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Chief Sponsor: Aaron Osmond

House Sponsor: Brad R. Wilson

LONG TITLE
General Description:

This joint resolution of the Legislature addresses matters related to public education.
Highlighted Provisions:

This resolution:

» expresses a legislative desire to improve collaboration between the Legislature and

the State Board of Education;

» encourages legislators and State Board of Education members to spend time directly

in the classrooms of the public education system and to report on the visits within
seven days; and
» encourages the State Board of Education to provide an online repository where
legislators and State Board of Education members can report on their classroom
visits.
Special Clauses:

None

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the state of Utah:
WHEREAS, under Article X of the Utah Constitution, the Legislature and the State
Board of Education each play an important role with respect to the public education system;

WHEREAS, public education now accounts for over 50% of the total budget for the
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state;

WHEREAS, an effective and high quality public education for each child in the state is
the stated goal of both the members of the Legislature and the State Board of Education; and

WHEREAS, each year a significant number of bills is proposed to improve and reform
public education to achieve this goal:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature expresses the desire to
improve collaboration between the Legislature and the State Board of Education with respect to
public education improvement and reform.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Legislature encourages its members and the
members of the State Board of Education to strive actively to spend at least 16 hours during the
legislative interim period each year directly observing student and teacher interaction in
classrooms of the public schools within or near their district; specifically four hours in an
elementary school, four hours in a middle school, four hours in a high school, and four hours in
a charter school.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Legislature encourages the State Board of
Education to create and maintain, if it can do so within its existing budget, an online repository
where members of the Legislature and the State Board of Education can report the details of
their visits, including dates of visits, schools visited, classes visited, teachers visited, hours
spent, and general observations and recommendations, to provide formal public evidence of
legislative and State Board of Education direct engagement in the public schools and to provide
the public an opportunity to read and review that information.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Legislature encourages members of the
Legislature and the State Board of Education to report on their visits on the online repository
within seven days after the visit.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the State Board

of Education.
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