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SEHOOLEpRPhtative Angela Romero proposes the following substitute bill:

HOUSE RESOLUTION TO IMPEACH STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

MEMBER NATALIE CLINE

2024 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH

Chief Sponsor: Robert M. Spendlove

Senate Sponsor: Ann Millner

LONG TITLE
General Description:

This House resolution {eensuresYtahtinitiates proceedings for the impeachment of

State Board of Education member Natalie Cline.

Highlighted Provisions:

This resolution:

» +recognizestinitiates proceedings for the {constituttonat-duttesfimpeachment of{-a

member-oftheYtah} State Board of Education {{USBEjand-thatamemberswears
ot ] ot th-fidelity-
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o ] ] tentispr ,
——strongly condemns HYSBE-Fmember Natalie {€hmne'ssoctalmedrapostquestroninga

—Ccensurt CD} Cline .

v

creates a Special Investigative Committee (committee) to investigate board member

{€hneforhereonduet—Cline's actions on February 6, 2024;

establishes the committee's membership and duties:

v

v

if the committee recommends impeachment. directs the committee to present

articles of impeachment to the House of Representatives for consideration and

action: and

v

provides for the committee's termination.

Special Clauses:

None

Be it resolved by the {FegistaturetHouse of Representatives of the state of Utahithe-Governor
o thereind:
WHEREAS, {under} Utah Constitutio

n=2;1ti:}:EE7SE:'ED gEIIEI“}:fIItIf}EII:

—WHERFAS; membersofthe Utah}, Article VI, Section 17, vests in the House of

Representatives the sole power of impeachment:

WHEREAS, Utah Constitution, Article X, Section 3. establishes the State Board of

Fanuaryfand its members as elected state officers;

WHEREAS, Utah Constitution, Article VI, Section 19. provides that state officers are

liable to impeachment for high crimes, misdemeanors, or malfeasance in office;

WHEREAS, USBE member Natalie Cline, elected in 2020, represents State School

Board District 9;
WHEREAS, on January 6, 2021, board member Cline {swore-a—constitutronat-oath-that

-0
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she-wounld""Ftook an oath of office under Utah Constitution, Article IV, Section 10, to
discharge the duties of [her] office with fidelity{

» A aca atata a a-a »
a = a

WHEREAS, on February 6, 2024, board member Cline {posted-a}shared photos of a

high school girls basketball team in Granite School District on her social media platform and

publicly questioned the gender of one of the student {athtete'sphoto-on-soctalmedta;-thereby
revealmgthetathletes;
WHEREAS, the accusation in board member Cline's social media post was made
without evidence and revealed a student's identity{;and-reprehenstblyquestioned-the-student's
i bl it ” L

hateful responses toward the student and threatened the student's {schoot;

—WHEREAS;}safety:
WHEREAS., on February 7, 2024, Governor Cox and Lieutenant Governor Henderson
issued a statement denouncing board member Cline's {bultying-and-fatture-to-treatastudent

———WHEREASpost;

WHEREAS, on February 8. 2024, the Utah House Democrats issued a statement

reproaching board member Cline's "unconscionable online accusations" and called for her

immediate resignation; and




HCRO018S01 compared with HCRO018

WHEREAS. on February 8, 2024, the House of Representatives Majority Caucus
issued a statement that condemned board member Cline's {actions-ontebruary 6-viotate-the

duty-to-supportourchttdrenmpublte-educatronfpost and asserted consideration of further

actions:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the {Eegtstature-of the-state-of Ytah;the

condemns-and-denouncestHouse of Representatives initiates

proceedings for the impeachment of USBE member Natalie Cline and establishes impeachment

procedures.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the House of Representatives creates a Special

Investigative Committee (committee) to investigate board member Cline's {repugnant-attackon

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the {Eegtstature-of the-state-of Ytah;the-Governor

crevy formaity censuresvoara nmenioe Te-torner-conatctycommittee

consists of 10 members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker, with no

more than five members from the same political party.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Speaker designates two members to serve as

cochairs, one from each political party in the House of Representatives.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, in the event of a tie vote, the cochairs cast an

additional joint vote to break the tie.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a {eopy-ofthtsresotuttonrbesenttojmajority of

the committee members constitutes a quorum. and action of a majority of a quorum constitutes

the action of the committee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the committee holds its first meeting before the

2024 annual general session adjourns sine die and meets as necessary thereafter to conduct its

business.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Office of Legislative Research and General

Counsel provides staff to the committee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the salaries and expenses of the members of the

committee are paid in accordance with Utah Code Section 36-2-2 and Legislative Joint Rules,
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Title 5, Chapter 3, Legislator Compensation.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the committee adopts at its first meeting policies

and procedures.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the committee's duties are to investigate board

member

journats}Cline's actions on February 6, 2024, and evaluate whether those actions constitute an

impeachable offense.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, upon the conclusion of the investigation, the

committee, by majority vote:

. determines whether board member Cline's conduct constitutes an

impeachable offense; and

makes a recommendation as to whether the House of Representatives

proceeds with impeachment.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, if the committee recommends impeachment, the

committee presents articles of impeachment to the House of Representatives for consideration

and action.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that members of the committee who do not vote in

favor of the recommendation may present a minority recommendation to the House of

Representatives.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the committee terminates after issuing its

recommendation to the House of Representatives.




