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[(HH] (16) (a) "Mining operation" means activities conducted on the surface of the
land for the exploration for, development of, or extraction of a mineral deposit, including[;but
nottmitedto;] surface mining and the surface effects of underground and in situ mining,
on-site transportation, concentrating, milling, evaporation, and other primary processing.

(b) "Mining operation" does not include:

(i) the extraction of sand, gravel, and rock aggregate;

(ii) the extraction of H=d [sand;graveland] ¢=H basalt H=» for an area not to exceed 50

acres under
active surface mining ¢H :

[tm)] (ii1) the extraction of oil and gas as defined in Title 40, Chapter 6, Board and
Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining;

[trD] (iv) the extraction of geothermal steam;

[tt¥)] (v) smelting or refining operations;

[t¥)] (vi) off-site operations and transportation;

[¢¥D] (vil) reconnaissance activities; or

[tvin)] (viii) activities [whteh] that will not cause significant surface resource
disturbance or involve the use of mechanized earth-moving equipment, such as bulldozers or
backhoes.

[(+5)] (17) "Notice" means:

(a) notice of intention, as defined in this chapter; or

(b) written information given to an operator by the division describing compliance
conditions at a mining operation.

[(+67] (18) "Notice of intention" means a notice to commence mining operations,
including revisions to the notice.

[(+H] (19) "Off-site" means the land areas that are outside of or beyond the on-site
land.

[(18)] (20) (a) "On-site" means the surface lands on or under which surface or
underground mining operations are conducted.

(b) A series of related properties under the control of a single operator, but separated
by small parcels of land controlled by others, [wiltbe] are considered to be a single site unless
an exception is made by the division.

[(}9] (21) "Operator" means a natural person, corporation, association, partnership,
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