O© 00 9 & »n B~ WD -

NN NN N N N N /) o e s e e e e e e
N e N N N VS I S I BN B SN =) Y, B~ U T O e e

LEGISLATIVE GENERAL COUNSEL H.B. 403
¢, Approved for Filing: T.R. Vaughn &
¢ 02-17-1710:55 AM &

ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE ON PETITIONS
2017 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH

Chief Sponsor: Rebecca Chavez-Houck

Senate Sponsor:

LONG TITLE

General Description:

This bill allows a voter to sign certain petitions with an electronic signature.

Highlighted Provisions:
This bill:

» amends definitions;

» establishes provisions for an individual to sign a petition with an electronic

signature using the individual's driver license or identification card number if the
petition is to qualify a ballot proposition, organize and register a political party, or

qualify a candidate for the ballot;

» changes the form requirements in relation to a petition described in the preceding

paragraph;

» modifies provisions related to the verification and certification of petition

signatures;

» classifies as a private record that part of a petition that contains an individual's

driver license or identification card number; and

» makes technical and conforming changes.
Money Appropriated in this Bill:

None
Other Special Clauses:

None
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Utah Code Sections Affected:
AMENDS:

20A-1-306, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2016, Chapter 348

02-17-17 10:55 AM

20A-7-101, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2016, Chapters 53, 176, and 365

20A-7-203, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2014, Chapter 329
20A-7-204, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2011, Chapter 315
20A-7-205, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2011, Chapter 17
20A-7-206.3, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2011, Chapter 17
20A-7-207, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2011, Chapter 17
20A-7-213, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2013, Chapter 253
20A-7-303, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2014, Chapter 329
20A-7-304, as last amended by Laws of Utah 1995, Chapter 153
20A-7-305, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2011, Chapter 17
20A-7-306.3, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2011, Chapter 17
20A-7-307, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2011, Chapter 17
20A-7-312, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2013, Chapter 253
20A-7-503, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2014, Chapter 329
20A-7-504, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2016, Chapter 365
20A-7-505, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2012, Chapter 72
20A-7-506.3, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2011, Chapter 17
20A-7-507, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2011, Chapter 17
20A-7-512, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2013, Chapter 253
20A-7-603, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2016, Chapter 365
20A-7-604, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2016, Chapter 365
20A-7-605, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2012, Chapter 72
20A-7-606.3, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2011, Chapter 17
20A-7-607, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2014, Chapter 396
20A-7-612, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2001, Chapter 20

20A-7-613, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2016, Chapters 350, 365, and 367

20A-8-103, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2013, Chapter 253
20A-9-203, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2014, Chapter 38
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20A-9-404, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2013, Chapter 402
20A-9-405, as enacted by Laws of Utah 2014, Chapter 17

20A-9-502, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2013, Chapters 253 and 317
63G-2-202, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2016, Chapter 348
63G-2-301, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2014, Chapter 373
63G-2-302, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2016, Chapter 410

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 20A-1-306 is amended to read:
20A-1-306. Electronic signatures.

. o PP _an]
(1) An electronic signature may [not] be used to sign a petition to:

[(D] (a) qualify a ballot proposition for the ballot under Chapter 7, Issues Submitted to
the Voters;

[€2)] (b) organize and register a political party under Chapter 8, Political Party
Formation and Procedures; or

[(3)] (c) qualify a candidate for the ballot under Chapter 9, Candidate Qualifications
and Nominating Procedures.

(2) An electronic signature collected for a petition described in Subsection (1) is only

valid if the signature is in the form of an individual's driver license number or state-issued

1dentification card number.
Section 2. Section 20A-7-101 is amended to read:
20A-7-101. Definitions.

As used in this chapter:

(1) "Budget officer" means:

(a) for a county, the person designated as budget officer in Section 17-19a-203;

(b) for a city, the person designated as budget officer in Subsection 10-6-106(5);

(c) for a town, the town council; or

(d) for a metro township, the person described in Subsection (1)(a) for the county in

which the metro township is located.
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(2) "Certified" means that the county clerk has acknowledged a signature as being the
signature of a registered voter.

(3) "Circulation" means the process of submitting an initiative or referendum petition
to legal voters for their signature.

(4) "Eligible voter" means a legal voter who resides in the jurisdiction of the county,
city, or town that is holding an election on a ballot proposition.

(5) "Final fiscal impact statement" means a financial statement prepared after voters
approve an initiative that contains the information required by Subsection 20A-7-202.5(2) or
20A-7-502.5(2).

(6) "Initial fiscal impact estimate" means:

(a) a financial statement prepared under Section 20A-7-202.5 after the filing of an
application for an initiative petition; or

(b) a financial and legal statement prepared under Section 20A-7-502.5 or 20A-7-602.5
for an initiative or referendum petition.

(7) "Initiative" means a new law proposed for adoption by the public as provided in
this chapter.

(8) "Initiative packet" means a copy of the initiative petition, a copy of the proposed
law, and the signature sheets, all of which [have-beenbound] are provided together as a unit.

(9) "Legal signatures" means the number of signatures of legal voters that:

(a) meet the numerical requirements of this chapter; and

(b) have been certified and verified as provided in this chapter.

(10) "Legal voter" means a person who:

(a) is registered to vote; or

(b) becomes registered to vote before the county clerk certifies the signatures on an
initiative or referendum petition.

(11) "Local attorney" means the county attorney, city attorney, or town attorney in
whose jurisdiction a local initiative or referendum petition is circulated.

(12) "Local clerk" means the county clerk, city recorder, or town clerk in whose
jurisdiction a local initiative or referendum petition is circulated.

(13) (a) "Local law" includes:

(1) an ordinance;
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(i1) a resolution;

(i11) a master plan;

(iv) a comprehensive zoning regulation adopted by ordinance or resolution; or

(v) other legislative action of a local legislative body.

(b) "Local law" does not include an individual property zoning decision.

(14) "Local legislative body" means the legislative body of a county, city, town, or
metro township.

(15) "Local obligation law" means a local law passed by the local legislative body
regarding a bond that was approved by a majority of qualified voters in an election.

(16) "Local tax law" means a law, passed by a political subdivision with an annual or
biannual calendar fiscal year, that increases a tax or imposes a new tax.

(17) "Measure" means a proposed constitutional amendment, an initiative, or
referendum.

(18) "Referendum" means a process by which a law passed by the Legislature or by a
local legislative body is submitted or referred to the voters for their approval or rejection.

(19) "Referendum packet" means a copy of the referendum petition, a copy of the law
being submitted or referred to the voters for their approval or rejection, and the signature
sheets, all of which [havebeenbound] are provided together as a unit.

(20) (a) "Signature" means a holographic signature or an electronic signature.

[ Stgnature'-does not meananclectrontestgnature: |

(21) "Signature [sheets] sheet" means [sheets] a printed sheet or an electronic form in

the form required by this chapter that [are] is used to collect signatures in support of an
initiative or referendum.

(22) "Sponsors" means the legal voters who support the initiative or referendum and
who sign the application for petition copies.

(23) "Sufficient" means that the signatures submitted in support of an initiative or
referendum petition have been certified and verified as required by this chapter.

(24) "Verified" means acknowledged by the person circulating the petition as required
in Sections 20A-7-205 and 20A-7-305.

Section 3. Section 20A-7-203 is amended to read:

20A-7-203. Form of initiative petition and signature sheets.
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(1) (a) Each proposed initiative petition shall be [primted] created in substantially the
following form:

"INITIATIVE PETITION To the Honorable , Lieutenant Governor:

We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, respectfully demand that the following proposed
law be submitted to the legal voters/Legislature of Utah for their/its approval or rejection at the
regular general election/session to be held/ beginning on (month\day\year);

Each signer says:

I have personally signed this petition;

I am registered to vote in Utah or intend to become registered to vote in Utah before the
certification of the petition names by the county clerk; and

[My] [ have submitted my residence and post office address [are-written] correctly after

my name.

NOTICE TO SIGNERS:

Public hearings to discuss this petition were held at: (list dates and locations of public
hearings.)"

(b) The sponsors of an initiative shall attach a copy of the proposed law to each
initiative petition.

(2) [Each] A signature sheet used to collect holographic signatures shall:

(a) be printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide;

(b) be ruled with a horizontal line three-fourths inch from the top, with the space above
that line blank for the purpose of binding;

(c) contain the title of the initiative [printed] below the horizontal line;

(d) contain the initial fiscal impact estimate's summary statement issued under
Subsection 20A-7-202.5(2)(b) by the Governor's Office of Management and Budget [according
to-Subsection 20A=7-262-5(2)tb)], including any update [aceordingto] made under Subsection
20A-7-204.1(4), and the cost estimate issued under Subsection 20A-7-202.5(3) for printing and
distributing information related to the initiative petition [accordmgto-Subsection
20A=7-202-5(3 ), prmted-or-typed], in not less than 12-point, bold type, at the top of [each] the

signature sheet under the title of the initiative;
(e) contain the word "Warning" [printed-or-typed] at the top of [each] the signature

sheet under the initial fiscal impact estimate's summary statement;
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183 (f) contain, to the right of the word "Warning," the following statement [printed-or
184  typed] in not less than eight-point[;smgle=teaded] type:
185 "It is a class A misdemeanor for [amyene] an individual to sign [amy] an initiative

186  petition with [anyothermame-thamrhitsown| a name other than the individual's own name, or to

187  knowingly [to] sign [hts] the individual's name more than once for the same measure, or to sign

188  an initiative petition when [he] the individual knows [he] the individual is not a registered

189  voter and [knows-thathe] does not intend to become registered to vote before the certification
190  of the petition names by the county clerk."; and

191 (g) be vertically divided into columns as follows:

192 (1) the first column shall appear at the extreme left of the sheet, be five-eighths inch
193  wide, be headed with "For Office Use Only," and be subdivided with a light vertical line down
194  the middle with the left subdivision entitled "Registered" and the right subdivision left untitled;

195 (i1) the next column shall be 2-1/2 inches wide, headed "Registered Voter's Printed
196  Name (must be legible to be counted)";

197 (ii1) the next column shall be 2-1/2 inches wide, headed "Signature of Registered

198  Voter";

199 (iv) the next column shall be one inch wide, headed "Birth Date or Age (Optional)";
200 and

201 (v) the final column shall be 4-3/8 inches wide, headed "Street Address, City, Zip
202  Code™;

203 (h) spanning the sheet horizontally beneath each row on which a registered voter may

204  submit the information described in Subsection (2)(g), contain the following statement [printed
205  ortyped] in not less than eight-point[;smgle-teaded] type:

206 "By signing this petition, you are stating that you have read and understand the law

207  proposed by this petition."; and

208 (1) at the bottom of the sheet, contain the following statement: "Birth date or age

209 information is not required[;] but [it] may be used to verify your identity with voter registration

210  records. If you choose not to provide [1t] this information, your signature may not be verified

211  asavalid signature if you change your address before petition signatures are verified or if the
212 information you provide does not match your voter registration records."
213
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(3) A signature sheet used to collect electronic signatures shall be an electronic form

that contains:

(a) the title of the initiative at the top of the form;

(b) the initial fiscal impact estimate's summary statement issued under Subsection

20A-7-202.5(2)(b) by the Governor's Office of Management and Budget, including any update

made under Subsection 20A-7-204.1(4), and the cost estimate issued under Subsection

20A-7-202.5(3) for printing and distributing information related to the initiative petition, in not

less than 12-point, bold type, at the top of the form under the title of the initiative;

(c) the word "Warning" at the top of the form under the initial fiscal impact estimate's

summary statement;

(d) to the right of the word "Warning." the following statement in not less than

eight-point type:

"It is a class A misdemeanor for an individual to sign an initiative petition with a name,

driver license number, or state-issued identification card number, other than the individual's

own name, driver license number, or state-issued identification card number, or to knowingly

sign an initiative petition more than once for the same measure, or to sign an initiative petition

when the individual knows the individual is not a registered voter and does not intend to
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become registered to vote before the certification of the petition names by the county clerk.";

(e) a space titled "Registered Voter's Name";

(f) a space titled "Signature of Registered Voter" in which an individual who signs the

petition may submit the individual's driver license number or state-issued identification card

number as the individual's signature;

(2) immediately after the space described in Subsection (3)(f), the following statement,

in not less than eight-point type:

"Your electronic signature must be in the form of your current driver license number or

state-issued identification card number. Submitting any other information as your electronic

signature will result in the disqualification of your signature. By signing this petition, you are

stating that you have read and understand the law proposed by this petition.";

(h) a space titled "Birth Date or Age (Optional)" followed by the following statement:

"Birth date or age information is not required, but may be used to verify your identity

with voter registration records. If you choose not to provide this information, your signature

may not be verified as a valid signature if you change your address before petition signatures

are verified or if the information you provide does not match your voter registration records.";

(1) a space titled "Street Address";

(1) a space titled "City"; and
(k) a space titled "Zip Code."

(4) The forms prescribed in this section are not mandatory, and, if substantially
followed, the initiative petitions are sufficient, notwithstanding clerical and merely technical
errors.

Section 4. Section 20A-7-204 is amended to read:

20A-7-204. Circulation requirements -- Lieutenant governor to provide sponsors
with materials -- Form of initiative packet.

(1) [frorderto] To obtain the necessary number of signatures required by this part, the
sponsors shall circulate initiative packets that meet the form requirements of this part.

(2) The lieutenant governor shall furnish to the sponsors:

(a) a copy of the initiative petition[;with];

(b) a copy of the proposed law, including any change submitted under Subsection
20A-7-204.1(4); and
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276 [tb)] (c) one printed signature sheet.
277

278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285 (3) (a) Sponsors who collect holographic signatures shall:

286 (1) create each initiative packet by binding the following together at the top in a manner

287  that allows the packet to be conveniently opened for signing:

288 (A) a printed copy of the initiative petition[;];

289 (B) a printed copy of the proposed law[;]; and

290 (C) no more than 50 printed signature sheets [togetheratthetopmsuchaway thatthe
291  packetsmaybeconventently opened-for-stgnmmng:|;

292 (i1) arrange and pay for the printing of all additional copies of the petition and signature
293  sheets; and

294 (ii1) ensure that the copies of the petition and signature sheets meet the form

295  requirements described in this section.

296 [te)] (b) The sponsors [neednot] are not required to attach a uniform number of

297  signature sheets to each initiative packet.

298 [5€)] (c) (i) After the sponsors have prepared a sufficient number of initiative

299  packets, [they] the sponsors shall return [them] the initiative packets to the lieutenant governor.
300 [tb)] (i1) The lieutenant governor shall:

301 [(D] (A) number each [ofthe] initiative [packets] packet and return [them] the initiative

302 packet to the sponsors within five [workimng] business days after the day on which the lieutenant

303  governor receives the initiative packet; and

304 [t] (B) keep a record of the [mumbers] number assigned to each packet.
305 (4) (a) Sponsors who collect electronic signatures shall:
306 (1) create each initiative packet by creating an electronically accessible copy of:

-10 -
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(A) the initiative petition;

(B) the proposed law:; and

(C) a signature sheet; and

(11) ensure that an individual views the initiative petition and the proposed law that is

the subject of the initiative before the individual signs the signature sheet.

(b) Before delivering an initiative packet to a county clerk under Section 20A-7-206,

the sponsors of an initiative petition who collect electronic signatures shall:

(1) print completed signature sheets in substantially the same form as required under

Subsection 20A-7-203(2) for a signature sheet used to collect holographic signatures; and

(11) prepare one or more printed and completed initiative packets in substantially the

same form as required under Subsection (3)(a) for an initiative packet used to collect

holographic signatures.

Section 5. Section 20A-7-205 is amended to read:

20A-7-205. Obtaining signatures -- Verification statement -- Removal of
signature.

(1) A [Utah] voter may sign an initiative petition if the voter is a legal voter.

(2) (a) The sponsors of an initiative petition shall [enstre-thatthepersonrtmrwhose

(1) create a page containing the following printed verification statement:

"Verification
State of Utah, County of
1, , of , hereby state that:

] am a resident of Utah and am at least 18 years of age;

Each signature that appears in this packet was signed by an individual who professed to

be the individual whose name is associated with the signature;

I believe that each individual has submitted the individual's name, signed the petition,

and submitted the individual's post office address and residence correctly, and that each signer

1s registered to vote in Utah or intends to become registered to vote in Utah before the

certification of the petition names by the county clerk; and

I have not paid or given anything of value to any individual who signed this petition to

encourage that individual to sign it.

-11 -
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(Name) (Residence Address) (Date)";

(11) attach a verification statement to each initiative packet; and

(111) ensure that an individual who circulates an initiative packet for the petition:

[(D] (A) is at least 18 years [otd] of age and meets the residency requirements of
Section 20A-2-105; and

[(D] (B) verifies [eachstgnature-sheet]| the initiative packet by completing the
verification [primted-on-thetast pageof cach-mttratrvepacket] statement attached to the

1nitiative packet.

(b) A person may not sign the verification [primted-omrthetastpageof| statement

attached to the initiative packet if the person signed a signature sheet in the initiative packet.

(3) (a) A voter who has signed an initiative petition may have the voter's signature
removed from the petition by submitting to the county clerk a statement requesting that the
voter's signature be removed.

(b) The statement shall include:

(1) the name of the voter;

(i1) the resident address at which the voter is registered to vote;

(i11) the last four digits of the voter's social security number;

(iv) the driver license or identification card number; and

(v) the signature of the voter.

(c) A voter may not submit a statement by email or other electronic means.

(d) [rorderfor] For the signature to be removed, the statement must be received by
the county clerk before May 15.

(e) The county clerk shall deliver all statements received under this Subsection (3):

(1) with the initiative petition packets delivered to the lieutenant governor; or

(i1) 1in a supplemental delivery to the lieutenant governor for a statement submitted
after the county clerk delivered the initiative packets.

(f) A person may only remove a signature from an initiative petition in accordance with
this Subsection (3).

Section 6. Section 20A-7-206.3 is amended to read:

20A-7-206.3. Verification of petition signatures.

-12 -
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(1) (a) For the purposes of this section, "substantially similar name" means:

(1) the given name and surname shown on the petition, or both, contain only minor
spelling differences when compared to the given name and surname shown on the official
register;

(i1) the surname shown on the petition exactly matches the surname shown on the
official register, and the given names differ only because one of the given names shown is a
commonly used abbreviation or variation of the other;

(i11) the surname shown on the petition exactly matches the surname shown on the
official register, and the given names differ only because one of the given names shown is
accompanied by a first or middle initial or a middle name which is not shown on the other
record; or

(iv) the surname shown on the petition exactly matches the surname shown on the
official register, and the given names differ only because one of the given names shown is an
alphabetically corresponding initial that has been provided in the place of a given name shown
on the other record.

(b) For the purposes of this section, "substantially similar name" does not mean a name
having an initial or a middle name shown on the petition that does not match a different initial
or middle name shown on the official register.

(2) The county clerk shall use the following procedures in determining whether [ornot]
a signer is a registered voter:

(a) [When] The county clerk shall declare a signature valid if:

(1) a signer's name and address shown on the petition exactly match a name and address
shown on the official register; and

(i) (A) the signer's holographic signature appears substantially similar to the

holographic signature on the statewide voter registration database[;thecountycterkshatt
dectare-the-stgnatare-vatid:] for the signer; or

(B) the signer's electronic signature exactly matches the driver license number or

state-issued identification card number on the statewide voter registration database for the

signer.
(b) When there is no exact match of an address and a name, the county clerk shall

declare the signature valid if:

- 13-
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(1) the signer's address on the petition matches the address of a person on the official
register with a substantially similar name; and

(i1) (A) the signer's holographic signature appears substantially similar to the
holographic signature on the statewide voter registration database of the person described in
Subsection (2)(b)(i)[:]; or

(B) the signer's electronic signature exactly matches the driver license number or

state-issued identification card number, for the person described in Subsection (2)(b)(1), on the

statewide voter registration database.

(c) When there is no match of an address and a substantially similar name, the county
clerk shall declare the signature valid if:

(1) the signer's birth date or age on the petition matches the birth date or age of a person
on the official register with a substantially similar name; and

(i1) (A) the signer's holographic signature appears substantially similar to the
holographic signature on the statewide voter registration database of the person described in
Subsection (2)(c)(1)[z]; or

(B) the signer's electronic signature exactly matches the driver license number or

state-issued identification card number, for the person described in Subsection (2)(c¢)(1), on the

statewide voter registration database.

(d) If a signature is not declared valid under Subsection (2)(a), (2)(b), or (2)(c), the
county clerk shall declare the signature [to-be] invalid.

Section 7. Section 20A-7-207 is amended to read:

20A-7-207. Evaluation by the lieutenant governor.

(1) [Wheneach] After receiving an initiative packet [tsteeetved] containing
holographic signatures from a county clerk, the lieutenant governor shall [eheckoff fronrthe]
record the number [ofeach-mitratrvepacket-fited] assigned under Subsection

20A-7-204(3)(c)(i1) to the initiative packet, including an indication that the lieutenant governor

received the initiative packet.

(2) (a) After all of the initiative packets have been received by the lieutenant governor
and the lieutenant governor has removed the signatures as required by Section 20A-7-206, the
lieutenant governor shall:

(1) count the number of the names certified by the county clerks that remain on each
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verified signature sheet; and

(i1) declare the petition to be sufficient or insufficient by June 1 before the regular
general election described in Subsection 20A-7-201(2)(b).

(b) If the total number of names counted under Subsection (2)(a)(i) equals or exceeds
the number of names required by Section 20A-7-201 and the requirements of this part are met,
the lieutenant governor shall mark upon the front of the petition the word "sufficient."

(c) If the total number of names counted under Subsection (2)(a)(i) does not equal or
exceed the number of names required by Section 20A-7-201 or a requirement of this part is not
met, the lieutenant governor shall mark upon the front of the petition the word "insufficient."

(d) The lieutenant governor shall immediately notify any one of the sponsors of the
lieutenant governor's finding.

(3) Once a petition is declared insufficient, the sponsors may not submit additional
signatures to qualify the petition for the ballot.

(4) (a) If the lieutenant governor refuses to accept and file any initiative petition that a
sponsor believes is legally sufficient, any voter may, by June 15, apply to the supreme court for
an extraordinary writ to compel the lieutenant governor to do so.

(b) The supreme court shall:

(1) determine whether or not the initiative petition is legally sufficient; and

(i1) certify its findings to the lieutenant governor.

(c) If the supreme court certifies that the initiative petition is legally sufficient, the
lieutenant governor shall file it, with a verified copy of the judgment attached to it, as of the
date on which it was originally offered for filing in the lieutenant governor's office.

(d) If the supreme court determines that any petition filed is not legally sufficient, the
supreme court may enjoin the lieutenant governor and all other officers from certifying or
printing the ballot title and numbers of that measure on the official ballot.

(5) A petition determined to be sufficient in accordance with this section is qualified
for the ballot.

Section 8. Section 20A-7-213 is amended to read:

20A-7-213. Misconduct of electors and officers -- Penalty.

(1) It is unlawful for [anyperson] an individual to:

(a) sign [any] an initiative petition with:
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(1) a name other than the [person'sowntoany mittative petitron;] individual's own

name,; or

(i1) a driver license number or state-issued identification card number other than the

individual's own driver license number or state-issued identification card number;
(b) knowingly sign [thepersen'same] an initiative petition more than once for the

same measure at one election;

(c) sign an initiative petition knowing the [person] individual is not a legal voter; or

(d) knowingly and willfully violate any provision of this part.

(2) It is unlawful for [anyperson] an individual to sign the verification statement for an
initiative packet knowing that:

(a) the [person] individual does not meet the residency requirements of Section
20A-2-105; or

(b) an individual whose signature appears in the initiative packet [tsetther]:

(1) is not registered to vote [Ytah;or]; and
(i1) does not intend to become registered to vote [1mYtah] before the certification of the

petition names by the county clerk.

(3) It is unlawful for [any] a person to:

(a) pay a person to sign an initiative petition;

(b) pay a person to remove the person's signature from an initiative petition;

(c) accept payment to sign an initiative petition; or

(d) accept payment to have the person's name removed from an initiative petition.

(4) [Amy] A person violating this section is guilty of a class A misdemeanor.

Section 9. Section 20A-7-303 is amended to read:

20A-7-303. Form of referendum petition and signature sheets.

(1) (a) Each proposed referendum petition shall be [prmted]| created in substantially the
following form:

"REFERENDUM PETITION To the Honorable  , Lieutenant Governor:

We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, respectfully order that Senate (or House) Bill No.
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___, entitled (title of act, and, if the petition is against less than the whole act, set forth here
the part or parts on which the referendum is sought), passed by the ~ Session of the
Legislature of the state of Utah, be referred to the people of Utah for their approval or rejection
at a regular general election or a statewide special election;

Each signer says:

I have personally signed this petition;

I am registered to vote in Utah or intend to become registered to vote in Utah before the
certification of the petition names by the county clerk; and

[My] [ have submitted my residence and post office address [are-written] correctly after

my name."
(b) The sponsors of a referendum shall attach a copy of the law that is the subject of the
referendum to each referendum petition.

(2) [Each] A signature sheet used to collect holographic signatures shall:

(a) be printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide;

(b) be ruled with a horizontal line three-fourths inch from the top, with the space above
that line blank for the purpose of binding;

(c) contain the title of the referendum printed below the horizontal line;

(d) contain the word "Warning" [prmted-or-typed] at the top of [each] the signature
sheet under the title of the referendum;

(e) contain, to the right of the word "Warning," the following statement [primted-or
typed] in not less than eight-point[;single=teaded] type:

"It is a class A misdemeanor for [anyone] an individual to sign [any] a referendum

petition with [anyothermame-thanhtsown] a name other than the individual's own name, or to
knowingly [to] sign [hts] the individual's name more than once for the same measure, or to sign

a referendum petition when [he] the individual knows [he] the individual is not a registered
voter and [knows-thathe] does not intend to become registered to vote before the certification
of the petition names by the county clerk.";

(f) contain horizontally ruled lines, three-eighths inch apart under the "Warning"
statement required by this section; and

(g) be vertically divided into columns as follows:

(1) the first column shall appear at the extreme left of the sheet, be five-eighths inch
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524  wide, be headed with "For Office Use Only," and be subdivided with a light vertical line down
525  the middle;

526 (i1) the next column shall be 2-1/2 inches wide, headed "Registered Voter's Printed
527  Name (must be legible to be counted)";

528 (ii1) the next column shall be 2-1/2 inches wide, headed "Signature of Registered

529  Voter";

530 (iv) the next column shall be one inch wide, headed "Birth Date or Age (Optional)";
531 and

532 (v) the final column shall be 4-3/8 inches wide, headed "Street Address, City, Zip
533  Code";

534 (h) spanning the sheet horizontally beneath each row on which a registered voter may

535  submit the information described in Subsection (2)(g), contain the following statement [prmted
536  ortyped] in not less than eight-point[;singteteaded] type:

537 "By signing this petition, you are stating that you have read and understand the law this
538  petition seeks to overturn."; and

539 (1) at the bottom of the sheet, contain the following statement: "Birth date or age

540  information is not required[;] but [tt] may be used to verify your identity with voter registration

541  records. If you choose not to provide [1t] this information, your signature may not be verified

542  as avalid signature if you change your address before petition signatures are verified or if the

543  information you provide does not match your voter registration records."

544 [
545 typed-statement:]

546 |“Verification]

547 [State-of Btah-Cotnty-of——]

548 [ —of —hereby-state-that:]
549

550

551

552

553

554
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(3) A signature sheet used to collect electronic signatures shall be an electronic form

that contains:

(a) the title of the referendum at the top of the form;

(b) the word "Warning" at the top of the form under the title of the referendum;

(c) to the right of the word "Warning," the following statement in not less than

eight-point type:

"It is a class A misdemeanor for an individual to sign a referendum petition with a

name, driver license number, or state-issued identification card number, other than the

individual's own name, driver license number, or state-issued identification card number, or to

knowingly sign a referendum petition more than once for the same measure, or to sign a

referendum petition when the individual knows the individual is not a registered voter and does

not intend to become registered to vote before the certification of the petition names by the

county clerk.";
(d) a space titled "Registered Voter's Name";

(e) a space titled "Signature of Registered Voter" in which an individual who signs the

petition may submit the individual's driver license number or state-issued identification card

number as the individual's signature;

(f) immediately after the space described in Subsection (3)(e), the following statement

in not less than eight-point type:

"Your electronic signature must be in the form of your current driver license number or

state-issued identification card number. Submitting any other information as your electronic

signature will result in the disqualification of your signature. By signing this petition, you are

stating that you have read and understand the law this petition seeks to overturn.";

(2) a space titled "Birth Date or Age (Optional)" followed by the following statement:

"Birth date or age information is not required, but may be used to verify your identity

with voter registration records. If you choose not to provide this information, your signature

may not be verified as a valid signature if you change your address before petition signatures

are verified or if the information you provide does not match your voter registration records.";

(h) a space titled "Street Address";
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(1) a space titled "City"; and

(1) a space titled "Zip Code."

(4) The forms prescribed in this section are not mandatory, and, if substantially
followed, the referendum petitions are sufficient, notwithstanding clerical and merely technical
errors.

Section 10. Section 20A-7-304 is amended to read:

20A-7-304. Circulation requirements -- Lieutenant governor to provide sponsors
with materials -- Form of referendum packet.

(1) [rorderto] To obtain the necessary number of signatures required by this part, the
sponsors shall circulate referendum packets that meet the form requirements of this part.

(2) The lieutenant governor shall furnish to the sponsors:

(a) [a] one copy of the referendum petition; and

(b) [a] one printed signature sheet.

[(b)—The-sponsorsshatt-create-those packets by bmdmng]

(3) (a) Sponsors who collect holographic signatures shall:

(1) create each referendum packet by binding the following together at the top in a

manner that allows the packet to be conveniently opened for signing:

(A) a printed copy of the referendum petition[;];
(B) a printed copy of the law that is the subject of the referendum[;]; and
(C) no more than 50 printed signature sheets [together-at-thetop-msuch-away that the

(11) arrange and pay for the printing of all additional copies of the petition and signature

y UP Ul U S

sheets; and

(111) ensure that the copies of the petition and signature sheets meet the form
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requirements described in this section.

[te)] (b) The sponsors [neednot] are not required to attach a uniform number of

signature sheets to each referendum packet.
[5ta)] (c) (1) After the sponsors have prepared a sufficient number of referendum
packets, [they] the sponsors shall return [them] the referendum packets to the lieutenant

governor.
[tb)] (i1) The lieutenant governor shall:
[(D] (A) number each [ofthe] referendum [packets] packet and return [them] the
referendum packet to the sponsors within five [workimg] business days after the day on which

the lieutenant governor receives the referendum packet; and
[t] (B) keep a record of the [mumbers] number assigned to each packet.

(4) (a) Sponsors who collect electronic signatures shall:

(1) create each referendum packet by creating an electronically accessible copy of:

(A) the referendum petition;

(B) the law that is the subject of the referendum; and

(C) a signature sheet; and

(i1) ensure that an individual views the referendum petition and the law that is the

subject of the referendum before the individual signs the signature sheet.

(b) Before delivering a referendum packet to a county clerk under Section 20A-7-306,

the sponsors of a referendum petition who collect electronic signatures shall:

(1) print completed signature sheets in substantially the same form required under

Subsection 20A-7-303(2) for a signature sheet used to collect holographic signatures; and

(i1) prepare one or more printed and completed referendum packets in substantially the

same form required under Subsection (3)(a) for a referendum packet used to collect

holographic signatures.

Section 11. Section 20A-7-305 is amended to read:

20A-7-305. Obtaining signatures -- Verification statement -- Removal of
signature.

(1) A [Btah] voter may sign a referendum petition if the voter is a legal voter.

(2) (a) The sponsors of a referendum petition shall [ensure-thatthepersomrmwhose
presencecachstgnaturesheet-was-stgned]:
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(1) create a page containing the following verification statement:

"Verification
State of Utah, County of
1, ,of , hereby state that:

I am a resident of Utah and am at least 18 years of age;

Each signature that appears in this packet was signed by an individual who professed to

be the individual whose name is associated with the signature;

I believe that each individual has submitted the individual's name, signed the petition,

and submitted the individual's post office address and residence correctly, and that each signer

1s registered to vote in Utah or intends to become registered to vote in Utah before the

certification of the petition names by the county clerk; and

I have not paid or given anything of value to any individual who signed this petition to

encourage that individual to sign it.

(Name) (Residence Address) (Date)";

(11) attach a verification statement to each referendum packet; and

(ii1) ensure that an individual who circulates a referendum packet:

[(D] (A) is at least 18 years [old] of age and meets the residency requirements of
Section 20A-2-105; and
[(D] (B) verifies [eachstgmaturesheet] the referendum packet by completing the

verification [printed-onthetastpageofeach] statement attached to the referendum packet.
(b) A person may not sign the verification [printed-omrthetastpageof| statement

attached to the referendum packet if the person signed a signature sheet in the referendum

packet.

(3) (a) () A voter who has signed a referendum petition may have the voter's signature
removed from the petition by submitting to the county clerk a statement requesting that the
voter's signature be removed.

(b) The statement shall include:

(1) the name of the voter;

(i1) the resident address at which the voter is registered to vote;

(ii1) the last four digits of the voter's social security number;
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(iv) the driver license or identification card number; and

(v) the signature of the voter.

(c) A voter may not submit a statement by email or other electronic means.

(d) [rorderfor] For the signature to be removed, the statement must be received by
the county clerk before the day which is 55 days after the end of the legislative session at which
the law passed.

(e) The county clerk shall deliver all statements received under this Subsection (3):

(1) with the referendum petition packets to the lieutenant governor; or

(i1) in a supplemental delivery to the lieutenant governor for a statement submitted
after the county clerk delivered the referendum petition packets.

(f) A person may only remove a signature from a referendum petition in accordance
with this Subsection (3).

Section 12. Section 20A-7-306.3 is amended to read:

20A-7-306.3. Verification of petition signatures.

(1) (a) For the purposes of this section, "substantially similar name" means:

(i) the given name and surname shown on the petition, or both, contain only minor
spelling differences when compared to the given name and surname shown on the official
register;

(i1) the surname shown on the petition exactly matches the surname shown on the
official register, and the given names differ only because one of the given names shown is a
commonly used abbreviation or variation of the other;

(ii1) the surname shown on the petition exactly matches the surname shown on the
official register, and the given names differ only because one of the given names shown is
accompanied by a first or middle initial or a middle name which is not shown on the other
record; or

(iv) the surname shown on the petition exactly matches the surname shown on the
official register, and the given names differ only because one of the given names shown is an
alphabetically corresponding initial that has been provided in the place of a given name shown
on the other record.

(b) For the purposes of this section, "substantially similar name" does not mean a name

having an initial or a middle name shown on the petition that does not match a different initial
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or middle name shown on the official register.
(2) The county clerk shall use the following procedures in determining whether [ornot]
a signer is a registered voter:

(a) [When] The county clerk shall declare a signature valid if:

(1) asigner's name and address shown on the petition exactly match a name and address
shown on the official register; and

(i1) (A) the signer's holographic signature appears substantially similar to the
holographic signature on the statewide voter registration database[;thecountyclerkshatt
dectare-the-stgnature-vatid:| for the signer; or

(B) the signer's electronic signature exactly matches the driver license number or

state-issued identification card number on the statewide voter registration database for the

signer.
(b) When there is no exact match of an address and a name, the county clerk shall

declare the signature valid if:

(1) the signer's address on the petition matches the address of a person on the official
register with a substantially similar name; and

(i1) (A) the signer's holographic signature appears substantially similar to the
holographic signature on the statewide voter registration database of the person described in
Subsection (2)(b)(i)[:]; or

(B) the signer's electronic signature exactly matches the driver license number or

state-issued identification card number, for the person described in Subsection (2)(b)(1), on the

statewide voter registration database.

(c) When there is no match of an address and a substantially similar name, the county
clerk shall declare the signature valid if:

(1) the signer's birth date or age on the petition matches the birth date or age of a person
on the official register with a substantially similar name; and

(i1) (A) the signer's holographic signature appears substantially similar to the
holographic signature on the statewide voter registration database of the person described in
Subsection (2)(c)(1)[z]; or

(B) the signer's electronic signature exactly matches the driver license number or

state-issued identification card number, for the person described in Subsection (2)(c¢)(1), on the
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statewide voter registration database.

(d) If a signature is not declared valid under Subsection (2)(a), (b), or (¢), the county
clerk shall declare the signature to be invalid.

Section 13. Section 20A-7-307 is amended to read:

20A-7-307. Evaluation by the lieutenant governor.

(1) [Wheneach] After receiving a referendum packet [tsreeerved] containing
holographic signatures from a county clerk, the lieutenant governor shall [eheckofffrom-the]
record the number [ofeachreferendumpacket-fited] assigned under Subsection

20A-7-304(3)(c)(i1) to the referendum packet, including an indication that the lieutenant

oovernor received the initiative packet.

(2) (a) After all of the referendum packets have been received by the lieutenant
governor and the lieutenant governor has removed the signatures as required by Section
20A-7-306, the lieutenant governor shall:

(1) count the number of the names certified by the county clerks that remain on each
verified signature sheet; and

(i1) declare the petition to be sufficient or insufficient no later than 60 days after the
end of the legislative session at which the law passed.

(b) If the total number of names counted under Subsection (2)(a)(i) equals or exceeds
the number of names required by Section 20A-7-301 and the requirements of this part are met,
the lieutenant governor shall mark upon the front of the petition the word "sufficient."

(c) If the total number of names counted under Subsection (2)(a)(i) does not equal or
exceed the number of names required by Section 20A-7-301 or a requirement of this part is not
met, the lieutenant governor shall mark upon the front of the petition the word "insufficient."

(d) The lieutenant governor shall immediately notify any one of the sponsors of the
lieutenant governor's finding.

(3) (a) If the lieutenant governor refuses to accept and file any referendum petition, any
voter may apply to the supreme court for an extraordinary writ to compel the lieutenant
governor to do so within 10 days after the refusal.

(b) If the supreme court determines that the referendum petition is legally sufficient,
the lieutenant governor shall file it, with a verified copy of the judgment attached to it, as of the

date on which it was originally offered for filing in the lieutenant governor's office.
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(c) If the supreme court determines that any petition filed is not legally sufficient, the
supreme court may enjoin the lieutenant governor and all other officers from certifying or
printing the ballot title and numbers of that measure on the official ballot.

(4) A petition determined to be sufficient in accordance with this section is qualified
for the ballot.

Section 14. Section 20A-7-312 is amended to read:

20A-7-312. Misconduct of electors and officers -- Penalty.

(1) It is unlawful for [anyperson] an individual to:

(a) sign [any] a referendum petition with:

(1) a name other than the [person'sowntoany referendumpetitron;] individual's own

name,; or

(i1) a driver license number or state-issued identification card number other than the

individual's own driver license number or state-issued identification card number;
(b) knowingly sign [thepersen'same] a referendum petition more than once for the

same measure at one election;

(c) sign a referendum petition knowing the [person] individual is not a legal voter; or

(d) knowingly and willfully violate any provision of this part.

(2) It is unlawful for [amyperson] an individual to sign the verification statement for a
referendum packet knowing that:

(a) the [person] individual does not meet the residency requirements of Section
20A-2-105; or

(b) an individual whose signature appears in the referendum packet [ts—etther]:

(1) is not registered to vote [Ytah;or]; and
(i1) does not intend to become registered to vote [1mYtah] before the certification of the

petition names by the county clerk.

(3) [Any] A person violating this section is guilty of a class A misdemeanor.
Section 15. Section 20A-7-503 is amended to read:

20A-7-503. Form of initiative petitions and signature sheets.
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(1) (a) Each proposed initiative petition shall be [primted] created in substantially the
following form:

"INITIATIVE PETITION To the Honorable  , County Clerk/City Recorder/Town
Clerk:

We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, respectfully demand that the following proposed
law be submitted to: the legislative body for its approval or rejection at its next meeting; and
the legal voters of the county/city/town, if the legislative body rejects the proposed law or takes
no action on it.

Each signer says:

I have personally signed this petition;

I am registered to vote in Utah or intend to become registered to vote in Utah before the
certification of the petition names by the county clerk; and

[My] [ have submitted my residence and post office address [are-written] correctly after

my name."
(b) The sponsors of an initiative shall attach a copy of the proposed law to each
initiative petition.

(2) [Each] A signature sheet used to collect holographic signatures shall:

(a) be printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide;

(b) be ruled with a horizontal line three-fourths inch from the top, with the space above
that line blank for the purpose of binding;

(c) contain the title of the initiative [printed]| below the horizontal line;

(d) contain the initial fiscal impact estimate's summary statement issued under
Subsection 20A-7-502.5(2)(b) by the budget officer [accordingto-Subsectron
20A=7=502-5(2)tb)] and the cost estimate issued under Subsection 20A-7-502.5(3) for printing
and distributing information related to the initiative petition [aceordingto-Subsectron
20A=7=502-5(3)prmted-ortyped], in not less than 12-point, bold type, at the top of each
signature sheet under the title of the initiative;

(e) contain the word "Warning" [printed-or-typed] at the top of [each] the signature
sheet under the initial fiscal impact estimate's summary statement;

(f) contain, to the right of the word "Warning," the following statement [prmted-or
typed] in not less than eight-point[;simgle=teaded] type:
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834 "It is a class A misdemeanor for [anyone] an individual to sign [any] an initiative
835  petition with [anyothername-thanhtsown] a name other than the individual's own name, or to

836  knowingly [to] sign [his] the individual's name more than once for the same measure, or to sign

837  an initiative petition when [he] the individual knows [he] the individual is not a registered
838  voter and [knows-thatte] does not intend to become registered to vote before the certification

839  of the petition names by the county clerk.";

840 (g) contain horizontally ruled lines three-eighths inch apart under the "Warning"
841  statement required by this section;

842 (h) be vertically divided into columns as follows:

843 (1) the first column shall appear at the extreme left of the sheet, be five-eighths inch

844  wide, be headed with "For Office Use Only", and be subdivided with a light vertical line down
845  the middle with the left subdivision entitled "Registered" and the right subdivision left untitled;

846 (i1) the next column shall be 2-1/2 inches wide, headed "Registered Voter's Printed
847  Name (must be legible to be counted)";

848 (ii1) the next column shall be 2-1/2 inches wide, headed "Signature of Registered
849  Voter";

850 (iv) the next column shall be one inch wide, headed "Birth Date or Age (Optional)";
851 and

852 (v) the final column shall be 4-3/8 inches wide, headed "Street Address, City, Zip
853  Code";

854 (1) spanning the sheet horizontally beneath each row on which a registered voter may

855  submit the information described in Subsection (2)(h), contain the following statement [prmted
856  ortyped] in not less than eight-point[;simgle=teaded] type:

857 "By signing this petition, you are stating that you have read and understand the law

858  proposed by this petition."; and

859 (j) at the bottom of the sheet, contain the following statement: "Birth date or age

860  information is not required[;] but [1t] may be used to verify your identity with voter registration

861  records. If you choose not to provide [1t] this information, your signature may not be verified

862  as a valid signature if you change your address before petition signatures are verified or if the
863  information you provide does not match your voter registration records."
864
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[State-of Btah, County-of —]
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(3) A signature sheet used to collect electronic signatures shall be an electronic form

that contains:

(a) the title of the initiative at the top of the form;

(b) the initial fiscal impact estimate's summary statement issued under Subsection

20A-7-502.5(2)(b) by the budget officer and the cost estimate issued under Subsection

20A-7-502.5(3) for printing and distributing information related to the initiative petition, in not

less than 12-point, bold type, at the top of the form under the title of the initiative;

(¢) the word "Warning" at the top of the form under the initial fiscal impact estimate's

summary statement;

(d) to the right of the word "Warning," the following statement in not less than

eight-point type:

"It is a class A misdemeanor for an individual to sign an initiative petition with a name,

driver license number, or state-issued identification card number, other than the individual's

own name, driver license number, or state-issued identification card number, or to knowingly

sign an initiative petition more than once for the same measure, or to sign an initiative petition

when the individual knows the individual is not a registered voter and does not intend to

become registered to vote before the certification of the petition names by the county clerk.";

(e) a space titled "Registered Voter's Name";

(f) a space titled "Signature of Registered Voter" in which an individual who signs the
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896  petition may submit the individual's driver license number or state-issued identification card

897  number as the individual's signature;

898 (2) immediately after the space described in Subsection (3)(f), the following statement,

899  in not less than eight-point type:

900 "Your electronic signature must be in the form of your current driver license number or

901  state-issued identification card number. Submitting any other information as your electronic

902  signature will result in the disqualification of your signature. By signing this petition, you are

903  stating that you have read and understand the law proposed by this petition.";
904 (h) a space titled "Birth Date or Age (Optional)" followed by the following statement:

905 "Birth date or age information is not required, but may be used to verify your identity

906  with voter registration records. If you choose not to provide this information, your signature

907 may not be verified as a valid signature if you change your address before petition signatures

908 are verified or if the information you provide does not match your voter registration records.";

909 (1) a space titled "Street Address";

910 (1) a space titled "City"; and

911 (k) a space titled "Zip Code."

912 (4) The forms prescribed in this section are not mandatory, and, if substantially

913  followed, the initiative petitions are sufficient, notwithstanding clerical and merely technical
914  errors.

915 Section 16. Section 20A-7-504 is amended to read:

916 20A-7-504. Circulation requirements -- Local clerk to provide sponsors with

917  materials -- Form of initiative packet.

918 (1) [rorderto] To obtain the necessary number of signatures required by this part, the
919  sponsors shall circulate initiative packets that meet the form requirements of this part.

920 (2) Within five days after the day on which a local clerk receives an application that
921  complies with the requirements of Section 20A-7-502, the local clerk shall furnish to the

922  sponsors:

923 (a) one copy of the initiative petition; and
924 (b) one printed signature sheet.

925 [(3)—Thesponsorsof thepetitronshalt:]
926 [(a—arrangeandpay forthe printmgof=
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927  stgnaturesheets;and]

93 (b bt s oftl . rei ] hef
929 i i TotT: |

930 [tz - SPOTISOTS

931  mttrattvepackets:]

932 [tb)y—Thesponsorsshaltcreate those packets by bmdmg]

933 (3) (a) Sponsors who collect holographic signatures shall:

934 (1) create each initiative packet by binding the following together at the top in a manner

935 that allows the packet to be conveniently opened for signing:

936 (A) a printed copy of the initiative petition[;];

937 (B) a printed copy of the proposed law[;]; and

938 (C) no more than 50 printed signature sheets [together-at-thetop-msuch-away thatthe
940 (11) arrange and pay for the printing of all additional copies of the petition and signature

941 sheets; and

942 (111) ensure that the copies of the petition and signature sheets meet the form

943  requirements described in this section.

944 [te)] (b) The sponsors need not attach a uniform number of signature sheets to each
945  initiative packet.

946 [5ta)] (c) (1) After the sponsors have prepared a sufficient number of initiative
947  packets, [they] the sponsors shall return [them] the initiative packets to the local clerk.

948 [(b)] (i1) The local clerk shall:

949 [(D] (A) number each [ofthe-mitratrvepackets] initiative packet and return [them] the
950 initiative packet to the sponsors within five [workimg-days] business days after the day on

951  which the local clerk receives the initiative packet; and

952 [tD] (B) keep a record of the [mambers] number assigned to each packet.

953 (4) (a) Sponsors who collect electronic signatures shall:

954 (1) create each initiative packet by creating an electronically accessible copy of:
955 (A) the initiative petition;

956 (B) the proposed law; and

957 (C) a signature sheet; and
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958 (i1) ensure that an individual views the initiative petition and the proposed law that is

959  the subject of the initiative before the individual signs the signature sheet.

960 (b) Before delivering an initiative packet to a county clerk under Section 20A-7-506,

961 the sponsors of an initiative petition who collect electronic signatures shall:

962 (1) print completed signature sheets in substantially the same form as required under

963  Subsection 20A-7-503(2) for a signature sheet used to collect holographic signatures; and

964 (11) prepare one or more printed and completed initiative packets in substantially the

965 same form as required under Subsection (3)(a) for an initiative packet used to collect

966  holographic signatures.

967 Section 17. Section 20A-7-505 is amended to read:

968 20A-7-505. Obtaining signatures -- Verification statement -- Removal of

969  signature.

970 (1) [AnyBtah] A voter may sign a local initiative petition if the voter is a legal voter
971  and resides in the local jurisdiction.

972 (2) (a) The sponsors of a local initiative petition shall [ensture-thatthepersonmrwhose
973 esencecachstenataresheetwasstened]:

974 (1) create a page containing the following verification statement:

975 "Verification

976 State of Utah, County of

977 1, , of , hereby state that:

978 ] am a resident of Utah and am at least 18 years of age;

979 Each signature that appears in this packet was signed by an individual who professed to

980  be the individual whose name is associated with the signature;

981 I believe that each individual has submitted the individual's name, signed the petition,

982  and submitted the individual's post office address and residence correctly, and that each signer

983  is registered to vote in Utah or intends to become registered to vote in Utah before the

984  certification of the petition names by the county clerk; and

985 I have not paid or given anything of value to any individual who signed this petition to

986  encourage that individual to sign it.
987
988 (Name) (Residence Address) (Date)";
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(11) attach a verification statement to each initiative packet; and

(111) ensure that an individual who circulates an initiative packet:

[(D] (A) is at least 18 years [otd] of age and meets the residency requirements of
Section 20A-2-105; and

[(D] (B) verifies [eachstgnature-sheet]| the initiative packet by completing the
verification [primted-on-thetast pageof cach-mttratrvepacket] statement attached to the

1nitiative packet.

(b) A person may not sign the verification [printed-omrthetastpageof] statement

attached to the initiative packet if the person signed a signature sheet in the initiative packet.

(3) (a) (1) [Amy] A voter who has signed an initiative petition may have the voter's
signature removed from the petition by submitting to the county clerk a notarized statement [to
thateffectto-thetocalclerk] requesting that the voter's signature be removed.

(i1) [Hrorder-for] For the signature to be removed, the statement must be received by

the [toeal] county clerk before [he-detrvers-thepetittonto-thecountycterkto-be—certifred] May
15.

(b) Upon receipt of the statement, the [toeat] county clerk shall remove the signature of
the person submitting the statement from the initiative petition.

(c) [Noonemayremovestgnatures| A signature may not be removed from an initiative
petition after the petition is submitted to the county clerk to be certified.

Section 18. Section 20A-7-506.3 is amended to read:

20A-7-506.3. Verification of petition signatures.

(1) (a) For the purposes of this section, "substantially similar name" means:

(1) the given name and surname shown on the petition, or both, contain only minor
spelling differences when compared to the given name and surname shown on the official
register;

(i1) the surname shown on the petition exactly matches the surname shown on the
official register, and the given names differ only because one of the given names shown is a
commonly used abbreviation or variation of the other;

(i11) the surname shown on the petition exactly matches the surname shown on the
official register, and the given names differ only because one of the given names shown is

accompanied by a first or middle initial or a middle name which is not shown on the other
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record; or

(iv) the surname shown on the petition exactly matches the surname shown on the
official register, and the given names differ only because one of the given names shown is an
alphabetically corresponding initial that has been provided in the place of a given name shown
on the other record.

(b) For the purposes of this section, "substantially similar name" does not mean a name
having an initial or a middle name shown on the petition that does not match a different initial
or middle name shown on the official register.

(2) The county clerk shall use the following procedures in determining whether [ornot]
a signer is a registered voter:

(a) [When] the county clerk shall declare a signature valid if:

(1) a signer's name and address shown on the petition exactly match a name and address
shown on the official register; and

(i) (A) the signer's holographic signature appears substantially similar to the
holographic signature for the signer on the statewide voter registration database[;the-county
clerk-shatt-dectare-thestgnatare-vatid:|; or

(B) the signer's electronic signature exactly matches the driver license number or

state-issued identification card number for the signer on the statewide voter registration

database;

(b) [When] when there is no exact match of an address and a name, the county clerk
shall declare the signature valid if:

(1) the signer's address on the petition matches the address of a person on the official
register with a substantially similar name; and

(i1) (A) the signer's holographic signature appears substantially similar to the
holographic signature on the statewide voter registration database of the person described in
Subsection (2)(b)(1)[:]; or

(B) the signer's electronic signature exactly matches the driver license number or

state-issued identification card number, for the person described in Subsection (2)(b)(1), on the

statewide voter registration database;

(c) [When] when there is no match of an address and a substantially similar name, the

county clerk shall declare the signature valid if:
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1051 (1) the signer's birth date or age on the petition matches the birth date or age of a person
1052  on the official register with a substantially similar name; and

1053 (i1) (A) the signer's holographic signature appears substantially similar to the

1054  holographic signature on the statewide voter registration database of the person described in
1055  Subsection (2)(c)(i)[:]; or

1056 (B) the signer's electronic signature exactly matches the driver license number or

1057  state-issued identification card number, for the person described in Subsection (2)(c)(i), on the

1058  statewide voter registration database; and

1059 (d) [H] if a signature is not declared valid under Subsection (2)(a), (2)(b), or (2)(c), the
1060  county clerk shall declare the signature to be invalid.

1061 Section 19. Section 20A-7-507 is amended to read:

1062 20A-7-507. Evaluation by the local clerk.

1063 (1) [Wheneach] After receiving an initiative packet [tsteeetved] containing

1064  holographic signatures from a county clerk, the local clerk shall [eheckofffromthetocat
1065  eterk's] record the number [ofeach-mttratrvepacket-fited] assigned under Subsection 20A-7-
1066  504(3)(c)(i1) to the initiative packet, including an indication that the local clerk received the

1067 1nitiative packet.

1068 (2) (a) After all of the initiative packets have been received by the local clerk, the local
1069  clerk shall count the number of the names certified by the county clerk that appear on each
1070  verified signature sheet.

1071 (b) If the total number of certified names from each verified signature sheet equals or
1072 exceeds the number of names required by Section 20A-7-501 and the requirements of this part
1073  are met, the local clerk shall mark upon the front of the petition the word "sufficient."

1074 (c) If the total number of certified names from each verified signature sheet does not
1075  equal or exceed the number of names required by Section 20A-7-501 or a requirement of this

1076  part is not met, the local clerk shall mark upon the front of the petition the word "insufficient."

1077 (d) The local clerk shall immediately notify any one of the sponsors of the local clerk's
1078  finding.
1079 (3) If the local clerk finds the total number of certified signatures from each verified

1080  signature sheet to be insufficient, any sponsor may file a written demand with the local clerk

1081  for a recount of the signatures appearing on the initiative petition in the presence of any
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sponsor.

(4) Once a petition is declared insufficient, the sponsors may not submit additional
signatures to qualify the petition for the ballot.

(5) (a) Ifthe local clerk refuses to accept and file any initiative petition, any voter may
apply to the supreme court for an extraordinary writ to compel him to do so within 10 days
after the refusal.

(b) If the supreme court determines that the initiative petition is legally sufficient, the
local clerk shall file it, with a verified copy of the judgment attached to it, as of the date on
which it was originally offered for filing in the local clerk's office.

(c) If the supreme court determines that any petition filed is not legally sufficient, the
supreme court may enjoin the local clerk and all other officers from certifying or printing the
ballot title and numbers of that measure on the official ballot.

(6) A petition determined to be sufficient in accordance with this section is qualified
for the ballot.

Section 20. Section 20A-7-512 is amended to read:

20A-7-512. Misconduct of electors and officers -- Penalty.

(1) It is unlawful for [anyperson] an individual to:

(a) sign [any] an initiative petition with:

(1) a name other than the [person'sowntoany mitrattve petitron;| individual's own

name; or

(11) a driver license number or state-issued identification card number other than the

individual's own driver license number or state-issued identification card number;
(b) knowingly sign [theperson'smame] an initiative petition more than once for the

same measure at one election;

(c) sign an initiative petition knowing the [person] individual is not a legal voter; or

(d) knowingly and willfully violate any provision of this part.

(2) It is unlawful for [anyperson] an individual to sign the verification statement for an
initiative packet knowing that:

(a) the [person] individual does not meet the residency requirements of Section
20A-2-105; or
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S ketor]
[fe)yoneor-morepersons-whosestgnatures-appear |
(b) an individual whose signature appears in the initiative packet [tsetther]:
(1) is not registered to vote [mYtah:;or]; and

(i1) does not intend to become registered to vote [mYtah] before the certification of the

petition names by the county clerk.

(3) Any person violating this part is guilty of a class A misdemeanor.

Section 21. Section 20A-7-603 is amended to read:

20A-7-603. Form of referendum petition and signature sheets.

(1) (a) Each proposed referendum petition shall be [prmted]| created in substantially the
following form:

"REFERENDUM PETITION To the Honorable  , County Clerk/City
Recorder/Town Clerk:

We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, respectfully order that (description of local law or
portion of local law being challenged), passed by the  be referred to the voters for their
approval or rejection at the regular/municipal general election to be held on

(month\day\year);

Each signer says:

I have personally signed this petition;

I am registered to vote in Utah or intend to become registered to vote in Utah before the
certification of the petition names by the county clerk; and

[My] [ have submitted my residence and post office address [are-written] correctly after

my name."
(b) The sponsors of a referendum shall attach a copy of the law that is the subject of the
referendum to each referendum petition.

(2) [Each] A signature sheet used to collect holographic signatures shall:

(a) be printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide;

(b) be ruled with a horizontal line three-fourths inch from the top, with the space above
that line blank for the purpose of binding;

(c) contain the title of the referendum printed below the horizontal line;

(d) contain the word "Warning" [prmted-or-typed] at the top of [each] the signature
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sheet under the title of the referendum;

(e) contain, to the right of the word "Warning," the following statement [primted-or
typed] in not less than eight-point[;single=teaded] type:

"It is a class A misdemeanor for an individual to sign a referendum petition with [any

othermame-than| a name other than the individual's own name, or to knowingly sign the

individual's name more than once for the same measure, or to sign a referendum petition when
the individual knows that the individual is not a registered voter and [knows-thatthe
mdrviduat]| does not intend to become registered to vote before the certification of the petition
names by the county clerk.";

(f) contain horizontally ruled lines three-eighths inch apart under the "Warning"
statement required by this section;

(g) be vertically divided into columns as follows:

(1) the first column shall appear at the extreme left of the sheet, be five-eighths inch
wide, be headed with "For Office Use Only," and be subdivided with a light vertical line down
the middle;

(i1) the next column shall be 2-1/2 inches wide, headed "Registered Voter's Printed
Name (must be legible to be counted)";

(ii1) the next column shall be 2-1/2 inches wide, headed "Signature of Registered
Voter";

(iv) the next column shall be one inch wide, headed "Birth Date or Age (Optional)";
and

(v) the final column shall be 4-3/8 inches wide, headed "Street Address, City, Zip
Code";

(h) spanning the sheet horizontally beneath each row on which a registered voter may
submit the information described in Subsection (2)(g), contain the following statement [primted
ortyped| in not less than eight-point[;smgle-teaded]| type: "By signing this petition, you are
stating that you have read and understand the law this petition seeks to overturn."; and

(1) at the bottom of the sheet, contain the following statement: "Birth date or age
information is not required[;] but [tt] may be used to verify your identity with voter registration

records. If you choose not to provide [tt] this information, your signature may not be verified

as a valid signature if you change your address before petition signatures are verified or if the
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information you provide does not match your voter registration records."

[State-of Btah, County-of —]
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(3) A signature sheet used to collect electronic signatures shall be an electronic form

that contains:

(a) the title of the referendum at the top of the form;

(b) the word "Warning" at the top of the form under the title of the referendum;

(c) to the right of the word "Warning." the following statement in not less than

eight-point type:

"It is a class A misdemeanor for an individual to sign a referendum petition with a

name, driver license number, or state-issued identification card number, other than the

individual's own name, driver license number, or state-issued identification card number, or to

knowingly sign a referendum petition more than once for the same measure, or to sign a

referendum petition when the individual knows the individual is not a registered voter and does

not intend to become registered to vote before the certification of the petition names by the

county clerk.";
(d) a space titled "Registered Voter's Name";

(e) a space titled "Signature of Registered Voter" in which an individual who signs the

petition may submit the individual's driver license number or state-issued identification card

number as the individual's signature;
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(f) immediately under the space described in Subsection (3)(e), the following statement

in not less than eight-point font:

"Your electronic signature must be in the form of your current driver license number or

state-issued identification card number. Submitting any other information as your electronic

signature will result in the disqualification of your signature. By signing this petition, you are

stating that you have read and understand the law this petition seeks to overturn.";

(2) a space titled "Birth Date or Age (Optional)" followed by the following statement:

"Birth date or age information is not required but may be used to verify your identity

with voter registration records. If you choose not to provide this information, your signature

may not be verified as a valid signature if you change your address before petition signatures

are verified or if the information you provide does not match your voter registration records.";

(h) a space titled "Street Address";

(1) a space titled "City"; and

(1) a space titled "Zip Code."

(4) The forms prescribed in this section are not mandatory, and, if substantially
followed, the referendum petitions are sufficient, notwithstanding clerical and merely technical
errors.

Section 22. Section 20A-7-604 is amended to read:

20A-7-604. Circulation requirements -- Local clerk to provide sponsors with
materials -- Form of referendum packet.

(1) [rorderto] To obtain the necessary number of signatures required by this part, the
sponsors shall circulate referendum packets that meet the form requirements of this part.

(2) Within five days after the day on which a local clerk receives an application that
complies with the requirements of Section 20A-7-602, the local clerk shall furnish to the
Sponsors:

(a) [frveeoptes] one copy of the referendum petition; and

(b) [frvestgnaturesheets:] one printed signature sheet.

[(3)—The-sponsorsof thepetitronrshatt:]
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referendumpackets:|
[(b)—The-sponsorsshatt-create-those packets by bmdmg]
(3) (a) Sponsors who collect holographic signatures shall:

(1) create each referendum packet by binding the following together at the top in a

manner that allows the packet to be conveniently opened for signing:

(A) a printed copy of the referendum petition[;];
(B) acopy of the law that is the subject of the referendum(;]; and
(C) no more than 50 printed signature sheets [together-at-thetop-msuchaway thatthe

y UP Ul U

ay oC T TOonv

[te)] (b) The sponsors [neednot] are not required to attach a uniform number of

signature sheets to each referendum packet.
[5ta)] (c) (1) After the sponsors have prepared a sufficient number of referendum
packets, [they] the sponsors shall return [them] the referendum packets to the local clerk.
[(b)] (i1) The local clerk shall:

[(9] (A) number each [of thereferendumpackets] referendum packet and return [them]
the referendum packet to the sponsors within five [workimngdays] business days after the day on

which the local clerk receives the referendum packet; and
[cD] (B) keep a record of the [mumbers] number assigned to each packet.

(4) (a) Sponsors who collect electronic signatures shall:

(1) create each referendum packet by creating an electronically accessible copy of:

(A) the referendum petition;

(B) the law that is the subject of the referendum; and

(C) a signature sheet; and

(11) ensure that an individual views the referendum petition and the law that is the

subject of the referendum before the individual signs the signature sheet.

(b) Before delivering a referendum packet to a county clerk under Section 20A-7-606,

the sponsors of a referendum petition who collect electronic signatures shall:

(1) print completed signature sheets in substantially the same form required under

Subsection 20A-7-603(2) for a signature sheet used to collect holographic signatures; and

-4] -


http://le.utah.gov/UtahCode/SectionLookup.jsp?section=20a-7-606&session=2017GS

H.B. 403 02-17-17 10:55 AM

1268 (11) prepare one or more printed and completed referendum packets in substantially the

1269  same form required under Subsection (3)(a) for a referendum packet used to collect

1270  holographic signatures.
1271 Section 23. Section 20A-7-605 is amended to read:

1272 20A-7-605. Obtaining signatures -- Verification statement -- Removal of
1273 signature.
1274 (1) [AnyBtah] A voter may sign a local referendum petition if the voter is a legal voter

1275  and resides in the local jurisdiction.

1276

1277

1278 (1) create a page containing the following verification statement:

1279 "Verification

1280 State of Utah, County of

1281 1, , of , hereby state that:

1282 ] am a resident of Utah and am at least 18 years of age;

1283 Each signature that appears in this packet was signed by an individual who professed to

1284  be the individual whose name is associated with the signature;

1285 I believe that each individual has submitted the individual's name, signed the petition,

1286  and submitted the individual's post office address and residence correctly, and that each signer

1287  1s registered to vote in Utah or intends to become registered to vote in Utah before the

1288  certification of the petition names by the county clerk; and

1289 I have not paid or given anything of value to any individual who signed this petition to

1290  encourage that individual to sign it.

1291

1292 (Name) (Residence Address) (Date)";

1293 (11) attach a verification statement to each referendum packet; and

1294 (111) ensure that an individual who circulates a referendum packet for the petition:
1295 [(D] (A) is at least 18 years [otd] of age and meets the residency requirements of

1296  Section 20A-2-105; and

1297 [t] (B) verifies [eachstgnature-sheet] the referendum packet by completing the

1298  verification [prmtedonthetast pageofecachreferendumpacket] statement attached to the

-4 -


http://le.utah.gov/UtahCode/SectionLookup.jsp?section=20a-2-105&session=2017GS

1299
1300
1301
1302
1303
1304
1305
1306
1307
1308
1309
1310
1311
1312
1313
1314
1315
1316
1317
1318
1319
1320
1321
1322
1323
1324
1325
1326
1327
1328
1329

02-17-17 10:55 AM H.B. 403

referendum packet.

(b) A person may not sign the verification [printed-omrthetastpageof| statement

attached to the referendum packet if the person signed a signature sheet in the referendum

packet.

(3) (a) [Amy] A voter who has signed a referendum petition may have the voter's
signature removed from the petition by submitting to the county clerk a notarized statement [to
thateffect-to-thetocalclerk] requesting that the voter's signature be removed.

(b) Except as provided in Subsection (3)(c), upon receipt of the statement, the [tocat]

county clerk shall remove the signature of the person submitting the statement from the
referendum petition.

(c) [Atocalecterkmaynotremovesignatures] A signature may not be removed from a
referendum petition after the petition has been submitted to the county clerk to be certified.

Section 24. Section 20A-7-606.3 is amended to read:

20A-7-606.3. Verification of petition signatures.

(1) (a) For the purposes of this section, "substantially similar name" means:

(i) the given name and surname shown on the petition, or both, contain only minor
spelling differences when compared to the given name and surname shown on the official
register;

(i1) the surname shown on the petition exactly matches the surname shown on the
official register, and the given names differ only because one of the given names shown is a
commonly used abbreviation or variation of the other;

(ii1) the surname shown on the petition exactly matches the surname shown on the
official register, and the given names differ only because one of the given names shown is
accompanied by a first or middle initial or a middle name which is not shown on the other
record; or

(iv) the surname shown on the petition exactly matches the surname shown on the
official register, and the given names differ only because one of the given names shown is an
alphabetically corresponding initial that has been provided in the place of a given name shown
on the other record.

(b) For the purposes of this section, "substantially similar name" does not mean a name

having an initial or a middle name shown on the petition that does not match a different initial
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or middle name shown on the official register.
(2) The county clerk shall use the following procedures in determining whether [ornot]
a signer is a registered voter:

(a) [When] The county clerk shall declare a signature valid if:

(1) asigner's name and address shown on the petition exactly match a name and address
shown on the official register; and

(i1) (A) the signer's holographic signature appears substantially similar to the
holographic signature for the signer on the statewide voter registration database[;thecounty
clerkshall-dectare-the-stgnaturevatid:]; or

(B) the signer's electronic signature exactly matches the driver license number or

state-issued identification card number for the signer on the statewide voter registration

database.

(b) When there is no exact match of an address and a name, the county clerk shall
declare the signature valid if:

(1) the signer's address on the petition matches the address of a person on the official
register with a substantially similar name; and

(i1) (A) the signer's holographic signature appears substantially similar to the
holographic signature on the statewide voter registration database of the person described in
Subsection (2)(b)(i)[:]; or

(B) the signer's electronic signature exactly matches the driver license number or

state-issued identification card number, for the person described in Subsection (2)(b)(1), on the

statewide voter registration database.

(c) When there is no match of an address and a substantially similar name, the county
clerk shall declare the signature valid if:

(1) the signer's birth date or age on the petition matches the birth date or age of a person
on the official register with a substantially similar name; and

(i1) (A) the signer's holographic signature appears substantially similar to the
holographic signature on the statewide voter registration database of the person described in
Subsection (2)(c)(1)[z]; or

(B) the signer's electronic signature exactly matches the driver license number or

state-issued identification card number, for the person described in Subsection (2)(c¢)(1), on the
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statewide voter registration database.

(d) If a signature is not declared valid under Subsection (2)(a), (b), or (¢), the county
clerk shall declare the signature to be invalid.

Section 25. Section 20A-7-607 is amended to read:

20A-7-607. Evaluation by the local clerk.

(1) [Wheneach] After receiving a referendum packet [tsreeerved] containing
holographic signatures from a county clerk, the local clerk shall [eheekofffrom-thetocat

eterk's] record the number [ofeachreferendum—packet-fited] assigned under Subsection
20A-7-604(3)(c)(i1) to the referendum packet, including an indication that the local clerk

received the referendum packet.

(2) Within 15 days after the day on which the local clerk receives each referendum
packet from a county clerk, the local clerk shall:

(a) count the number of the names certified by the county clerks that appear on each
verified signature sheet;

(b) if the total number of certified names from each verified signature sheet equals or
exceeds the number of names required by Section 20A-7-601 and the requirements of this part
are met, mark upon the front of the petition the word "sufficient";

(c) if the total number of certified names from each verified signature sheet does not
equal or exceed the number of names required by Section 20A-7-601 or a requirement of this
part is not met, mark upon the front of the petition the word "insufficient"; and

(d) notify any one of the sponsors of the local clerk's finding.

(3) Ifthe local clerk finds the total number of certified signatures from each verified
signature sheet to be insufficient, any sponsor may file a written demand with the local clerk
for a recount of the signatures appearing on the referendum petition in the presence of any
sponsor.

(4) (a) If the local clerk refuses to accept and file any referendum petition, any voter
may apply to the Supreme Court for an extraordinary writ to compel the local clerk to do so
within 10 days after the refusal.

(b) If the Supreme Court determines that the referendum petition is legally sufficient,
the local clerk shall file it, with a verified copy of the judgment attached to it, as of the date on

which it was originally offered for filing in the local clerk's office.
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(c) If the Supreme Court determines that any petition filed is not legally sufficient, the
Supreme Court may enjoin the local clerk and all other officers from:

(1) certifying or printing the ballot title and numbers of that measure on the official
ballot for the next election; or

(i1) as it relates to a local tax law that is conducted entirely by absentee ballot,
certifying, printing, or mailing the ballot title and numbers of that measure under Section
20A-7-609.5.

(5) A petition determined to be sufficient in accordance with this section is qualified
for the ballot.

Section 26. Section 20A-7-612 is amended to read:

20A-7-612. Misconduct of electors and officers -- Penalty.

(1) It is unlawful for [anyperson] an individual to:

(a) sign [any] a referendum petition with:

(1) a name other than [hisowntoanyreferendumpetition;] the individual's own name;

(i1) a driver license number or state-issued identification card number other than the

individual's own driver license number or state-issued identification card number;

(b) knowingly sign [htsmame] a referendum petition more than once for the same

measure at one election;

(c) sign a referendum petition knowing [he] the individual is not a legal voter; or

(d) knowingly and willfully violate any provision of this part.

(2) It is unlawful for [amyperson] an individual to sign the verification statement for a
referendum packet knowing that:

(a) [he] the individual does not meet the residency requirements of Section 20A-2-105;

signature appears in the referendum packet [tsetther]:

(1) is not registered to vote [mYtah:;or]; and
(i1) does not intend to become registered to vote [mYtah] before the certification of the

petition names by the county clerk.
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(3) [Amy] A person violating this part is guilty of a class A misdemeanor.

(4) The county attorney or municipal attorney shall prosecute any violation of this
section.

Section 27. Section 20A-7-613 is amended to read:

20A-7-613. Property tax referendum petition.

(1) As used in this section, "certified tax rate" means the same as that term is defined in
Section 59-2-924.

(2) Except as provided in this section, the requirements of this part apply to a
referendum petition challenging a taxing entity's legislative body's vote to impose a tax rate that
exceeds the certified tax rate.

(3) Notwithstanding Subsection 20A-7-604[€5)](3)(c), the local clerk shall number
each [of thereferendumpacketsand-returnthem] referendum packet used to collect

holographic signatures and return the referendum packet to the sponsors within two [workmg]

business days after the day on which the local clerk receives the referendum packet.

(4) Notwithstanding Subsection 20A-7-606(1), the sponsors shall deliver each signed
and verified referendum packet to the county clerk of the county in which the packet was
circulated no later than 40 days after the day on which the local clerk complies with Subsection
(3).

(5) Notwithstanding Subsections 20A-7-606(2) and (3), the county clerk shall take the
actions required in Subsections 20A-7-606(2) and (3) within 10 working days after the day on
which the county clerk receives the signed and verified referendum packet as described in
Subsection (4).

(6) The local clerk shall take the actions required by Section 20A-7-607 within two
[working] business days after the day on which the local clerk receives the referendum packets
from the county clerk.

(7) Notwithstanding Subsection 20A-7-608(2), the local attorney shall prepare the
ballot title within two working days after the day on which the referendum petition is declared
sufficient for submission to a vote of the people.

(8) Notwithstanding Subsection 20A-7-609(2)(c), a referendum that qualifies for the
ballot under this section shall appear on the ballot for the earlier of the next regular general

election or the next municipal general election unless a special election is called.
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(9) Notwithstanding the requirements related to absentee ballots under this title:

(a) the election officer shall prepare absentee ballots for those voters who have
requested an absentee ballot as soon as possible after the ballot title is prepared as described in
Subsection (7); and

(b) the election officer shall mail absentee ballots on a referendum under this section
the later of:

(1) the time provided in Section 20A-3-305 or 20A-16-403; or

(i1) the time that absentee ballots are prepared for mailing under this section.

(10) Section 20A-7-402 does not apply to a referendum described in this section.

(11) (a) If a majority of voters does not vote against imposing the tax at a rate
calculated to generate the increased revenue budgeted, adopted, and approved by the taxing
entity's legislative body:

(1) the certified tax rate for the fiscal year during which the referendum petition is filed
is its most recent certified tax rate; and

(i1) the proposed increased revenues for purposes of establishing the certified tax rate
for the fiscal year after the fiscal year described in Subsection (11)(a)(i) are the proposed
increased revenues budgeted, adopted, and approved by the taxing entity's legislative body
before the filing of the referendum petition.

(b) If a majority of voters votes against imposing a tax at the rate established by the
vote of the taxing entity's legislative body, the certified tax rate for the taxing entity is the
taxing entity's most recent certified tax rate.

(c) Ifthe tax rate is set in accordance with Subsection (11)(a)(ii), a taxing entity is not
required to comply with the notice and public hearing requirements of Section 59-2-919 if the
taxing entity complies with those notice and public hearing requirements before the referendum
petition is filed.

(12) The ballot title shall, at a minimum, include in substantially this form the
following: "Shall the [name of the taxing entity] be authorized to levy a tax rate in the amount
sufficient to generate an increased property tax revenue of [amount] for fiscal year [year] as
budgeted, adopted, and approved by the [name of the taxing entity]".

(13) A taxing entity shall pay the county the costs incurred by the county that are

directly related to meeting the requirements of this section and that the county would not have
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incurred but for compliance with this section.

(14) (a) An election officer shall include on a ballot a referendum that has not yet
qualified for placement on the ballot, if:

(1) sponsors file an application for a referendum described in this section;

(i1) the ballot will be used for the election for which the sponsors are attempting to
qualify the referendum; and

(ii1) the deadline for qualifying the referendum for placement on the ballot occurs after
the day on which the ballot will be printed.

(b) If an election officer includes on a ballot a referendum described in Subsection
(14)(a), the ballot title shall comply with Subsection (12).

(c) If an election officer includes on a ballot a referendum described in Subsection
(14)(a) that does not qualify for placement on the ballot, the election officer shall inform the
voters by any practicable method that the referendum has not qualified for the ballot and that
votes cast in relation to the referendum will not be counted.

Section 28. Section 20A-8-103 is amended to read:

20A-8-103. Petition procedures -- Criminal penalty.

(1) Asused in this section, [theproposedname-oremblemofaregisteredpohitieat
partyts]| "distinguishable" [tf] means a reasonable person of average intelligence [wiltbe] is
able to perceive a difference between [the] a proposed political party name or emblem and any
name or emblem currently being used by another registered political party.

(2) To become a registered political party, an organization of registered voters that is
not a continuing political party shall:

(a) circulate a petition seeking registered political party status beginning no earlier than
the date of the statewide canvass held after the last regular general election and ending no later
than the February 15 of the year in which the next regular general election will be held; and

(b) file a petition with the lieutenant governor that is signed[;with-ahotographte
stgnattre;] by at least 2,000 registered voters on or before February 15 of the year in which a
regular general election will be held.

(3) [Thepetittonshalt] The first part of the petition shall:

(a) identify the political party's name, which may not exceed four words, and the

emblem of the party;
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(b) state the process that the organization will follow to organize and adopt a

constitution and bylaws; and

(c) be signed by a filing officer, who agrees to receive communications on behalf of the

organization.
(4) After the first part described in Subsection (3), the petition shall contain a statement

in substantially the following form:
"POLITICAL PARTY REGISTRATION PETITION To the Honorable ,

Lieutenant Governor:

We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, seek registered political party status for

name);

Each signer says:

I have personally signed this petition;

I am registered to vote in Utah or will register to vote in Utah before the petition is

submitted to the lieutenant governor;

I am or desire to become a member of the political party; and

I have submitted my residence and post office address correctly after my name."

(5) (a) A petition used to collect holographic signatures shall, after the statement

described in Subsection (4), contain signature sheets that shall:

[ta)] (i) be printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide;

[b)] (i1) be ruled with a horizontal line 3/4 inch from the top, with the space above that
line blank for the purpose of binding;

[te)] (iii) contain the name of the political party and the words "Political Party
Registration Petition" printed directly below the horizontal line;

[td)] (iv) contain the word "Warning" [primted] directly under the words described in

Subsection [3)te)] (5)(a)(iii);
[te)] (v) contain, to the right of the word "Warning," the following statement [printed]

in not less than eight-point[;smgleteaded] type:
"It is a class A misdemeanor for [anyone] an individual to [knowmgly] sign a political

party registration petition [signatare-sheet]| with [any] a name other than the [person's]
individual's own name, or to knowingly sign the individual's name more than once for the same

party, or [tftheperson] to sign a political party registration petition when the individual knows
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the individual is not a registered [to-voteimrthtsstate] voter and does not intend to become
registered to vote [mrthtsstate] before the certification of petition [tssubmittedto]| names by

the lieutenant governor."; and

[t2)] (vi) be vertically divided into columns as follows:

[(D] (A) the first column shall appear at the extreme left of [the] each sheet, be 5/8 inch
wide, be headed with "For Office Use Only," and be subdivided with a light vertical line down
the middle;

[tD] (B) the next column shall be 2-1/2 inches wide, headed "Registered Voter's
Printed Name (must be legible to be counted)";

[(r)] (C) the next column shall be 2-1/2 inches wide, headed "[Hotographte] Signature
of Registered Voter";

[(tv)] (D) the next column shall be one inch wide, headed "Birth Date or Age
(Optional)";

[69] (E) the final column shall be 4-3/8 inches wide, headed "Street Address, City, Zip
Code"; and

[¢vn] (F) at the bottom of [the] each sheet, contain the following statement: "Birth date
or age information is not required[;] but [1t] may be used to verify your identity with voter

registration records. If you choose not to provide [1t] this information, your signature may not

be certified as a valid signature if you change your address before petition signatures are
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certified or if the information you provide does not match your voter registration records."[1]

that-contains]

(b) (1) A petition used to collect electronic signatures shall contain an electronically

accessible copy of:

(A) the information described in Subsection (3); and

(B) the statement described in Subsection (4).

(11) After the statement described in Subsection (4), a petition used to collect electronic

signatures shall contain a signature sheet in electronic form that:

(A) lists the name of the political party and the words "Political Party Registration

Petition" at the top of the form;

(B) contains the word "Warning" directly under the words described in Subsection
(5)(b)(i1)(A);

(C) contains, to the right of the word "Warning," the following statement in not less

than eight-point type:

"It is a class A misdemeanor for an individual to sign a political party registration

petition with a name, driver license number, or state-issued identification card number, other

than the individual's own name, driver license number, or state-issued identification card

number, or to knowingly sign a political party registration petition more than once for the same

party, or to sign a political party registration petition when the individual knows the individual

1s not a registered voter and does not intend to become registered to vote before the

certification of the petition names by the county clerk.";

(D) a space titled "Registered Voter's Name";

(E) a space titled "Signature of Registered Voter" for an individual signing the petition

to submit the individual's driver license number or state-issued identification card number as

the individual's signature;

(F) immediately after the space described in Subsection (5)(b)(i1)(E), the following

statement in not less than eight-point type:

"Your electronic signature must be in the form of your current driver license number or

state-issued identification card number. Submitting any other information as your electronic

signature will result in the disqualification of your signature.";
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1609 (G) a space titled "Birth Date or Age (Optional)" followed by the following statement:

1610 "Birth date or age information is not required but may be used to verify your identity

1611  with voter registration records. If you choose not to provide this information, your signature

1612  may not be verified as a valid signature if you change your address before petition signatures

1613  are certified or if the information you provide does not match your voter registration records.";

1614 (H) a space titled "Street Address";

1615 (I) a space titled "City"; and

1616 (J) a space titled "Zip Code."

1617 (ii1) The sponsors of a political party registration petition who collect electronic

1618  signatures shall ensure that an individual views the information described in Subsection (3) and

1619 the statement described in Subsection (4) before the individual signs the signature sheet.

1620 (iv) The sponsors of a political party registration petition who collect electronic

1621  signatures shall file, under Subsection (2), a printed version of the petition with the lieutenant

1622  governor by creating a packet that contains:

1623 (A) a cover sheet containing the information described in Subsection (3);
1624 (B) the statement described in Subsection (4);
1625 (C) signature sheets in substantially the same form required under Subsection (5)(a) for

1626  a signature sheet used to collect holographic signatures; and

1627 (D) a final page containing the verification statement described in Subsection (6).
1628 (6) The final page of a petition shall contain the following printed verification
1629  statement:

1630 "Verification

1631 State of Utah, County of

1632 1, , of , hereby state that:

1633 I am a Utah resident and am at least 18 years [old] of age;

1634 [A c-names-that-appear-onthesignature-sheets boune

1635

1636

1637

1638

1639
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in this packet was signed by an individual who professed to be the individual whose name is
associated with the signature;

I believe that each individual has submitted the individual's name, signed the petition,
and submitted the individual's post office address and residence correctly, and that each signer
1s registered to vote in Utah or intends to become registered to vote in Utah before the
certification of the petition names by the lieutenant governor.

(Signature) (Residence Address) (Date)"[3
and]

[(D—bebound-toacoversheet-that:]

[ identifies the potitical party's name—v

] ization]
[tH] (7) The filing officer described in Subsection (3)[(H)(t1)](c) shall ensure that [the
persomimrwhose presenceeachstgnatiresheettsstgned| an individual who circulates a

signature sheet for the political party registration petition:

(a) is at least 18 years [old] of age;

(b) meets the residency requirements of Section 20A-2-105; and

(c) verifies [each] the signature sheet by completing the verification [boundtooneor
tghaturesheetsthatare bound-together] statement attached to the petition containing the

signature sheet.
[65] (8) A person may not sign the verification statement if the person signed a

signature sheet bound to the verification statement.
[€67] (9) The lieutenant governor shall:

(a) determine whether [therequirednumber-of-votersappearson] a sufficient number

of voters have signed the petition;

(b) review the proposed name and emblem to determine if [they-are"distmgurshable"

rames-andemblemsof otherregisteredpotiticalparties| the name and emblem are
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distinguishable; and

(c) certify the lieutenant governor's findings to the filing officer described in

Subsection (3)[(H)(t)](c) within 30 days [ofthe-filimgofthepetitron] after the day on which
the petition is filed.

[€H] (10) (a) If the lieutenant governor determines that the petition meets the

requirements of this section, and that the proposed name and emblem are distinguishable, the
lieutenant governor shall authorize the filing officer described in Subsection (3)[tHfi1)](c) to
organize the prospective political party.

(b) If the lieutenant governor finds that the name, emblem, or both are not
distinguishable from the names and emblems of other registered political parties, the lieutenant
governor shall notify the filing officer that the filing officer has seven days to submit a new
name or emblem to the lieutenant governor.

(8] (11) A registered political party may not change its name or emblem during the

regular general election cycle.

[€9] (12) (a) It is unlawful for [anyperson] an individual to:
(1) [knmowmgly] sign a political party registration petition with:
(A) [with-any] a name other than the [person's] individual's own name; or

(B) a driver license number or state-issued identification card number other than the

individual's own driver license number or state-issued identification card number;

[(B)] (i1) knowingly sign a political party registration petition more than once for the

same political party; [or]

[€©)] (ii1) sign a political party registration petition if the [person] individual knows the
individual is not [registered-to-vote-inrthis—state] a registered voter and does not intend to
become registered to vote [trthisstate] before the [petitrontssubmttted-to] verification of

petition signatures by the the lieutenant governor; or

[(M] (iv) sign the verification statement of a political party registration petition
signature sheet if the [person] individual:

(A) does not meet the residency requirements of Section 20A-2-105; or

[€€)] (B) knows that [aperson] an individual whose signature appears on the political
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party registration petition signature sheet is not registered to vote in this state and does not

intend to become registered to vote in this state before the verification of petition signatures by

the lieutenant governor.
(b) [Any] A person violating this Subsection [(9)] (12) is guilty of a class A

misdemeanor.

Section 29. Section 20A-9-203 is amended to read:

20A-9-203. Declarations of candidacy -- Municipal general elections.

(1) (a) (i) A person may become a candidate for any municipal office if:

(A) the person is a registered voter; and

(B) (I) the person has resided within the municipality in which that person seeks to
hold elective office for the 12 consecutive months immediately before the date of the election;
or

(IT) if the territory in which the person resides was annexed into the municipality, the
person has resided within the annexed territory or the municipality the 12 consecutive months
immediately before the date of the election.

(i) For purposes of determining whether a person meets the residency requirement of
Subsection (1)(a)(1)(B)(I) in a municipality that was incorporated less than 12 months before
the election, the municipality shall be considered to have been incorporated 12 months before
the date of the election.

(b) In addition to the requirements of Subsection (1)(a), each candidate for a municipal
council position shall, if elected from a district, be a resident of the council district from which
elected.

(c) In accordance with Utah Constitution Article IV, Section 6, any mentally
incompetent person, any person convicted of a felony, or any person convicted of treason or a
crime against the elective franchise may not hold office in this state until the right to hold
elective office is restored under Section 20A-2-101.3 or 20A-2-101.5.

(2) (a) A person seeking to become a candidate for a municipal office shall:

(1) file a declaration of candidacy, in person with the city recorder or town clerk, during
the office hours described in Section 10-3-301 and not later than the close of those office
hours, between June 1 and June 7 of any odd-numbered year; and

(i1) pay the filing fee, if one is required by municipal ordinance.
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(b) Any resident of a municipality may nominate a candidate for a municipal office by:

(1) filing a nomination petition with the city recorder or town clerk during the office
hours described in Section 10-3-301 and not later than the close of those office hours, between
June 1 and June 7 of any odd-numbered year; and

(i1) paying the filing fee, if one is required by municipal ordinance.

(3) (a) Before the filing officer may accept any declaration of candidacy or nomination
petition, the filing officer shall:

(1) read to the prospective candidate or person filing the petition the constitutional and
statutory qualification requirements for the office that the candidate is seeking; and

(i1) require the candidate or person filing the petition to state whether the candidate
meets those requirements.

(b) If the prospective candidate does not meet the qualification requirements for the
office, the filing officer may not accept the declaration of candidacy or nomination petition.

(c) Ifit appears that the prospective candidate meets the requirements of candidacy, the
filing officer shall:

(1) inform the candidate that the candidate's name will appear on the ballot as it is
written on the declaration of candidacy;

(i1) provide the candidate with a copy of the current campaign financial disclosure laws
for the office the candidate is seeking and inform the candidate that failure to comply will
result in disqualification as a candidate and removal of the candidate's name from the ballot;

(ii1) provide the candidate with a copy of Section 20A-7-801 regarding the Statewide
Electronic Voter Information Website Program and inform the candidate of the submission
deadline under Subsection 20A-7-801(4)(a);

(iv) provide the candidate with a copy of the pledge of fair campaign practices
described under Section 20A-9-206 and inform the candidate that:

(A) signing the pledge is voluntary; and

(B) signed pledges shall be filed with the filing officer; and

(v) accept the declaration of candidacy or nomination petition.

(d) If the candidate elects to sign the pledge of fair campaign practices, the filing
officer shall:

(1) accept the candidate's pledge; and
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(i1) if the candidate has filed for a partisan office, provide a certified copy of the
candidate's pledge to the chair of the county or state political party of which the candidate is a
member.

(4) Notwithstanding the requirement in Subsection (2)(a)(i) to file a declaration of
candidacy in person, a person may designate an agent to file the form described in Subsection
(5) in person with the city recorder or town clerk if:

(a) the person is located outside the state during the filing period because:

(1) of employment with the state or the United States; or

(i1) the person is a member of:

(A) the active or reserve components of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or
Coast Guard of the United States who is on active duty;

(B) the Merchant Marine, the commissioned corps of the Public Health Service, or the
commissioned corps of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration of the United
States; or

(C) the National Guard on activated status;

(b) the person makes the declaration of candidacy described in Subsection (5) to a
person qualified to administer an oath;

(c) the person communicates with the city recorder or town clerk using an electronic
device that allows the person and the city recorder or town clerk to see and hear each other; and

(d) the person provides the city recorder or town clerk with an email address to which
the filing officer may send the copies described in Subsection (3).

(5) (a) The declaration of candidacy shall substantially comply with the following
form:

"I, (print name)  , being first sworn, say that [ reside at  Street, City of |
County of | state of Utah, Zip Code _ , Telephone Number (ifany)  ;thatlama
registered voter; and that [ am a candidate for the office of  (stating the term). I will meet
the legal qualifications required of candidates for this office. 1 will file all campaign financial
disclosure reports as required by law and I understand that failure to do so will result in my
disqualification as a candidate for this office and removal of my name from the ballot. I

request that my name be printed upon the applicable official ballots. (Signed)
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Subscribed and sworn to (or affirmed) before me by on this
(month\day\year).
(Signed) (Clerk or other officer qualified to administer oath)"

(b) An agent designated to file a declaration of candidacy under Subsection (4) may not
sign the form described in Subsection (5)(a).

(6) (a) A registered voter may be nominated for municipal office by submitting a
petition signed[;with-ahotographtestgnature;] by:

(1) 25 residents of the municipality who are at least 18 years old; or

(i) 20% of the residents of the municipality who are at least 18 years old.

(b) (1) The petition shall substantially conform to the following form:

"NOMINATION PETITION

The undersigned residents of (name of municipality) being 18 years old or older
nominate (name of nominee) to the office of  for the (two or four-year term, whichever is
applicable)."

(i1) (A) [The] If the registered voter described in Subsection (6)(a) collects holographic

signatures, the remainder of the petition shall contain lines and columns for the signatures of

persons signing the petition and their addresses and telephone numbers.

(B) If the registered voter described in Subsection (6)(a) collects electronic signatures,

the remainder of the petition shall contain an electronic form in which an individual who signs

the petition may submit the individual's name, address, and telephone number, and the

individual's driver license number or state-issued identification card number as the individual's

signature.
(7) If the declaration of candidacy or nomination petition fails to state whether the

nomination is for the two or four-year term, the clerk shall consider the nomination to be for
the four-year term.

(8) (a) The clerk shall verify with the county clerk that all candidates are registered
voters.

(b) Any candidate who is not registered to vote is disqualified and the clerk may not
print the candidate's name on the ballot.

(9) Immediately after expiration of the period for filing a declaration of candidacy, the
clerk shall:
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(a) cause the names of the candidates as they will appear on the ballot to be published:

(1) in at least two successive publications of a newspaper with general circulation in the
municipality; and

(i1) asrequired in Section 45-1-101; and

(b) notify the lieutenant governor of the names of the candidates as they will appear on
the ballot.

(10) A declaration of candidacy or nomination petition filed under this section may not
be amended after the expiration of the period for filing a declaration of candidacy.

(11) (a) A declaration of candidacy or nomination petition filed under this section is
valid unless a written objection is filed with the clerk within five days after the last day for
filing.

(b) If an objection is made, the clerk shall:

(1) mail or personally deliver notice of the objection to the affected candidate
immediately; and

(i1) decide any objection within 48 hours after it is filed.

(c) Ifthe clerk sustains the objection, the candidate may correct the problem by
amending the declaration or petition within three days after the objection is sustained or by
filing a new declaration within three days after the objection is sustained.

(d) (i) The clerk's decision upon objections to form is final.

(i1) The clerk's decision upon substantive matters is reviewable by a district court if
prompt application is made to the district court.

(i11)) The decision of the district court is final unless the Supreme Court, in the exercise
of its discretion, agrees to review the lower court decision.

(12) Any person who filed a declaration of candidacy and was nominated, and any
person who was nominated by a nomination petition, may, any time up to 23 days before the
election, withdraw the nomination by filing a written affidavit with the clerk.

Section 30. Section 20A-9-404 is amended to read:

20A-9-404. Municipal primary elections.

(1) (a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, candidates for municipal office in
all municipalities shall be nominated at a municipal primary election.

(b) Municipal primary elections shall be held:
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(1) consistent with Section 20A-1-201.5, on the second Tuesday following the first
Monday in the August before the regular municipal election; and

(i) whenever possible, at the same polling places as the regular municipal election.

(2) If the number of candidates for a particular municipal office does not exceed twice
the number of persons needed to fill that office, a primary election for that office may not be
held and the candidates are considered nominated.

(3) (a) For purposes of this Subsection (3), "convention" means an organized assembly
of voters or delegates.

(b) (i) By ordinance adopted before the May 1 that falls before a regular municipal
election, any third, fourth, or fifth class city or town may exempt itself from a primary election
by providing that the nomination of candidates for municipal office to be voted upon at a
municipal election be nominated by a political party convention or committee.

(i) Any primary election exemption ordinance adopted under the authority of this
subsection remains in effect until repealed by ordinance.

(c) (1) A convention or committee may not nominate more than one group of
candidates or have placed on the ballot more than one group of candidates for the municipal
offices to be voted upon at the municipal election.

(i1) A convention or committee may nominate a person who has been nominated by a
different convention or committee.

(ii1) A political party may not have more than one group of candidates placed upon the
ballot and may not group the same candidates on different tickets by the same party under a
different name or emblem.

(d) (i) The convention or committee shall prepare a certificate of nomination for each
person nominated.

(i) The certificate of nomination shall:

(A) contain the name of the office for which each person is nominated, the name, post
office address, and, if in a city, the street number of residence and place of business, if any, of
each person nominated;

(B) designate in not more than five words the political party that the convention or
committee represents;

(C) contain a copy of the resolution passed at the convention that authorized the
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1888  committee to make the nomination;

1889 (D) contain a statement certifying that the name of the candidate nominated by the
1890  political party will not appear on the ballot as a candidate for any other political party;

1891 (E) be signed by the presiding officer and secretary of the convention or committee;
1892  and

1893 (F) contain a statement identifying the residence and post office address of the

1894  presiding officer and secretary and certifying that the presiding officer and secretary were
1895  officers of the convention or committee and that the certificates are true to the best of their
1896  knowledge and belief.

1897 (i11) Certificates of nomination shall be filed with the clerk not later than 80 days

1898  before the municipal general election.

1899 (e) A committee appointed at a convention, if authorized by an enabling resolution,
1900  may also make nominations or fill vacancies in nominations made at a convention.

1901 (f) The election ballot shall substantially comply with the form prescribed in Title 20A,
1902  Chapter 6, Part 4, Ballot Form Requirements for Municipal Elections, but the party name shall
1903  be included with the candidate's name.

1904 (4) (a) Any third, fourth, or fifth class city may adopt an ordinance before the May 1
1905  that falls before the regular municipal election that:

1906 (1) exempts the city from the other methods of nominating candidates to municipal

1907  office provided in this section; and

1908 (i1) provides for a partisan primary election method of nominating candidates as
1909  provided in this Subsection (4).
1910 (b) (1) Any party that was a registered political party at the last regular general election

1911  or regular municipal election is a municipal political party under this section.

1912 (i) Any political party may qualify as a municipal political party by presenting a
1913  petition to the city recorder that:

1914 (A) is signed[;withrahotographicstgnature;] by registered voters within the

1915  municipality equal to at least 20% of the number of votes cast for all candidates for mayor in
1916  the last municipal election at which a mayor was elected;

1917 (B) is filed with the city recorder by May 31 of any odd-numbered year;

1918 (C) is substantially similar to the form of the signature sheets described in Section
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1919  20A-7-303; and

1920 (D) contains the name of the municipal political party using not more than five words.
1921 (c) (1) If the number of candidates for a particular office does not exceed twice the
1922  number of offices to be filled at the regular municipal election, no partisan primary election for
1923  that office shall be held and the candidates are considered to be nominated.

1924 (i1) If the number of candidates for a particular office exceeds twice the number of
1925  offices to be filled at the regular municipal election, those candidates for municipal office shall

1926  be nominated at a partisan primary election.

1927 (d) The clerk shall ensure that:

1928 (1) the partisan municipal primary ballot is similar to the ballot forms required by
1929  Sections 20A-6-401 and 20A-6-401.1;

1930 (i1) the candidates for each municipal political party are listed in one or more columns

1931  under their party name and emblem;

1932 (i11) the names of candidates of all parties are printed on the same ballot, but under
1933 their party designation;

1934 (iv) every ballot is folded and perforated so as to separate the candidates of one party
1935  from those of the other parties and so as to enable the elector to separate the part of the ballot

1936  containing the names of the party of his choice from the remainder of the ballot; and

1937 (v) the side edges of all ballots are perforated so that the outside sections of the ballots,
1938  when detached, are similar in appearance to inside sections when detached.

1939 (e) After marking a municipal primary ballot, the voter shall:

1940 (1) detach the part of the ballot containing the names of the candidates of the party he
1941  has voted from the rest of the ballot;

1942 (i1) fold the detached part so that its face is concealed and deposit it in the ballot box;
1943 and

1944 (i11) fold the remainder of the ballot containing the names of the candidates of the
1945  parties for whom the elector did not vote and deposit it in the blank ballot box.

1946 (f) Immediately after the canvass, the election judges shall, without examination,
1947  destroy the tickets deposited in the blank ballot box.

1948 Section 31. Section 20A-9-405 is amended to read:

1949 20A-9-405. Nomination petitions for regular primary elections.
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(1) This section shall apply to the form and circulation of nomination petitions for
regular primary elections described in Subsection 20A-9-403(3)(a).

(2) A candidate for elective office, and the agents of the candidate, may not circulate
nomination petitions until the candidate has submitted a declaration of candidacy in accordance
with Subsection 20A-9-202(1).

(3) (a) [Themommationpetitrons] A nomination petition used to collect holographic
signatures shall be in substantially the following form:

[t@)] (1) the petition shall be printed on paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide;

[(B)] (i1) the petition shall be ruled with a horizontal line 3/4 inch from the top, with the
space above that line blank for purposes of binding;

[te)] (iii) the petition shall be headed by a caption stating the purpose of the petition
and the name of the proposed candidate;

[t] (iv) the petition shall feature the word "Warning" followed by the following
statement in no less than eight-point[;smgleteaded] type: "It is a class A misdemeanor for

[anyore] an individual to [knowingly] sign a certificate of nomination [stgnature-sheet] petition
with [any] a name other than the [person's] individual's own name, or to knowingly sign the

individual's name more than once for the same candidate, or to sign a nomination petition if the

[person] individual knows the individual is not [registeredto-vote-mthtsstate] a registered
voter and does not intend to become registered to vote [trthisstate] before signatures are

certified by a filing officer.";

[te)] (v) the petition shall feature 10 lines spaced one-half inch apart and consecutively
numbered one through 10;

[D] (vi) the signature portion of the petition shall be divided into columns headed by
the following titles:

[(D] (A) Registered Voter's Printed Name;

[m] (B) Signature of Registered Voter;

[t1)] (C) Party Affiliation of Registered Voter;

[(tv)] (D) Birth Date or Age (Optional);

[6)] (E) Street Address, City, Zip Code; and

[¢¥D] (F) Date of Signature; and

(vi1) the final page of the petition shall contain the statement described in Subsection
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(b) A nomination petition used to collect electronic signatures shall be in electronic

form and shall:

(1) be headed by a caption stating the purpose of the petition and the name of the

proposed candidate;

(11) feature the word "Warning" followed by the following statement in no less than

eight-point type:

"It is a class A misdemeanor for an individual to sign a nomination petition with a

name, driver license number, or state-issued identification card number, other than the

individual's own name, driver license number, or state-issued identification card number, or to

knowingly sign a nomination petition more than once for the same candidate, or to sign a

nomination petition when the individual knows the individual is not a registered voter and does

not intend to become registered to vote before petition signatures are certified by a filing

officer.";

(111) contain an electronic form containing the following:

(A) a space titled "Registered Voter's Name";

(B) a space titled "Signature of Registered Voter" in which an individual who signs the

petition may submit the individual's driver license number or state-issued identification card

number as the individual's signature;

(C) immediately after the space described in Subsection (3)(b)(i1)(B), the following

statement in not less than eight-point type:

"Your electronic signature must be in the form of your current driver license number or

state-issued identification card number. Submitting any other information as your electronic

signature will result in the disqualification of your signature.";
(D) a space titled "Party Affiliation of Registered Voter";
(E) a space titled "Birth Date or Age (Optional)";
(F) a space titled "Street Address";
(G) a space titled "City";
(H) a space titled "Zip Code"; and

(I) a space titled "Date of Signature."

(c) Before delivering a nomination petition to the appropriate filing officer as required
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under Subsection 20A-9-403(3), the sponsors of a nomination petition who collect electronic

signatures shall print a completed nomination petition in substantially the same form as a

nomination petition described in Subsection (3)(a), including the verification statement

described in Subsection (4).

[t2)] (d) [a] A photograph of the candidate may appear on [the] a nomination petition.
(4)[ O1co oreominatio I‘i S—arcoounatogce 96
themominatronpetitronts)that features]| The final page of a nomination petition shall contain

the following printed verification statement to be signed and dated by the petition circulator:

"Verification

State of Utah, County of

I, ,of , hereby state under that:

I am a Utah resident and am at least 18 years [old] of age;

[Adtthenames-thatappear] Each signature that appears on the signature sheets bound to
this page [were] was, to the best of my knowledge, signed by the [persons-whoprofessed-tobe

b

;i 1 ] individual who professed to be the individual

whose name is associated with the signature;

I believe that each individual has [prmted-and-stgned| submitted the [person's]
individual's name [and-writtenrtheperson's], signature, and street address correctly, and that
each signer is registered to vote in Utah or will register to vote in Utah before the [countyclerk
certtfres-the-stgnatures-omrthe-signaturesheet] certification of the petition names by the county

clerk."

(5) The lieutenant governor shall prepare and make public model nomination petition
forms and associated instructions.

(6) A nomination petition circulator must be at least18 years [otd] of age and a resident
of the state, but may affiliate with any political party.

(7) Tt is unlawful for [anyperson] an individual to:

(a) [kmowmgly] sign the nomination petition sheet described in Subsection (3) with:

(1) [with-any] a name other than the [persen's] individual's own name; or

(11) a driver license number or state-issued identification card number other than the

individual's own driver license number or state-issued identification card number;
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[6D] (b) knowingly sign a nomination petition more than once for the same candidate;

[or]
[(D] (c) sign a nomination petition if the [person] individual knows the individual is
not [regstered-to-vote-mthisstate] a registered voter and does not intend to become registered

to vote [mrthisstatepriorto] before 5 p.m. on the final day in March;
[(b)] (d) sign the verification statement of a certificate of nomination signature sheet

described in Subsection (4) if the [person] individual:

(1) does not meet the residency requirements of Section 20A-2-105; or

[(G#)-has notwitnessed-the-signing by

” ; T heet-or]
[(D] (i1) knows that [aperson] an individual whose signature appears on the

certificate of nomination signature sheet is not registered to vote in this state and does not

intend to become registered to vote in this state before the certification of petition signatures by

the appropriate filing officer;

[te)] (e) pay compensation to any person to sign a nomination petition; or

[€)] (f) pay compensation to any person to circulate a nomination petition, if the
compensation is based directly on the number of signatures submitted to a filing officer rather
than on the number of signatures verified or on some other basis.

(8) Any person violating Subsection (7) is guilty of a class A misdemeanor.

(9) [Whthdrawal-ofpetitionstgnaturesshattnmotbepermitted] An individual may not
withdraw the individual's signature from a petition.

Section 32. Section 20A-9-502 is amended to read:

20A-9-502. Certificate of nomination -- Contents -- Circulation -- Verification --
Criminal penalty.
(1) [Theeandidateshalt:] A candidate for public office who does not wish to affiliate

with a registered political party shall prepare a nomination petition in accordance with this

section.

(2) The first part of the nomination petition shall contain:

(a) [prepare] a certificate of nomination in substantially the following form:

"State of Utah, County of

I, , declare my intention of becoming an unaffiliated candidate for the
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political group designated as  for the office of . T do solemnly swear that I can
qualify to hold that office both legally and constitutionally if selected, and that [ reside at
Street, in the cityof ~ ,countyof  ,stateof = ,zipcode  ,phone  ,and
that [ am providing, or have provided, the required number of [hotographte] signatures of
registered voters required by law; that as a candidate at the next election I will not knowingly
violate any election or campaign law; [ will file all campaign financial disclosure reports as
required by law; and I understand that failure to do so will result in my disqualification as a

candidate for this office and removal of my name from the ballot.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this (month\day\year).

Notary Public (or other officer

qualified to administer oaths)"; and

(b) [bind-stgnature-sheets-to-the—certifreate-that| the following statement directly under

the statement described in Subsection (2)(a):

"We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, seek to nominate as a candidate for
the office of
Each signer says:

I have personally signed this petition;

I am registered to vote in Utah or intend to become registered to vote in Utah before the

certification of signatures by the county clerk; and

I have submitted my residence and post office address correctly after my name."

(3) (a) A petition used to collect holographic signatures shall, after the statements

described in Subsection (2), contain signature sheets that:

(1) are printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide;

(i1) are ruled with a horizontal line 3/4 inch from the top, with the space above that line
blank for the purpose of binding;

(i11) contain the name of the proposed candidate and the words "Unaffiliated Candidate
Certificate of Nomination Petition" [printed] directly below the horizontal line;

(iv) contain the word "Warning" [printed] directly under the words described in

Subsection [(Htb)ti)] (3)(a)(iii);
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(v) contain, to the right of the word "Warning," the following statement [printed] in not

less than eight-point[;smgleteaded] type:
"It is a class A misdemeanor for [anryene] an individual to [knmewmgly] sign a certificate

of nomination [stgnatare-sheet] petition with [any] a name other than the [person's] individual's

own name, or to knowingly sign the individual's name more than once for the same candidate,

or to sign a certificate of nomination petition if the [person] individual knows the individual is

not a registered [to-votemrthisstate] voter and does not intend to become registered to vote [m
thts—state] before the certification of the petition names by the county clerk [eertifres-the

stgnatures|.";

[tviD] (vi) contain horizontally ruled lines, 3/8 inch apart under the statement described
in Subsection [(Htb)tvn] (3)(a)(v); and

(viii) [be] are vertically divided into columns as follows:

(A) the first column shall appear at the extreme left of the sheet, be 5/8 inch wide, be
headed with "For Office Use Only," and be subdivided with a light vertical line down the
middle;

(B) the next column shall be 2-1/2 inches wide, headed "Registered Voter's Printed
Name (must be legible to be counted)";

(C) the next column shall be 2-1/2 inches wide, headed "[Holographte] Signature of
Registered Voter";

(D) the next column shall be one inch wide, headed "Birth Date or Age (Optional)";

(E) the final column shall be 4-3/8 inches wide, headed "Street Address, City, Zip
Code"; and

(F) at the bottom of the sheet, contain the following statement: "Birth date or age

information is not required, but [1t] may be used to verify your identity with voter registration
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records. If you choose not to provide [it] this information, your signature may not be certified

as a valid signature if you change your address before petition signatures are certified or if the
information you provide does not match your voter registration records."[+and]

(b) (1) A petition used to collect electronic signatures shall contain an electronically

accessible copy of the information described in Subsection (2).

(11) After the statement described in Subsection (2), a petition used to collect electronic

signatures shall, after the statements described in Subsection (2), contain a signature sheet in

electronic form that contains:

(A) the name of the proposed candidate and the words "Unaffiliated Candidate

Certificate of Nomination Petition" at the top of the form;
(B) the word "Warning" directly under the words described in Subsection (3)(b)(11)(A);

(C) to the right of the word "Warning," the following statement in not less than

eight-point type:

"It is a class A misdemeanor for an individual to sign a nomination petition with a

name, driver license number, or state-issued identification card number, other than the

individual's own name, driver license number, or state-issued identification card number, or to

knowingly sign a nomination petition more than once for the same candidate, or to sign a

nomination petition when the individual knows the individual is not a registered voter and does

not intend to become registered to vote before the certification of the petition names by the

county clerk.";
(D) a space titled "Registered Voter's Name";

(E) a space titled "Signature of Registered Voter" for an individual signing the petition

to submit the individual's driver license number or state-issued identification card number as

the individual's signature;

(F) immediately after the space described in Subsection (3)(b)(i1)(E), the following

statement in not less than eight-point type:

"Your electronic signature must be in the form of your current driver license number or

state-issued identification card number. Submitting any other information as your electronic

signature will result in the disqualification of your signature.";
(G) a space titled "Birth Date or Age (Optional)";
(H) immediately after the space described in Subsection (3)(b)(i1)(Q), the following
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statement:

"Birth date or age information is not required but may be used to verify your identity

with voter registration records. If you choose not to provide this information, your signature

may not be certified as a valid signature if you change your address before petition signatures

are certified or if the information you provide does not match your voter registration records.";
(I) a space titled "Street Address";
(J) a space titled "City"; and
(K) a space titled "Zip Code."

(ii1) A candidate who collects electronic signatures shall ensure that an individual

views the information described in Subsection (2) before the individual signs the signature

sheet.

(iv) A candidate who collects electronic signatures shall file under Subsection (8) a

printed version of the nomination petition with the county clerk by creating a packet that

contains:

(A) a cover sheet with the information described in Subsection (2);

(B) signature sheets in substantially the same form as required by Subsection (3)(a) for

a signature sheet used to collect holographic signatures; and

(C) a final page containing the verification statement described in Subsection (4).

[te)ybindafinalpagetooncormore-signati
contamns;exceptasprovided by Subsectron(37;]

(4) The final page of a nomination petition shall contain the following printed

verification statement:
"Verification
State of Utah, County of
1 , of , hereby state that:

I am a Utah resident and am at least 18 years [old] of age;

[A reames-thatappearonthe stgnaturesheets
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2198 et:] Each signature
2199  that appears in this packet was signed by an individual who professed to be the individual

2200  whose name is associated with the signature;

2201 I believe that each individual has submitted the individual's name, signed the petition,

2202  and submitted the individual's post office address and residence correctly, and that each signer

2203  isregistered to vote in Utah or intends to become registered to vote in Utah before the

2204  certification of the petition names by the county clerk.

2205
2206 (Signature) (Residence Address) (Date)".
2207 [t2)] (5) An agent designated to file a certificate of nomination under Subsection

2208  20A-9-503(4) may not sign the [form] verification statement described in Subsection [(H(a)]
2209  (4).
2210 [(3] (6) (a) The candidate shall [errentate] ensure that an individual who circulates a

2211  signature sheet for the nomination petition [and-ensure-thatthepersonmrwhosepresencecach
2212  stgnaturesheettssigned|:

2213 (1) is at least 18 years [otd] of age;

2214 (i1) except as provided by Subsection (3)(b), meets the residency requirements of
2215  Section 20A-2-105; and

2216 (ii1) verifies each signature sheet by completing the verification [bound-to-oncormore
2217  stgnature-sheetsthatare-bound-together] statement described in Subsection (4).

2218 (b) A person who is not a resident may sign the verification [ont] statement of a

2219  nomination petition for an unaffiliated candidate for the office of president of the United
2220  States.
2221 (c) A person may not sign the verification statement if the person signed a signature

2222  sheet bound to the verification statement.

2223 [H] (7) (a) It is unlawful for [anyperson] an individual to:

2224 (1) [knowinglystgmacerttfreateof] sign a nomination [stgnature-sheet] petition with:
2225 (A) [withany] a name other than the [person's] individual's own name; or

2226 (B) adriver license number or state-issued identification card number other than the

2227  individual's own driver license number or state-issued identification card number;

2228 [(B)] (i1) knowingly sign a nomination petition more than once for the same candidate;
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[or]

[€©)] (ii1) sign a nomination petition if the [person]| individual knows the individual is
not [registered-to-vote-mmrthis-state] a registered voter and does not intend to become registered
to vote [mrthis—state]| before the [countyclerk—certtfres-the-stgnatures] certification of petition
names by the county clerk; or

[€mD] (iv) sign the verification [ofa—certifreateof]| statement of a nomination [stgnatare
sheet] petition if the person:

(A) except as provided by Subsection [(3)] (6)(b), does not meet the residency

requirements of Section 20A-2-105; or
: e o]

[€©)] (B) knows that [aperson] an individual whose signature appears on the certificate

of nomination signature sheet is not registered to vote in this state and does not intend to
become registered to vote in this state.

(b) [Anyperson| An individual violating this Subsection [(4)] (7) is guilty of a class A
misdemeanor.

[65] (8) (a) The candidate shall submit the petition and signature sheets to the county
clerk for certification when the petition has been [compteted] signed by:

(1) at least 1,000 registered voters residing within the state when the nomination is for
an office to be filled by the voters of the entire state; or

(i1) [atteast] when the nomination is for an office to be filled by the voters of any

political subdivision, the lesser of at least:

(A) 300 registered voters residing within [a] the political [drvistont] subdivision; or
(B) [atteast] 5% of the registered voters residing within [a] the political [drviston;

drvistorrsmatter-than-the-state] subdivision.

(b) In reviewing the petition, the county clerk shall count and certify only those persons
who [signed-4 . ool biesi ho:

(1) are registered voters within the political division that the candidate seeks to
represent; and

(i1) did not sign any other certificate of nomination for that office.
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(c) The candidate may supplement or amend the certificate of nomination at any time
on or before the filing deadline.

Section 33. Section 63G-2-202 is amended to read:

63G-2-202. Access to private, controlled, and protected documents.

(1) Upon request, and except as provided in Subsection (11)(a), a governmental entity
shall disclose a private record to:

(a) the subject of the record,

(b) the parent or legal guardian of an unemancipated minor who is the subject of the
record;

(c) the legal guardian of a legally incapacitated individual who is the subject of the
record;

(d) any other individual who:

(1) has a power of attorney from the subject of the record;

(i1) submits a notarized release from the subject of the record or the individual's legal
representative dated no more than 90 days before the date the request is made; or

(ii1) if the record is a medical record described in Subsection 63G-2-302(1)(b), is a
health care provider, as defined in Section 26-33a-102, if releasing the record or information in
the record is consistent with normal professional practice and medical ethics; or

(e) any person to whom the record must be provided pursuant to:

(1) court order as provided in Subsection (7); or

(i1) a legislative subpoena as provided in Title 36, Chapter 14, Legislative Subpoena
Powers.

(2) (a) Upon request, a governmental entity shall disclose a controlled record to:

(1) aphysician, psychologist, certified social worker, insurance provider or producer, or
a government public health agency upon submission of:

(A) arelease from the subject of the record that is dated no more than 90 days prior to
the date the request is made; and

(B) asigned acknowledgment of the terms of disclosure of controlled information as
provided by Subsection (2)(b); and

(i1) any person to whom the record must be disclosed pursuant to:

(A) a court order as provided in Subsection (7); or
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(B) alegislative subpoena as provided in Title 36, Chapter 14, Legislative Subpoena
Powers.

(b) A person who receives a record from a governmental entity in accordance with
Subsection (2)(a)(i) may not disclose controlled information from that record to any person,
including the subject of the record.

(3) If there is more than one subject of a private or controlled record, the portion of the
record that pertains to another subject shall be segregated from the portion that the requester is
entitled to inspect.

(4) Upon request, and except as provided in Subsection (10) or (11)(b), a governmental
entity shall disclose a protected record to:

(a) the person that submitted the record;

(b) any other individual who:

(1) has a power of attorney from all persons, governmental entities, or political
subdivisions whose interests were sought to be protected by the protected classification; or

(i1) submits a notarized release from all persons, governmental entities, or political
subdivisions whose interests were sought to be protected by the protected classification or from
their legal representatives dated no more than 90 days prior to the date the request is made;

(c) any person to whom the record must be provided pursuant to:

(1) a court order as provided in Subsection (7); or

(i1) a legislative subpoena as provided in Title 36, Chapter 14, Legislative Subpoena
Powers; or

(d) the owner of a mobile home park, subject to the conditions of Subsection
41-1a-116(5).

(5) A governmental entity may disclose a private, controlled, or protected record to
another governmental entity, political subdivision, state, the United States, or a foreign
government only as provided by Section 63G-2-206.

(6) Before releasing a private, controlled, or protected record, the governmental entity
shall obtain evidence of the requester's identity.

(7) A governmental entity shall disclose a record pursuant to the terms of a court order
signed by a judge from a court of competent jurisdiction, provided that:

(a) the record deals with a matter in controversy over which the court has jurisdiction;
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(b) the court has considered the merits of the request for access to the record;

(c) the court has considered and, where appropriate, limited the requester's use and
further disclosure of the record in order to protect:

(1) privacy interests in the case of private or controlled records;

(i1) business confidentiality interests in the case of records protected under Subsection
63G-2-305(1), (2), (40)(a)(ii), or (40)(a)(vi); and

(ii1) privacy interests or the public interest in the case of other protected records;

(d) to the extent the record is properly classified private, controlled, or protected, the
interests favoring access, considering limitations thereon, are greater than or equal to the
interests favoring restriction of access; and

(e) where access is restricted by a rule, statute, or regulation referred to in Subsection
63G-2-201(3)(b), the court has authority independent of this chapter to order disclosure.

(8) (a) Except as provided in Subsection (8)(d), a governmental entity may disclose or
authorize disclosure of private or controlled records for research purposes if the governmental
entity:

(1) determines that the research purpose cannot reasonably be accomplished without
use or disclosure of the information to the researcher in individually identifiable form;

(i1) determines that:

(A) the proposed research is bona fide; and

(B) the value of the research is greater than or equal to the infringement upon personal
privacy;

(i11) (A) requires the researcher to assure the integrity, confidentiality, and security of
the records; and

(B) requires the removal or destruction of the individual identifiers associated with the
records as soon as the purpose of the research project has been accomplished;

(iv) prohibits the researcher from:

(A) disclosing the record in individually identifiable form, except as provided in
Subsection (8)(b); or

(B) using the record for purposes other than the research approved by the governmental
entity; and

v) secures from the researcher a written statement of the researcher’s understanding of
g
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and agreement to the conditions of this Subsection (8) and the researcher's understanding that
violation of the terms of this Subsection (8) may subject the researcher to criminal prosecution
under Section 63G-2-801.

(b) A researcher may disclose a record in individually identifiable form if the record is
disclosed for the purpose of auditing or evaluating the research program and no subsequent use
or disclosure of the record in individually identifiable form will be made by the auditor or
evaluator except as provided by this section.

(c) A governmental entity may require indemnification as a condition of permitting
research under this Subsection (8).

(d) A governmental entity may not disclose or authorize disclosure of a private record
for research purposes as described in this Subsection (8) if the private record is a record
described in Subsection 63G-2-302(1)[tm)](v).

(9) (a) Under Subsections 63G-2-201(5)(b) and 63G-2-401(6), a governmental entity
may disclose to persons other than those specified in this section records that are:

(i) private under Section 63G-2-302; or

(i1) protected under Section 63(G-2-305, subject to Section 63G-2-309 if a claim for
business confidentiality has been made under Section 63G-2-309.

(b) Under Subsection 63G-2-403(11)(b), the records committee may require the
disclosure to persons other than those specified in this section of records that are:

(1) private under Section 63G-2-302;

(i1) controlled under Section 63G-2-304; or

(i11) protected under Section 63G-2-305, subject to Section 63G-2-309 if a claim for
business confidentiality has been made under Section 63G-2-309.

(c) Under Subsection 63G-2-404(7), the court may require the disclosure of records
that are private under Section 63G-2-302, controlled under Section 63G-2-304, or protected
under Section 63G-2-305 to persons other than those specified in this section.

(10) A record contained in the Management Information System, created in Section
62A-4a-1003, that is found to be unsubstantiated, unsupported, or without merit may not be
disclosed to any person except the person who is alleged in the report to be a perpetrator of
abuse, neglect, or dependency.

(11) (a) A private record described in Subsection 63G-2-302(2)(f) may only be
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disclosed as provided in Subsection (1)(e).

(b) A protected record described in Subsection 63G-2-305(43) may only be disclosed
as provided in Subsection (4)(c) or Section 62A-3-312.

(12) (a) A private, protected, or controlled record described in Section 62A-16-301
shall be disclosed as required under:

(1) Subsections 62A-16-301(1)(b), (2), and (4)(c); and

(i) Subsections 62A-16-302(1) and (6).

(b) A record disclosed under Subsection (12)(a) shall retain its character as private,
protected, or controlled.

Section 34. Section 63G-2-301 is amended to read:

63G-2-301. Public records.

(1) As used in this section:

(a) "Business address" means a single address of a governmental agency designated for
the public to contact an employee or officer of the governmental agency.

(b) "Business email address" means a single email address of a governmental agency
designated for the public to contact an employee or officer of the governmental agency.

(c) "Business telephone number" means a single telephone number of a governmental
agency designated for the public to contact an employee or officer of the governmental agency.

(2) The following records are public except to the extent they contain information
expressly permitted to be treated confidentially under the provisions of Subsections
63G-2-201(3)(b) and (6)(a):

(a) laws;

(b) the name, gender, gross compensation, job title, job description, business address,
business email address, business telephone number, number of hours worked per pay period,
dates of employment, and relevant education, previous employment, and similar job
qualifications of a current or former employee or officer of the governmental entity, excluding:

(1) undercover law enforcement personnel; and

(i1) investigative personnel if disclosure could reasonably be expected to impair the
effectiveness of investigations or endanger any individual's safety;

(c) final opinions, including concurring and dissenting opinions, and orders that are

made by a governmental entity in an administrative, adjudicative, or judicial proceeding except
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that if the proceedings were properly closed to the public, the opinion and order may be
withheld to the extent that they contain information that is private, controlled, or protected;

(d) final interpretations of statutes or rules by a governmental entity unless classified as
protected as provided in Subsection 63G-2-305(17) or (18);

(e) information contained in or compiled from a transcript, minutes, or report of the
open portions of a meeting of a governmental entity as provided by Title 52, Chapter 4, Open
and Public Meetings Act, including the records of all votes of each member of the
governmental entity;

() judicial records unless a court orders the records to be restricted under the rules of
civil or criminal procedure or unless the records are private under this chapter;

(g) unless otherwise classified as private under Section 63G-2-303, records or parts of
records filed with or maintained by county recorders, clerks, treasurers, surveyors, zoning
commissions, the Division of Forestry, Fire, and State Lands, the School and Institutional Trust
Lands Administration, the Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining, the Division of Water Rights, or
other governmental entities that give public notice of:

(1) titles or encumbrances to real property;

(i1) restrictions on the use of real property;

(i11) the capacity of persons to take or convey title to real property; or

(iv) tax status for real and personal property;

(h) records of the Department of Commerce that evidence incorporations, mergers,
name changes, and uniform commercial code filings;

(1) data on individuals that would otherwise be private under this chapter if the
individual who is the subject of the record has given the governmental entity written
permission to make the records available to the public;

(j) documentation of the compensation that a governmental entity pays to a contractor
or private provider;

(k) summary data;

(1) voter registration records, including an individual's voting history, except for a voter
registration record or those parts of a voter registration record that are classified as private
under Subsection 63G-2-302(1)(j) or (k);

(m) for an elected official, as defined in Section 11-47-102, a telephone number, if
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available, and email address, if available, where that elected official may be reached as required
in Title 11, Chapter 47, Access to Elected Officials;

(n) for a school community council member, a telephone number, if available, and
email address, if available, where that elected official may be reached directly as required in
Section 53A-1a-108.1;

(o) annual audited financial statements of the Utah Educational Savings Plan described
in Section 53B-8a-111; and

(p) except as provided in Subsection 63G-2-302(1)(1), an initiative packet, as defined
in Section 20A-7-101, and a referendum packet, as defined in Section 20A-7-101, after the

packet is submitted to a county clerk.

(3) The following records are normally public, but to the extent that a record is
expressly exempt from disclosure, access may be restricted under Subsection 63G-2-201(3)(b),
Section 63G-2-302, 63G-2-304, or 63G-2-305:

(a) administrative staff manuals, instructions to staff, and statements of policy;

(b) records documenting a contractor's or private provider's compliance with the terms
of a contract with a governmental entity;

(c) records documenting the services provided by a contractor or a private provider to
the extent the records would be public if prepared by the governmental entity;

(d) contracts entered into by a governmental entity;

(e) any account, voucher, or contract that deals with the receipt or expenditure of funds
by a governmental entity;

(f) records relating to government assistance or incentives publicly disclosed,
contracted for, or given by a governmental entity, encouraging a person to expand or relocate a
business in Utah, except as provided in Subsection 63G-2-305(35);

(g) chronological logs and initial contact reports;

(h) correspondence by and with a governmental entity in which the governmental entity
determines or states an opinion upon the rights of the state, a political subdivision, the public,
or any person;

(i) empirical data contained in drafts if:

(1) the empirical data is not reasonably available to the requester elsewhere in similar

form; and
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(i1) the governmental entity is given a reasonable opportunity to correct any errors or
make nonsubstantive changes before release;

(j) drafts that are circulated to anyone other than:

(1) a governmental entity;

(i1) a political subdivision;

(i11) a federal agency if the governmental entity and the federal agency are jointly
responsible for implementation of a program or project that has been legislatively approved;

(iv) a government-managed corporation; or

(v) a contractor or private provider;

(k) drafts that have never been finalized but were relied upon by the governmental
entity in carrying out action or policy;

(1) original data in a computer program if the governmental entity chooses not to
disclose the program;

(m) arrest warrants after issuance, except that, for good cause, a court may order
restricted access to arrest warrants prior to service;

(n) search warrants after execution and filing of the return, except that a court, for good
cause, may order restricted access to search warrants prior to trial;

(o) records that would disclose information relating to formal charges or disciplinary
actions against a past or present governmental entity employee if:

(1) the disciplinary action has been completed and all time periods for administrative
appeal have expired; and

(i1) the charges on which the disciplinary action was based were sustained;

(p) records maintained by the Division of Forestry, Fire, and State Lands, the School
and Institutional Trust Lands Administration, or the Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining that
evidence mineral production on government lands;

(q) final audit reports;

(r) occupational and professional licenses;

(s) business licenses; and

(t) anotice of violation, a notice of agency action under Section 63G-4-201, or similar
records used to initiate proceedings for discipline or sanctions against persons regulated by a

governmental entity, but not including records that initiate employee discipline.
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(4) The list of public records in this section is not exhaustive and should not be used to
limit access to records.

Section 35. Section 63G-2-302 is amended to read:

63G-2-302. Private records.

(1) The following records are private:

(a) records concerning an individual's eligibility for unemployment insurance benefits,
social services, welfare benefits, or the determination of benefit levels;

(b) records containing data on individuals describing medical history, diagnosis,
condition, treatment, evaluation, or similar medical data;

(c) records of publicly funded libraries that when examined alone or with other records
identify a patron;

(d) records received by or generated by or for:

(1) the Independent Legislative Ethics Commission, except for:

(A) the commission's summary data report that is required under legislative rule; and

(B) any other document that is classified as public under legislative rule; or

(i1) a Senate or House Ethics Committee in relation to the review of ethics complaints,
unless the record is classified as public under legislative rule;

(e) records received by, or generated by or for, the Independent Executive Branch
Ethics Commission, except as otherwise expressly provided in Title 63A, Chapter 14, Review
of Executive Branch Ethics Complaints;

(f) records received or generated for a Senate confirmation committee concerning
character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual:

(1) if, prior to the meeting, the chair of the committee determines release of the records:

(A) reasonably could be expected to interfere with the investigation undertaken by the
committee; or

(B) would create a danger of depriving a person of a right to a fair proceeding or
impartial hearing; and

(i1) after the meeting, if the meeting was closed to the public;

(g) employment records concerning a current or former employee of, or applicant for
employment with, a governmental entity that would disclose that individual's home address,

home telephone number, social security number, insurance coverage, marital status, or payroll
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deductions;

(h) records or parts of records under Section 63G-2-303 that a current or former
employee identifies as private according to the requirements of that section;

(1) that part of a record indicating a person's social security number or federal employer
identification number if provided under Section 31A-23a-104, 31A-25-202, 31A-26-202,
58-1-301, 58-55-302, 61-1-4, or 61-2-203;

(j) that part of a voter registration record identifying a voter's:

(1) driver license or identification card number;

(i1) social security number, or last four digits of the social security number;

(i11) email address; or

(iv) date of birth;

(k) a voter registration record that is classified as a private record by the lieutenant
governor or a county clerk under Subsection 20A-2-104(4)(f) or 20A-2-101.1(5)(a);

(1) that part of a petition that contains an individual's driver license number or

state-issued identification card number in a petition to:

(1) qualify a ballot proposition for the ballot under Title 20A, Chapter 7, Issues
Submitted to the Voters;

(11) organize and register a political party under Title 20A, Chapter 8, Political Party

Formation and Procedures; or

(111) qualify a candidate for the ballot under Title 20A, Chapter 9, Candidate

Qualifications and Nominating Procedures;
[(D] (m) arecord that:

(1) contains information about an individual;

(i1) 1s voluntarily provided by the individual; and

(ii) goes into an electronic database that:

(A) is designated by and administered under the authority of the Chief Information
Officer; and

(B) acts as a repository of information about the individual that can be electronically
retrieved and used to facilitate the individual's online interaction with a state agency;

[tm)] (n) information provided to the Commissioner of Insurance under:

(1) Subsection 31A-23a-115(2)(a);
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(i1) Subsection 31A-232a-302(3); or

(i11) Subsection 31A-26-210(3);

[fm] (o) information obtained through a criminal background check under Title 11,
Chapter 40, Criminal Background Checks by Political Subdivisions Operating Water Systems;

[t9)] (p) information provided by an offender that is:

(1) required by the registration requirements of Title 77, Chapter 41, Sex and Kidnap
Offender Registry; and

(i1) not required to be made available to the public under Subsection 77-41-110(4);

[tp] (q) a statement and any supporting documentation filed with the attorney general
in accordance with Section 34-45-107, if the federal law or action supporting the filing
involves homeland security;

[t)] (r) electronic toll collection customer account information received or collected
under Section 72-6-118 and customer information described in Section 17B-2a-815 received or
collected by a public transit district, including contact and payment information and customer
travel data;

[tr)] (s) an email address provided by a military or overseas voter under Section
20A-16-501;

[ts)] (t) a completed military-overseas ballot that is electronically transmitted under
Title 20A, Chapter 16, Uniform Military and Overseas Voters Act;

[€9] (u) records received by or generated by or for the Political Subdivisions Ethics
Review Commission established in Section 11-49-201, except for:

(1) the commission's summary data report that is required in Section 11-49-202; and

(i1) any other document that is classified as public in accordance with Title 11, Chapter
49, Political Subdivisions Ethics Review Commission;

[tm)] (v) arecord described in Subsection 53A-11a-203(3) that verifies that a parent
was notified of an incident or threat; and

[6¥)] (W) a criminal background check or credit history report conducted in accordance
with Section 63A-3-201.

(2) The following records are private if properly classified by a governmental entity:

(a) records concerning a current or former employee of, or applicant for employment

with a governmental entity, including performance evaluations and personal status information
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such as race, religion, or disabilities, but not including records that are public under Subsection
63G-2-301(2)(b) or 63G-2-301(3)(0) or private under Subsection (1)(b);

(b) records describing an individual's finances, except that the following are public:

(1) records described in Subsection 63G-2-301(2);

(i1) information provided to the governmental entity for the purpose of complying with
a financial assurance requirement; or

(ii1) records that must be disclosed in accordance with another statute;

(c) records of independent state agencies if the disclosure of those records would
conflict with the fiduciary obligations of the agency;

(d) other records containing data on individuals the disclosure of which constitutes a
clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

(e) records provided by the United States or by a government entity outside the state
that are given with the requirement that the records be managed as private records, if the
providing entity states in writing that the record would not be subject to public disclosure if
retained by it;

(f) any portion of a record in the custody of the Division of Aging and Adult Services,
created in Section 62A-3-102, that may disclose, or lead to the discovery of, the identity of a
person who made a report of alleged abuse, neglect, or exploitation of a vulnerable adult; and

(g) audio and video recordings created by a body-worn camera, as defined in Section
77-7a-103, that record sound or images inside a home or residence except for recordings that:

(1) depict the commission of an alleged crime;

(i1) record any encounter between a law enforcement officer and a person that results in
death or bodily injury, or includes an instance when an officer fires a weapon;

(i11) record any encounter that is the subject of a complaint or a legal proceeding
against a law enforcement officer or law enforcement agency;

(iv) contain an officer involved critical incident as defined in Section 76-2-408(1)(d);
or

(v) have been requested for reclassification as a public record by a subject or
authorized agent of a subject featured in the recording.

(3) (a) As used in this Subsection (3), "medical records" means medical reports,

records, statements, history, diagnosis, condition, treatment, and evaluation.
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(b) Medical records in the possession of the University of Utah Hospital, its clinics,
doctors, or affiliated entities are not private records or controlled records under Section
63G-2-304 when the records are sought:

(1) in connection with any legal or administrative proceeding in which the patient's
physical, mental, or emotional condition is an element of any claim or defense; or

(i1) after a patient's death, in any legal or administrative proceeding in which any party
relies upon the condition as an element of the claim or defense.

(c) Medical records are subject to production in a legal or administrative proceeding
according to state or federal statutes or rules of procedure and evidence as if the medical

records were in the possession of a nongovernmental medical care provider.

Legislative Review Note
Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel
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