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federal jurisdiction is required to protect federal constitutional rights;

WHEREAS, Congress and the Administration must recognize that states and local
governments have the predominant responsibility to ensure public safety and the administration
of justice, and must adhere to fundamental principles of federalism in all areas of criminal
justice;

WHEREAS, states diligently strive to improve criminal justice systems and policies
and recognize that federal funding is sometimes necessary to implement state reforms in this
area, and assert that funding levels for Department of Justice grants and reimbursements to
states should be maintained or increased;

WHEREAS, the state of Utah joins the National Conference of State Legislatures in
opposing Congressional proposals or federal regulations that would withhold a portion of state
criminal justice grants or other funding as a penalty for noncompliance with federal criminal
justice policies and opposes the withholding of any federal criminal justice funding as a penalty
for state policy choices; and

WHEREAS, the state of Utah urges the federal government to respect state criminal
justice priorities and advance change through partnerships rather than mandates:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of the state of Utah
affirms its commitment to the Tenth Amendment of the United States Constitution that is the
cornerstone of constitutional federalism and reserves broad powers to the states and to the
people and declares that Congress and the Administration must H=p [aHow] respect ¢=H states'
H-» [their] ¢&=H authority to
shape public policy.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to Governor
Spencer J. Cox, the members of Utah's Congressional Delegation, and to the President of the

United States.
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