumstances that cause the [ehitd] minor to be in an out-of-home
placement[;]; and

(iii) that there is a substantial likelihood that the parent will not be capable of
exercising proper and effective parental care in the near future;

(e) failure of parental adjustment, as defined in this chapter;

() that only token efforts have been made by the parent:

(i) to support or communicate with the [ehttd] minor;

(i) to prevent neglect of the [ehHd] minor;

(iii) to eliminate the risk of serious physical, mental, or emotional abuse of the [ehitd]
minor; or

(iv) to avoid being an unfit parent;

(9) (i) that the parent has voluntarily relinquished the parent's parental rights to the
[ehttet] minor; and [theeotirtfinels]

(i1) that termination isin the [ekHets] minor's best interest;

(h) [theparent] that, after a period of trial during which the [ehttd] minor was returned
to livein the [ehtd's] minor's own home, the parent substantially and continuously or
repeatedly refused or failed to give the [ehte] minor proper parental care and protection; or

(i) thetermsand conditions of safe relinquishment of a newborn child have been
complied with, pursuant to Title 62A, Chapter 4a, Part 8, Safe Relinquishment of a Newborn
Child.

(2) The court may not terminate the parental rights of a parent because the parent has
failed to complete the requirements of a [treatment] child and family plan.
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(3) () [] Except as provided in Subsection (3)(b), in any case in which the court has
directed the division to provide reunification services to a parent, the court must find that the

division made reasonable efforts to provide those services before the court may terminate the
parent's rights under Subsection (1)(b), (c), (d), (e), (f), or (h).

(b) [Fhe] Notwithstanding Subsection (3)(a), the court is not required to make the
finding under Subsection (3)(a) before terminating a parent's rights:

(i) under Subsection (1)(b) [basedupen], if the court finds that the abuse or neglect
[feune-by-the-courtto-have] occurred subsequent to adjudication; or

(ii) if reasonable efforts to provide the services described in Subsection (3)(a) are not

required under federal law.

Section 11. Section 78-3a-912 is amended to read:

78-3a-912. Appointment of attorney guardian ad litem -- Right of refusal --
Dutiesand responsibilities-- Training -- Trained staff and court-appointed special
advocate volunteers -- Costs -- |mmunity -- Annual report.

(1) The court:

(a) may appoint an attorney guardian ad litem to represent the best interest of a minor
involved in any case before the court; and

(b) shall consider only the best interest of aminor in determining whether to appoint a
guardian ad litem.

(2) An attorney guardian ad litem shall represent the best interest of each minor who
may become the subject of a petition alleging abuse, neglect, or dependency, from the [elate]
earlier of the day that:

(a) the minor is removed from the minor's home by the division[;]; or [the-tlate]

(b) the petition is filed[;-whithever-oceurseartier].

(3) The Office of the Guardian Ad Litem Director, through an attorney guardian ad
litem, shall:

(a) represent the best interest of the minor in all proceedings,

(b) prior to representing any minor before the court, be trained in:

(i) applicable statutory, regulatory, and case law([;]; and [iA]
(ii) accordance with the United States Department of Justice National Court A ppointed

Special Advocate Association guidelineg - prior-totrepresentiiganymihor-beforethecotrt]
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(c) conduct or supervise an independent investigation in order to obtain first-hand, a
clear understanding of the situation and needs of the [ehid] minor;

(d) (i) personally meet with the minor;

(ii) personadly interview the minor if the minor is old enough to communicate;

(iii) determine the minor's goals and concerns regarding placement; and

(iv) personally assess or supervise an assessment of the appropriateness and safety of
the minor's environment in each placement;

(e) filewritten motions, responses, or objections at all stages of a proceeding when
necessary to protect the best interest of aminor;

(f) personally or through atrained volunteer, paralegal, or other trained staff, attend all
administrative and foster care citizen review board hearings pertaining to the minor's case;

(g) participatein all appeals unless excused by order of the court;

(h) befamiliar with local experts who can provide consultation and testimony
regarding the reasonableness and appropriateness of efforts made by the Division of Child and
Family Servicesto:

(i) maintain aminor in the minor's home; or [t6]

(ii) reunify aminor with the minor's parent;

(i) tothe extent possible, and unlessit would be detrimental to the minor, personally or
through atrained volunteer, paralegal, or other trained staff, keep the minor advised of .

(i) the status of the minor's case[;];

(ii) all court and administrative proceedings[;]:

(iii) discussions with, and proposals made by other partied[;];

(iv) court action[;]; and

(v) the psychiatric, medical, or other treatment or diagnostic services that are to be
provided to the minor;

() review proposed ordersfor, and as requested by the court([;];

(k) prepare proposed orders with clear and specific directions regarding services,
treatment, [and] evaluation, assessment, and protection of the minor and the minor's family;
and

[(] (1) personally or through atrained volunteer, paralegal, or other trained staff,
monitor implementation of a minor's [treatment] child and family plan and any dispositional
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ordersto:

(i) determine whether services ordered by the court;

(A) areactually provided[;]; and

(B) are provided in atimely manner[;]; and

(i) attempt to assess whether [they| services ordered by the court are accomplishing
[thetr] the intended goal of the services.

(4) (8 [An] Consistent with this Subsection (4), an attorney guardian ad litem may use

trained volunteers, in accordance with Title 67, Chapter 20, Volunteer Government Workers
Act, trained paralegals, and other trained staff to assist in investigation and preparation of
information regarding the cases of individual minors before the court. [AR]

(b) The attorney guardian ad litem described in Subsection (4)(a) may not[;-however]
delegate the attorney's responsibilities described in Subsection (3).

[{B}] (c) All volunteers, paralegals, and staff utilized pursuant to this section shall be
trained in and follow, at a minimum, the guidelines established by the United States
Department of Justice Court Appointed Special Advocate Association.

[fe)] (d) The court may use volunteers trained in accordance with the requirements of
Subsection (4)[{b}](c) to assist in investigation and preparation of information regarding the
cases of individual minorswithin the jurisdiction.

[{e] () When possible and appropriate, the court may use a volunteer who is a peer of
the minor appearing before the court, in order to provide assistance to that minor, under the
supervision of an attorney guardian ad litem or the attorney's trained volunteer, paralegal, or
other trained staff.

(5) The attorney guardian ad litem shall continue to represent the best interest of the
minor until released from [duties] that duty by the court.

(6) (8) [Fhe] Consistent with Subsection (6)(b), the juvenile court is responsible for:

(i) al costs resulting from the appointment of an attorney guardian ad litem; and

(i1) the costs of volunteer, paralegal, and other staff appointment and training[;and].

(b) The court shall use funds appropriated by the Legislature for the guardian ad litem
program to cover [these] the costs described in Subsection (6)(a).

[tB}] (c) (i) When the court appoints an attorney guardian ad litem under this section,
the court may assess all or part of the attorney's fees, court costs, and paraegal, staff, and
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volunteer expenses against the minor's parents, parent, or legal guardian in a proportion that the
court determines to be just and appropriate.

(if) The court may not assess those fees or costs against:

(A) alega guardian, when that guardian is the state][;]; or [agaist]

(B) consistent with Subsection (6)(d), a parent who is found to be impecunious. []

(d) For purposes of Subsection (6)(c)(ii)(B). if a person claims to be impecunious, the
court shall;

(i) require [of] that person to submit an affidavit of impecuniosity as provided in
Section 78-7-36; and [the-cotrt-shaH]

(ii) follow the procedures and make the determinations as provided in Section 78-7-36.

(7) Anattorney guardian ad litem appointed under this section, when serving in the

scope of the attorney guardian ad litem's duties as guardian ad litem is considered an employee
of the state for purposes of indemnification under Title 63, Chapter [36;Ytah] 30d,
Governmental Immunity Act of Utah.

(8) (&) Anattorney guardian ad litem shall represent the best interest of aminor.

(b) If the minor's wishes differ from the attorney's determination of the minor's best
interest, the attorney guardian ad litem shall communicate the minor's wishes to the court in
addition to presenting the attorney's determination of the minor's best interest.

(c) A difference between the minor's wishes and the attorney's determination of best
interest may not be considered a conflict of interest for the attorney.

[€by] (d) The court may appoint one attorney guardian ad litem to represent the best
interests of more than one minor child of a marriage.

(9) Anattorney guardian ad litem shall be provided accessto al Division of Child and
Family Services records regarding the minor at issue and the minor's family.

(10) An attorney guardian ad litem shall maintain current and accurate records
regarding:

(a) the number of times the attorney has had contact with each minor; and

(b) the actions the attorney has taken in representation of the minor's best interest.

(11) (a) Except as provided in Subsection (11)(b), all records of an attorney guardian
ad litem are confidential and may not be released or made public upon subpoena, search
warrant, discovery proceedings, or otherwise. This subsection supersedes Title 63, Chapter 2,
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Government Records Access and Management Act.
(b) [AH] Consistent with Subsection (11)(d), all records of an attorney guardian ad
litem:

(i) are subject to legidative subpoena, under Title 36, Chapter 14, Legidative
Subpoena Powerg[;]; and

(ii) shall bereleased to the Legidlature.

(c) (i) [Reeerds] Except as provided in Subsection (11)(c)(ii), recordsreleased in
accordance with Subsection (11)(b) shall be maintained as confidential by the Legislature.
[Fhe]

(i) Notwithstanding Subsection (11)(c)(i). the Office of the Legislative Auditor
General may[;hewever;] include summary data and nonidentifying information in its audits

and reports to the Legidature.
(d) (i) [Beeauseof] Subsection (11)(b) constitutes an exception to Rules of
Professional Conduct, Rule 1.6, as provided by Rule 1.6(b)(4), because of:

(A) theuniguerole of an attorney guardian ad litem described in Subsection (8)[5]; and
(B) the state's role and responsibility:

(1) to provide aguardian ad litem program; and[;]

(ii) A claim of attorney-client privilege does not bar access to the records of an attorney
guardian ad litem by the Legidature, through legidlative subpoena.

(e) The Office of the Guardian Ad Litem shall present an annual report to the Child
Welfare Legidative Oversight Panel detailing:

(i) the development, policy, and management of the statewide guardian ad litem
program;

(ii) thetraining and evaluation of attorney guardians ad litem and volunteers; and

(iii) the number of children served by the Office of the Guardian Ad Litem.
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L egidative Review Note
asof 1-25-05 10:49 AM

Based on alimited legal review, thislegidlation has not been determined to have ahigh
probability of being held unconstitutional.

Office of L egidative Research and General Counsel
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Fiscal Note Child Welfare Amendments 31-Jan-05
Bill Number SB0072 12:20 PM

State Impact

[t is estimated that this legislation will require an appropriation of $63,800 (all General
Fund) in FY 2006, which includes $600 one-time funds. $44,300 would go to the Courts
and $19,500 would go to the Attorney General's Office.

FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2006 FY 2007

Approp. Approp. Revenue Revenue
General Fund $63.800 $63.200 $0 $0
TOTAL $63,800 $63,200 $0 $0

Individual and Business Impact

No fiscal impact.

Office of the Legislative Fiscal Analyst



